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1. Because of the business over his becoming an associate professor, Hung-chien had
always regarded Kao Sung-nien with a certain rancor and so had as little to do with him as
possible. He had never expected Kao to be so congenial. As a student of biology, Kao knew
that “the survival of the fittest” was ordained by nature. He was quite confident of his own
ability to adapt to the environment and to know what to say to whom on which occasion. Like
the head instructor of the 200, 000 imperial troops referred to in ancient novels as “an expert
in all eighteen of the military arts,” Kao Sung-nien, as president, was “fluent” in the
disciplines of all three colleges and all ten departments of the school. “Fluent,” that is, in the
sense of flowing smoothly, as in “the free flow of trains” or “a smooth intestinal flow.” A few
“brief remarks” would go in through the ears and flow directly out of the mouth without
stopping for a moment in the brain. One day the Political Science Association held its

inaugural meeting and had asked him to give a speech. He could speak volubly on
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international relations, comparing Fascism with Communism, but maintaining that, in the
final analysis, China's present political system was the best. The next day the Literary Study
Group was having a social gathering. In his hortatory speech, besides saying poetry and songs
were “the soul of the people,” and literature was a “tool for psychological reconstruction,” he
encouraged the audience to become India’s Tagore, England’s Shakespeare,
France’s-uh-France’s Rousseau (also pronounced ‘loso’), Germany’s Goethe, and America’s -
American writers were too numerous. The day after at the Physics Club’s meeting to welcome
new members, having no atomic bomb to talk about yet, he could only call out a few times to
the theory of relativity, making Einstein, all the way on the other side of the ocean, run a fever
in his right ear and even sneeze. Besides this, he could even say “Shit” once or twice during a
chat with the military instructor. Surprised and delighted, the instructor looked at him with
new respect and considered him one of his own. Today Kao was having an informal meal with
a few close friends with women present beside, so of course he adapted differently by
cracking jokes and poking fun.

2. The increased use of low-energy transportation options such as bicycle sharing, bus
rapid transit and traditional subways are providing city dwellers with more flexible, cheaper,
and less polluting options. For instance, China will be building over 87 new mass transit rail
lines of nearly 2,500 km of length in the next five years alone. If construction continues on
this pace, then China’s cities will have half of the world’s metro tracks by 2050. Some novel
mass transit concepts have also emerged, such as on-demand buses developed by the
University of Tokyo, which replace fixed-route bus lines, by dynamically routing pick-ups
and drop-offs based on user demand. These systems improve operational efficiency and

reduce carbon emissions by eliminating unnecessary stops.
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