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Termite damage to wooden cultural heritage object and in — situ

conservation treatment

HAN Tong — tong,GE Qin — ya, CHENG Qian
( Chinese Academy of Cultural Heritage, Betjing 100029, China)

Abstract; Throughout history, termites have caused huge economic losses to human society, as well as to wooden
cultural heritage objects, especially to those wooden relics that cannot be moved. This article reviews recent
methods and treatments related to termite damage and its treatment. A strategy using insect growth regulators
(IGRs) as bait is the most efficient and the most environmentally friendly one of the methods reviewed. The method
employees a monitor, kill and re — monitor system and results in the least damage to the relics. Some other methods
provide new approaches to eliminate termites. These methods include using pathogenic parasites, microbes and
virus to infect termites or using plants and their extractions for treatment.

Key words: In —situ conservation; Wooden cultural heritage; Termites; Treatment
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