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An Empirical Study on Comparative Advantage and the Export Similarity of
Manufactured Products between China and South Korea
Wang Guo-An Wang Wenya

(College of Economics, Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310035, China)

Abstract: By employing the Revealed Comparative Advantage Index and Product Export Similarity Index to
analyze the export structure of manufactured goods between China and South Korea, the paper testifies that the
export similarity of manufactured goods between China and South Korea has been increasing, the export structure
of the two countries tends to be more convergent, and Sino-South Korea competition on the world market has been
intensifying. The trade relationship between China and South Korea is changing from the complementary
relationship in the early stage into the competition relationship at present, and the competition is getting more and
more intense. The paper studies the reasons contributing to this change. Finally it suggests that China and South
Korea should strengthen the cooperative labor-division in manufactured goods industries so as to avoid disorderly
competition on the world market.
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