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Fig. 7 Clay model of Gui 2 . 1 1« ).

Fig. 8 Mold components assembly

a. . b. ’

Fig. 9 The inter —leg core piece, two pouring gates one gas gate and four orientation holes in it
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Study on the making technique of the ritual bronzes with cord pattern in Wu

and Yue states in Easterm Zhou period

LIAN Hai - ping, TAN De - rui, XU Hui - kang
(Research Laboratory for Conservation and Archaeologys Shanghai Museun, Shanghai 200050, China)

WAN Li
(Nanjing Museum, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210016 China)

Abstract: There appeared some bronzes with the special cultural featre in the Wu and Yue states from the middle
Spring and Autumn periods. There are some cord and/or thom patterns between the thin and high wall patterns on these
bonzes. It needs high techniques to make this kind of bronzes. In this paper, how the ancients of the Wu and Yue states
made the clay mold and then study on the making technique of the ritual bronzes with cord pattern through experiments
were discuss. At the first, two outer mold pieces and an inner core were made and dried with low speed. Some gmoves
and rd pattern were carved on two outer mold pieces. Some pieces of cord are used to a model and put into the grooves
with fine slurry. The cords burn out while firing the clay molds and then cord pattern appears on the clay mold. The mold
pieces were reassembled. The liquid bronze was poured in and then a bronze with cord pattern was cast. The cord pattern
on the bronze is much more clear and regular than that patterns cut done by hand. Some clear twisted fiber marks appear
on some cord patterns. This kind of technique is a better one to make cord pattern and maybe the ancients in the Wu and
Yue states use it.

Key words: Eastern Zhou period; Wu and Yue states; Ritual bronzes with cord pattern; Making technique; Restored test
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