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China’ s Legislation Response to Gene Editing Wildlife

under the Biosafety Principle

Wei Decai
( Law School, Hainan University, Haikou 570228, Hainan, China)

Abstract: Gene editing presents a dual identity when it is applied to wild animals: one is the savior of endangered wildlife indi—
viduals or species, and the other is the reformer of the ethical standards that human beings follow to protect wild animals. In this
context, there are conflicts between the gene editing wild animals and the current related laws in China, which presents its im—
pact on the Wildlife Protection Law in such aspects as changing the objective order, changing the classification basis, increasing
the difficulty of classification, and challenging the governance mechanism. To meet these challenges, China’s Wildlife Protec—
tion Law should take corresponding measures as follows: taking the conservation of the biodiversity and natural ecosystems as the
primary goal, classifying the wild animals edited by genes separately, and allowing commercial activities on the premise of ensu—
ring effective supervision by the Ministry of Ecology and Environment.
Key words: gene editing; Wildlife Protection Law; genetic material; genetically modified; the biosafety principle
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