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Historical Strata in the Wu and Min dialects
TING Pang-Hsin
Abstract In 1988, I proposed that there was a Min substratum in the Wu dialects of southern
Zhejiang province. Recent studies confirmed that corresponding strata existed between the two

dialects. In this paper, I add some phonological and lexical evidence, and therefore, reinforce my
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argument that the Wu dialect in the Nan-Bei-chao period was the ancestor of the modern Min’

dialects, and that the Northern Chinese of that time was the source of the modern Wu dialects.
Key words substratum, historical strata, Wu-Min relationship
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