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Current science conservation and research of ancient pottery

RONG Bo'*,ZHOU Tie'*
(1. The Key Scientific Research Institute for the Conservation of Ancient Polychrome Pottery ,State Administration for Culture Heritage ,Xi’an 710600, China
2. The Museum of the Terracotta Warriors and Horses of Emperor Qin Shihuang ,Xi’an 710600, China)

Abstract; With the aim of better and more scientifically conserving ancient pottery , current research on the conser-
vation and restoration of ancient pottery has been reviewed. This review includes identification of deterioration and
damage , construction techniques, the mechanisms of conservation and restoration and case studies of conservation
and restoration , etc. The history and current status of scienfic conservation of ancient pottery objects, both inside and
outside of the country,have been summarized and existing issues are pointed out. These issues include the lack of
basic research in the physics and chemistry of pottery itself, the lack of research on the prevention and prediction of
deterioration and the lack of a systematic method for measurement and evaluation of the degree of deterioration and

damage. In the future, we should focus on basic research, systematic in — site archaeological conservation tech-
niques,research on conservation materials and standardization of conservation and restoration treatments for ancient

pottery.
Key words: Ancient pottery ; Conservation and Restoration ; Review ; Research
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