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Intellectual co — operation on Xia — Shang — Zhou Chronology Project

QIU Shihua CAI Lianzhen
( Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Science)

Abstract

According to an intellectual co — operation Xia — Shang — Zhou Chronology Project, some im-
portant results are obtained as below:

1) Based on the archaeological information and '*C dating, a schematic drawing of "*C chrono-
logical framework of Xia — Shang — Zhou dynasties has been established;

2)With the aid of astronomical calculations and studies of ancient documents and bronze — ware
inscriptions, the following three historical chronological points have been determined: (D The first
year of King Yi must be BC 899; @ The year of King Wu’ s conquest of Shang Dynasty may be BC
1046; @ The first year of King Wuding’ s ruling would be BC 1250; all of which are well consistent
with the "*C dating data.

3) At last, a chranological framework after the year of King Wuding can be established. Then,
with the help of this framework and the study of inscriptions of bronze relics, the table of Kings of
Western Zhou can be got.

4) By studying “the cycle table of offering sacrifices to ancestors in Shang Dynasty”, the ruling
periods of Diyi and Dixin could be inferred, and then the chronology table of later Shang Dynasty
could be inferred too, based on the synthesis studies.

5) Based on the '*C dating of two Shang cities, the year framework of former period of Shang
Dynasty could be established.

6) Considering the "*C dating results of series samples from Erlitou site and Wangchenggang
site, and comparing them with those from astronomical calculations and historical documents, the
year of founding Xia Dynasty has been estimated.
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