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Study on Amomum tsao-ko Cultivation and
Eco-cultural Change of Hani People in Maku Village

Li Jian gin

Abstract: Caoguo (Amomum tsao-ko) is a kind of herb growing in the forest with great
economic value. As it calls for strict natural conditions of suitable temperature, elevation,
moisture, canopy density and soil fertility, it can only be cultivated in limited areas. In
China, it can only be found in Guangxi, Guizhou and southeastern Yunnan. This is the
reason why the market price of Amomum tsao-ko is rather high and local people usually
regard it as a main source of cash income. In the past, people used to planting Amomum
tsao-ko under the forest canopy according to their traditional practice, which was also
encouraged by the local government in the hope of speeding up local economic
development. However, as traditional practices involving the rooting out of weeds and
shrubs, and logging in the dense forest, new problems such as changing of forest
structure and loss of biodiversity occur. In the past50 years, expansion of Amomum
tsao-ko cultivation has greatly threatened local eco-environment in southeastern Yunnan.
After 1980' s, most of natural forest has been plotted as nature reserves, and relevant
governmental departments has stipulated certain policies to limit or even uproot Amomum
tsao-ko cultivation. Whereas local people' s economic life and community development
will face great impacts if Amomum tsao-ko cultivation is banned. Based on investigations
made in Maku village of Ma'andi township of Jinping Watershed Nature Reserve, this
paper tries to review the history of Amomum tsao-ko cultivation, summarize relevant



experience, analyze certain social, economic, cultural and ecological impacts, so as to
find out a feasible way for sustainable development.
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