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On “the Poverty Complex” of Development Economics

YE Chu-sheng  SUN Yong-ping

( Center for Economic Development Research  Wuhan University Wuhan 430072 China)

Abstracts: Poverty is the most typical feature of developing countries. The rationality that development
economics exists as a branch of modern economics lies in the universality and particularity of the poverty
of developing countries which are the concern of development economics. In the past fifties years, two
basic problems that why developing countries still remain poor and how to break through the poverty
have been analyzed and explained deeply by economists from different aspects. These analyses and
explanations have formed different approaches, views and academic schools. However, in the final
analysis, all of the theories and strategies about economic development are merely the methods and
tools to lift out of poverty and seek for economic development. Entering 21st century, although China’s
economy, as a whole, has broken away from the lack of goods’ supply, there is “poverty in the midst of
plenty”. “Poverty in the midst of plenty” is a new phenomenon or new problem at some stages of
economic development of developing countries, which development economics has no theoretic
preparation for, so development economics must study it and give some explanations for it.
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