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A Comparison of Press Defamation Lawsuits
in China With Those in America

LUO Bin',SONG Suhong’
(1. People’ s Court Daily, Beijing, 100062, China;
2. The Institute of Journalism & Communication, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, China)

Abstract; Compared with their American counterparts, Chinese media and reporters involved in press defamation lawsuits are o-

ver — burdened, because they often stand at a higher rate of losing lawsuits. The profound cause consists in the following problems

which exist in the legal and judicial sector of our country: theoretically, the right of reputation of civil law and constitutional right

of freedom of speech are protected on an equal basis, but the former is safeguarded by systematic substantial law and procedural

law so that it can be easily handled, while the latter is not supported by the relieving procedure; the responsibility of confirming

evidence is mixed up with the that of producing evidence; production of evidence is abused and the responsibilities concerned are

inverted.

Key words: press defamation lawsuits, responsibility of confirming evidence, responsibility of producing evidence, constitutional

rights, basic rights
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