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Abstract ; Coniferous trees are the major commercial tree species in European and American countries such
as Finland, Sweden, Norway, the United States and Canada. Container seedlings are an important type of
stock for conifer. Compared to bareroot seedlings, container seedlings have the advantages of shorter period
of production, extended afforestation season, wide adaptation to adverse sites, and more uniform quality and
performance. Thus, container seedlings become an inevitable trend in the development of precision forestry.
In order to learn the technical methods of container seedlings in Europe and America, improve the quality of
container seedlings in China and provide the references for the development of container conifer seedlings,
this paper reviews the methods of detecting and improving seedling quality in European and American
countries from four aspects, including the commonly indicators used to measure the conifer seedling quality,
the improvement of the containers and the media, the optimization of cultural conditions like nutrients,
water, light and temperature, and the pest and disease management. At the end, the enlightenment and
references are proposed for the production of container-grown conifer seedlings in China.
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