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Block lifting in conservation and field archaeology

YANG Lu', HUANG Jian - hua®

(1. College of Culture Heritage and History, Northwest University, Xi'an 710069, China;
2. The Museum of Qin Shihuang Terracotta Warriors and Horses, Xi'an 710600, China)

Abstract. Block lifting is an important technique in field archaeology. This article discusses the concepts and me-
thology of block lifting, as well as the the different methods and materials used in block lifting. The article intro-
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duces basic block lifting, case block lifting, plaster block lifting and polyurethane foam block lifting. According to
the characteristics of the four different lifting methods, it was concluded that the basic block lifting is recommended
under the conditions of better soil strength and smaller bulk/weight, the case block lifting should be used under the
conditions of better soil strength and larger bulk/weight, the plaster block lifting is recommended where soil
strength is low and bulk/weight is low, and the polyurethane foam block lifting is preferred where soil strength is
low and bulk/weight is higher.

Key words: Block lifting; Conservation; Archaeology site
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