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Imaging features of ectopic pancreas in gastrointestinal tract
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[ Abstract] Objective To analyze and conclude CT and MRI imaging features of ectopic pancreas in
gastrointestinal tract so as to improve the understanding of the features. Methods The clinical, imaging, and
pathological data of 12 patients with ectopic pancreas in the gastrointestinal tract confirmed by the pathology in the
Sichuan Provincial People’s Hospital from November 2016 to June 2019 were retrospectively analyzed. The
characteristics of image presentation were summarized. Results (D The anatomical distribution: all patients had a
single lesion. Of the 12 cases, 6 cases located in the gastric body lesser curvature, 3 cases located in the gastric angle, 1 case
located in the posterior wall of gastric antrum, 1 case occurred in the upper jejunum, and 1 case occurred in the terminal
ileum; 8 cases located in the submucosa, 2 cases located in the submucosa and muscular layer simultaneously, 1 case
located in the submucosa, muscular and serous layer simultaneously, and 1 case located in the muscular layer. @ Size of
the lesions: the maxium dimensions of the lesions were all 3 cm or less, and the long axes of the lesions were parallel to the
gastrointestinal tract wall in 10 cases. (3 The internal characteristics: the results of 9 of 11 cases showed the isodensity
compared to main pancreas on the plain CT scan. The results of 8 patients with enhanced CT showed the moderate to
obvious enhancement, with 2 cases showed the slightly enhanced flaky or tube-like foci. In the arterial phase and portal
venous phase, 6 cases showed the isodensity compared to main pancreas respectively. The result of MRI in 1 patient
showed the isointensity compared to main pancreas on the plain scan and obviously heterogeneous enhancement.
Conclusion CT and MRI could provide some information about location, size, and internal density or intensity of

ectopic pancreas, and could be helpful for diagnosis.
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