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Epistemological and Methodological Enlightenments from Scientific Revolution at the Turn of
19th and 20th Century

Li Xingmin
(Graduate School, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100039)

Abstract : This paper presents and discusses five epistemological and methodological
enlightenments from scientific revolution at the turn of 19th and 20th century. They are reality
going from strength to weakness, subject rising high; reason leading, experience thinning; theory
being provisional, truth being relative; science-value being difficult to separate; science
renunciation, all disciplines having equal rights. It lastly emphasizes that scientists ought to be on



guard against chauvinism & hegemonism and mans of letters must give up well-frogism &
yelangism. Only in this way can culture of science and culture of the humanities move towards
new syntheses, that is, scientific humanism (new humanism )and human scientism (new
scientism).

Key Words: scientific revolution, transform of epistemology and methodology , critical school of
thoughts, Albert Einstein



