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Abstract: [ Objective ] Karst mountain areas are generally thin in surface soil layer and fragile in ecological environment.
Dissolution of carbonate rocks is the main way of soil formation in karst mountain areas. It is of great significance to study
dissolution of carbonate rocks for protection of the soil environment and sustainable utilization of the soil resources in the areas.

[ Method ] Different types of microhabitats, such as stone cavern, stone crevice, stone gully, stone groove, earthy surface, and

* ERARBEEEETH (41661045), SHNE HZRAFHAATHE (BEHEFH AA[2020]6010 ), StHAREH AR ST SHH (2
BlH& KA1 [2020]112036 ) ¥EBh Supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China ( No. 41661045 ), Guizhou Province 100-level
Talent Project ( No. [2020]6010 ), and Key Program of Science and Technology of Guizhou Province ( No. [2020]1Z036 )

EF WA e fl(1974—), 55, 14, B0, FENS LI e BUL G 3 g I Re - 8RS 0T5E . E-mail: longjian22@163.com
Wk B 0T 2019-11-04; Y EMEHRS H M. 2020-05-26; W% % A (www.cnkinet): 2020-09-10

http://pedologica.issas.ac.cn



152 + e 2 il 58 &

stone surface, were selected as research objects for the study in the Maolan Karst forest, Guizhou. The method of sheet
dissolution test was used to determine carbonate rock dissolution rates in these microhabitats. Spatio-temporal variation of the
dissolution rate and shape of the rocks therein was observed, and relationships of dissolution rate with type of the microhabitat,
soil physicochemical properties and microorganisms therein were analyzed. In the end, relationship of carbonate rock and soil
formation was discussed. [ Result ] Results show that with the dissolution lasting from 0.5 to 2 years, the highest sheet dissolution
rate of the rock appeared in stone grooves, followed by earthy surface and stone surface. And slight dissolution was observed in
stone gullies, but no significant sign in stone caverns and stone crevices. In general, the rocks buried in the soil were higher than
the outcropped ones in the habitat in dissolution rate. Correlation and random forest analyses show that type of a habitat was the
primary factor affecting rock dissolution, and the soil moisture content and pH were factors promoting and inhibiting rock
dissolution, respectively. As the dissolution process going on and on, the morphology of dissolution became more and more

apparent in the microhabitats with dissolution rate changing significantly. [ Conclusion ] All the findings demonstrate that type of

a microhabitat has a significant impact on rock dissolution in karst mountain areas.

Key words: Maolan karst; Carbonate rock; Dissolution rate; Dissolution morphology; Soil process
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Table 1 Thickness of the soil layer and depth of the placement of
the rock sheet

AN TR K R ER
Type of Thickness of the soil Depth of the placement of
microhabitat layer/cm rock sheet/ cm
{174 Stone gully 3~6 3~6
11l Stone cavern 10~30 10
f1## Stone groove 2~4 2~4
f14% Stone crevice 1 1
+ [ Earthy surface 20 10

b)

BT B R i

Fig. 1 Placement diagram of carbonate rock sheet
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Table 2 Soil Physical and chemical properties of microhabitat

INEEBE Y
4% Total 4= Total 4Hji Total A C/ A ML Organic KR
Type of pH
nitrogen /% carbon /% sulfur /% N ratio / % matter / ( gkg™) Moisture/%
microhabitat
A v 0.83+0.15b 6.48+1.1b 0.06+0.01bc 7.78+0.18b 100.69+13.55b 7.40+0.12a  0.24+0.07cd
{14 @ 0.83+0.39b 6.9+3.26b 0.08+0.02bc 8.33+0.52b 100.1+46.21b 7.56+0.27a 0.18+0.01d
E‘i’@l@ 1.24+0.12b 10.86+1.41b 0.11+0.03b 8.78+1.33b 166.2+24.11b 6.86+0.41a 0.34+0.05bc
Vapi | @ 2.31+0.53a 30.06+8.02a 0.194+0.03a 12.91+0.6a 546.51+£207.58a 6.994+0.09a 0.52+0.04a
+im? 0.9+0.11b 7.99+0.77b 0.09+0.02bc 8.92+0.29b 120.45+15.57b 6.9+0.18a 0.38+0.05ab
T TR 0.49+0.15b 3.85+1.21b 0.04+0.01c¢ 7.88+0.24b 60.32+22.16b 6.82+0.49a 0.34+0.04bc

e FBIARE SRR R 22 5 B3 (P<0.05), Note: Different letters in the same column mean significant difference at 0.05 level. T
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Fig. 3 Dissolution rate of carbonate rocks relative to type of microhabitat
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Table 3 Correlation coefficients between soil properties and
dissolution rate of carbonate rocks relative to type of microhabitat

i % Dissolution rate

S BUMEE BUNMESR (BB )
Factors Total Total microhabitats ( exincluding
microhabitats sub-surface layer )
40T Bacteria 0.06 0.63*
&3]
0.10 0.63*
Actinomycetes
LT Fungi 0.08 0.66%*
AN -0.06 0.52*
& C -0.01 0.67%*
Wi S -0.07 0.59*
WAL CN 0.26 0.71%*
AL
-0.03 0.64*
Soil organic matter
pH —0.60%* —0.66%*
77K 3 Moisture 0.69%* 0.88%%*

TE: P<0.05 H “*” F/R, P<0.01 H “**” IR, P<0.001
JH “##x” IR . Note: P <0.05 was represented by "*", P <0.01 was

"F* - and P <0.001 was "¥**",
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Fig. 5 The type of carbonate rocks in earthy surface, sub-surface layer, stone groove and sub-surface layer of a stone groove
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Fig. 6 EDS micrographs of carbonate rocks in soil surface
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