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ABSTRACT There are three dimensions that could influence the validity of results from clinical re-
searches and they are theoretically accepted as: risk of systematic error (bias), risk of random error
(chance), and risk of design error (wrong design to answer the posed question). When overviewing and
synthesizing the evidence for a certain clinical question, we should consider these potential risks first. Er-
ror matrix is constructed from the three dimensions of errors and serve as a tool to provide visual as-
sessment of reliability of evidence. The overall effort is to minimize all three risks of errors before the size
and the direction of the effect can be assessed reliably. This article will introduce the error matrix ap-
proach and apply it into the assessment of Radix Sophorae flavescentis versus placebo or no intervention

for chronic hepatitis B.
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