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An Interpretation and Analysis of
Feng Youlan’s Theory of Human Ideal State

PI Lan-jiao
( Department of Politics and Law , Northwest Normal University , Lanzhou , Gansu 730070 , China )

Abstract:Mr. Feng Youlan, a famous philosopher and a philosophical historian in the contemporary of our
country , first started with “ self-conscious understanding” , then educed the significance of life coming from “self-
conscious understanding” . He classified the state of life into four kinds from the lower level to the higher level ,ac-
cording to the degrees how people understand the universe,such as natural state, utilitarian state ,moral state and u-
niversal state,and indicated “Universal State” is the ideal state which we should pursue. His theory of “Human Ide-
al State” , an integrated and systematic theory which was formed on the basis of both Chinese philosophy and West-
ern philosophy,still had some defects,which this paper attempt to make some comments on.
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