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A Study of the Construction of the Marine Protected Areas in the
South China Sea under the Background of Climate Change

ZHANG Li-na, LIU Yu-xiao
(Law School, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, China)

Abstract: Since a series of ecological and environmental problems caused by climate change have posed
substantial threats to the ecosystems in the South China Sea, it is urgent for countries around the South China
Sea to respond to ocean climate change through adaptation actions and regional cooperation. The construction
of marine protected areas (MPAs) in the South China Sea can improve the ecological resilience and risk resis-
tance of the marine system in the South China Sea, and provide demonstration effects and practical samples
for the construction of marine reserves and sustainable development under the background of climate change.
On the basis of the overall goal of responding to climate change, the South China Sea MPAs should give the
differentiated construction arrangements to non-disputed waters and disputed ones through promoting national
actions and strengthening regional cooperation. On the one hand, countries around the South China Sea
should actively promote the construction of information exchange mechanisms, assessment and review
mechanisms and financial support mechanisms. On the other hand, such management elements of climate
adaptation as vulnerability assessment, and adaptation measures should be incorporated into the design and
planning of marine protected areas, and the depth of cooperative management and ecological connectivity of
marine protected areas in the South China Sea should be continuously strengthened so as to gradually
promote the networked and systematic construction of marine reserves in the South China Sea.

Key words: climate change; marine protected area; adaptive management; regional cooperation
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