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Feng Youlan’s New Confucianism and China Modern Intellectuals’

Response to “ Western Learning Comes to the East Gradually”
ZHOU Ji - zhi
(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210093, China)

Abstract: China feudal political structure of big unification since the Qin and Han Dynasty ran into the crisis in
the middle period of the 19 th century and fell into the situation of having difficulties at home and abroad. Hard ship
of western imperialist powers made China Empire completely discredited. With the western military political advan-
tages follows “Western learning comes to the East” . Traditional culture value that is regarded confucianism as the
core and orthodox is challenged faundmentally. From them on the historical and strategic task in front of Chinese is :
First, work energetically and pursue strongly in order to support ourselves in the world national woods; Second, re-
spond western learning to substantiate and improve and rebuild national spiritual prop at ideology and culture
(especiauy on the height of the metaphysics). None of the two can be dispensed with because this concerns our na-
tional future destiny. Through the efforts of more than 100 years, the former task has already been realized tentative-
ly, the last must still be strengthened energetically. We should put Mr. Feng Youlan’s academic thought, especially
his philesophy system of the new confucianism to the vast historical background and give sound analytical appraise-
ment. From modern to present, several generations of chinese intellectuals’ response to western learning is from su-
perficial to deep. From Zhang Zhidong’ s theory of making the Chinese serve the west to Liang Shuming’ s theory of
comparison between the East and West to Xiong Shili’ s Tiyong theory, it doesn’t come to the height of the meta-
physics until the formation of the new Confucianism of idealist philosophy. China, west, ancient, today really inherit
Chinese ancient tradition as well as pour into modern spirit. From title to its used category, it makes people clear at
one sight to be “continue to say”, but to explain it with the Western philosophy, especially with the new logic ana-
lytical method , to link up and absorb the connotation of Chinese and Western philosophy to the philosophical system
with his own characteristic. Explorntion spirit in theory and innovation courage are the important thought treasure for
the late generation.
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