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The Concept of Truth and Pre-Qin Chines Philosophy
——On Chad Hansn'sV iavs

W an-Chuan Fang

Abstract: Chad Hansen notoriously claims that the concept of truth either did not exist or at
least did not play any important role in pre-Qin Chinese philoophy. The clam ismainly based on
the following considerationswhich he takes to be characteristic of pre-Qin Chinese philosphy, Firgt,
there was no granmatical distinction betveen sentences and non-sntential expressions, nor was
there consciousess of such distinction Second, there was no sentential-beliefs but only the -
called tem-beliefs Third, heartmind as a guiding faculty with discriminating powver and know ledge
merely as knowing-honv exempt than fram being involved with either beliefsor the concept of truth
Based on ideas fram recent philooophy of language, philosophy of mind and epistenology, we shall
argue that for the folloving reaonsHansen’s claim does not follow. First, aswe shall argue, senten-
tial beliefs and the granmatical distinction did exist Second, hisway of taking the mind-heart and
knowledge in pre-Qin Chinese philoophy does not succeed in awiding the need of talking about be-
liefs and truth
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