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Taiwan and Southeastern Asia’s Underwater
Archaeology and Taiwan’s Underwater Technology
Development Policy

Jeng-Horng Chen
Department of Systems and Naval Mechatronic Engineering
National Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan

Abstract

Seas around Taiwan and South China Sea have been important transportation routes for
several hundred years and have accumulated many shipwrecks and airplanes from different
countries. Firste, both records of ancient shipwrecks and recent underwater archaeology
activities in this area are reviewed and analyzed. Then, Taiwna’s four major underwater
technology applications: archaeology, industry, scientific research, and military, are discussed.
The results indicates that Taiwan’s present underwater technologies are not well integrated
and developed, which implies a better integration and development strategy is needed. Finally,
a preliminary underwater technology development policy is proposed based on an anlysis
table of relationships among underwater technologies in those four major applications. This
policy calls for an integrated and cooperation to develop common fundamental technologies,
and then test on long term archaeology, research, and industry activities, in order to provide
chances to improve and develop advanced key industry and military applications.
Keywords: shipwreck, underwater archeology, underwater technology, science and

technology policy
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