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Fan Li's Theoretical Contributions to Taoism of Huang Lao
Bax Xi

Abstract; Fan Li who was a pioneer of the Taoism of Huang Lao, was a key figure in the process of
differentiation from Primitive Taoism to Taoism of Huang Lao. Fan Li inherited Lao Tzu’s Tao view of
heaven, and introduced the concept of “Yin” and “Yang” creatively. The thought of “Tao of heaven and
Yin Yang” which he proposed became Huang Lao’s symbolic theory content later. Fan Li introduced Yin
and Yang into occurrences of human life, which is a major expansion of the theory of Yin and Yang. In
specific operational level, Fan Li proposed “time” theory and “follow” theory which has universal
guiding significance as the methodology of “Tao of heaven and Yin Yang” , which made Lao Tzu’s thought
of “Dao imitate nature” be applied in the field of society and politics extensively.
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