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proposed that inflectional thyme change depends on the boundedness of the event rather than
grammatical aspect. Besides, this inflectioral rthyme change may have derived from phonological merge
but later evolved to distinguish between boundedness and unboundedness together with verb
complements.

Key Words: boundedness, unboundedness, event structure, inflectional rhyme change,

grammaticalization

LIN Huayong, LI Minying, The Cantonese disposal construction with keoi ({E): Evidence from
the Lianjiang dialect

In the Lianjiang dialect, a subdialect of Cantonese, the disposal construction is marked solely by
the resumptive pronoun keoi () instead of prepositions or the co-occurrence of both. By describing
the syntactic and semantic features of the keoi-construction and comparing it with its counterparts in
Guangzhou Cantonese, this paper argues that keoi, originally a pronoun, has evolved to mark a kind of
subjective disposal for (irrealis) rvesults or states. The keoi-construction shows a higher degree of
grammaticalization than other disposal constructions marked by the prepositions which derived from verbs
meaning ‘fo hold’, and is considered as a representative disposal construction in Cantonese, a strong
VO dialect.

Key Words: Cantonese, disposal construction, keoi ({H), grammaticalization

SONG Na, Alain Peyraube, The temporal preposition tor (3% [t"0”], BEFORE) in the
Baoding dialect and its diachronic evolution: A comparative analysis with the postposition
zhigian (Z Hi) in Standard Mandarin

This article studies the function word tou ($% [t"0”], BEFORE) which marks the temporal
relation of two sequential events in the Baoding dialect. In contrast with the temporal postposition
zhigian (Z B[) in Standard Mandarin tou (%) is employed in the Baoding dialect for a similar
temporal function. By examining the semantic features of the elements following tou, and the aspectual
features of the fou phrase, as well as its syntactic constraints and scope, it is proposed that tou should
be treated as a preposition. The path of the evolution of tou from Ancient Chinese to Modern Chinese
is also suggested at the end of the article.

Key Words: Baoding dialect, tou (#% [t"0™]), preposition, historical evolution

ZHANG Xiaoyan, Interpretation of five words and expressions in Dunhuang Buddhist
Apocrypha

It is generally noted that some words and expressions in Dunhuang Chinese Buddhist apocrypha
may have been wrongly transcribed or interpreted irrelevantly. This paper aims to offer a detailed
clarification of xuédi (BEJE), manmo ( ZFE), wel & shi sud wi (NEBIFETIE), jin (l«f_) and po
(f1), and suggests that factors including vernacular writing, phonetic borrowing, and word
simplification may have been the causes of these inappropriate transcription and interpretation.

Key Words: Dunhuang manuscripts, Buddhist apocrypha, word annotations
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