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Fig. 1  Comparison of the work hardening behavior of  Fig. 2 Tensile strengthening of cold rolled arsenic
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A review on ancient copper — arsenic alloys

QTAN Wei  SUN Shuyun HAN Rubin
( Institute of Historical Metallurgy and Materials, University of Science and Technology Beijing, 100083)

Abstract

The study on ancient copper — arsenic alloys was reviewed in this article. The first part of the
article review the history of the use of copper —arsenic alloys. Some examinations on the mi-
crostructures and properties of the alloys were presented in the second part, the metallurgic process
to produce these alloys and the simulated tests were discussed in the next part. The last part intro-
duced briefly the unearthed arsenic bronzes and bronght out a question on the origins of them in the
early China, which would arouse attention of the archaeologists and archaeo metollwrgists.
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