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Constructing an inter-subjective rhetorical theory
ZHAO Peiling
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: To deconstruct the unequal subject-object relationship constructed by traditional rhetorical theories, this
study draws upon Habermas’s theories on inter-subjectivity to construct an inter-subjective rhetorical theory, which
explores how both rhetorical subjects achieve with language an inter-subjective identification at both rational and
emotional levels. The study concludes that an inter-subjective rhetoric allows both rhetorical subjects sufficient agency
and subjectivity, hence providing theoretical guidance for transforming an existing relationship of power imbalance in
cultural conflicts into an equal relationship of co-existence and co-emergence.

Key Words: inter-subjectivity; inter-subjective identification; inter-subjective rhetoric; rhetorical subject
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