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Case study of the quantification of baseflow nitrogen export using LOADEST
and digital filtering in drinking water source region
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Abstract; Surface direct runoff and baseflow are two main pathways of non-point source nitrogen/phosphorus nutrient transporting to streams. Scientific
understanding and quantitative analysis on baseflow nitrogen load are essential for accurately tracking the non-point sources of nitrogen pollution. This
paper applied Load Estimator model and digital filtering algorithm to quantify baseflow nitrogen load and Yu Quan River watershed drinking water source
region in Shanxi, Zhejiang province, was used as the study site. Monthly total nitrogen concentration and daily stream discharge records during 2010-01—
2013-12 in Yu Quan River watershed were used. The results show that the methodology used in this study could yield reasonable outcome with high
simulation accuracy, the determination coefficient and Nash-Sutcliffe model efficiency were 0.83 and 0.80, respectively; the annual riverine TN loads
ranged from 141.21 to 274.68 t-a™' with an average value of 208.63 t-a™', annual baseflow driving TN loads from 84.39 to 168.68 t-a™! with an average
value of 127.69 t-a™!; the annual contribution of baseflow to riverine TN pollution was more than 60%, which needs enough attentions on the surface
water quality impairment caused by baseflow nutrient export.
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1 5|5 (Introduction)

T — I RE A R bR 7K R oAl I K
JRRAET” (Hall, 1968 ) , & 1A Ji AEAS 7K 22745 1Y
FA G MR N AR A K 2 AN K
U8, R K R A A S AR A AR &
FLVEA (He e al., 2016; T2 545, 2016). 5
REBRRM L, i T2 80 FKRENEE, LR
LA R T I I . D35 Y R A AT B £ AT
i BT A% I AN AR AT AR A I R 5 43 0 AT
TZK AR Y 7K SCE T (B & BESF, 20095 He et al.,
2016) H L, T3 77 45 B a7 %) R 8 P A hy b 3R
LR AR AR R 35 30 . 25 1 3] b T 7K K SO A 1 e
Je Rk, U H R R, T K i 35 43 ]
RESEEAT | B 2 50T 4 1 28U I3 52 77 9 ( Meter
et al., 2015) . Rt , H1F /K DLSE IR Xy 1B 9 5% o
PR AR, o5 R R R R o ) 2
R AT 0] 5 156, FF 5 s 300 P 9T 3 33 3 6 g 1T
AEAE HH Y KA He R R T o 25 804 B & L 4R 1)
LN

ST SL I M e AR U AR 0 i S AR 15 fR] AN
W EE K2R, w5 o0 T 5 K
PR b /KI5 et il SR A B R LA — R
A B L T 9 BT R A RN Dy B T Y AT A S
HOA B GR0RE BRLAS HiL 2R 7K 475 e AR I 44 F B A 5 Y
VR, A 24105 Y W HE UK S, B BO™ AR G Y
VRFRATES I 55—, T o K5 Yok 38 5 i kTS
Y3 R it A7 76 IR A DAL B4 M 8 R 22 ( Sanford
et al., 2013; Vervloet et al., 2018) , 1€ FL I 77 47 fin
R i TR, KT B — 25 B TR S R — A
KA A1, 5 22 05 8 5 | 5 BUR R AR 0T ; 56
=L TEAKTG YA B R R, T T4 S I A M
FRHERRIE S A EE ERARR ARG =& 51
MRS, FETE A8 A [R] A YL 45 ol 56 s 491 4n, X6 1
i3 B AR U T YL Tk R A i I T A, T S ¢
AU A AR Rl R A
it 52 22, WO R 2% 2 R < A e R A Ol 2.

B AF AT Y S BB A IR A, R S8 2L i 77
GG Al 5 g () R, 27 2 AT Ao AL o G T B R 4
B, O&iidT 17— iR, o & o i R
Schilling 45 (2004 ) #2 1 (14 7 1. 1% 7 1 L K& i i £
S3 B BERN B SR S T KT 90% B 1 5%
A3 FE SR R b A Sy 3 SR A B MR B SRS 43

HENT T SR 43 O o R SR (R MR AR )
F24r 40 faf £ B9 Load Estimator ( LOADEST) /4t 1145
W B R TR R H 3R S R 3 R 4
g7 it Schilling 25 (2004 ) 3£ T35 [E Raccoon ¥ K-35
28 A1 i AT A M B RO B
LR ATEAS Ak B8 & 5 Raccoon T 4 - RS S A
Tyt E A Y 66% Z2 A5 TR RE ML, 28 SR % (2018) LU
N2 T A8 1 v DT 9 L 76 7 Sl RSP Yl 37 5y 81
W R R T SR = R I R A (TN
WA E AR FE R TN FAfar o5 Bk TN g s
T 71.1%. 8% T Bk 7 2 46, Miller 45 (2016)
FIFHFE I 3 ) 7 125 15 1 252 v 00 230 1 g 245 4 W ) 4
P (115 min") #ES7 TN A RO B S B R B
A1) A% AT L0 5 Hh 3R B AR T I A S R
B R H 52 [E] Chesapeake V25 7T 3ok 556 3 X b 26
TRAHAS AT 671 o i 9 BT R R 58% ~73% . Kim %5
(2010) 7EFETR A EN A FERE T, 254 1R K AS A A
R | A5 T 58 [E Daejeon T FE AL A9 il 25 26 H
W, 5 R R 2 60% 1 T KA S AR A T
FLU 4 B . SR, Schilling 45 (2004) F1 Miller 45
(2016) P 7 X B M R 3 v, B SR AT K s [ )
B0 8 e A0 W £ 7K SR BB 7 W) TV B R
SRR I SE I R A TR AT 5 2 AR, X LA A W A4
FANGE 1 DCHE T A . Kim 55 (2010) LA —
ANHL T A W I ) B AR B v B, R R
IR IR A S 23 S5 o R EL AT et AR o 5 RS
b, WSR2 SR ] RBAF AR R IR 22

TRFAZKOK P 3t n] i K 22 )8 1 L& vl 3,
TR A2 ST AN 1R B R, WO A T BB I A
g E 2SR, B TR IR R IR
i v TR T A B A R A AR R R TR
LR FH AR AU, G 2 A A - 1 X i, W
KRBT 5EE, MR b= T %
JE L ARHIFGY S 3k A 7 — P A BRSO A
A A8 7K U b JEE 3 £ A 3 80 7 1 R BN T W VA B
BRI Hb 1) SR I SO A 5 X3, 6T 2010—
2013 4% H 19 TN Wo il Bctls g H 09 I 2 450 | 7
H LOADEST A BB i BE AR B H TN 1 faf 1 2
Jei , 38 3o AR U B g B S U T S T
HE T BB A% I FH 553 0 A 0, SC BT K R
FEPFM TN 67 47 12 BTk A9 22 iR, DAY A K
V5 b 7K 5 i — A5 O SR R 22 A
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WK I T LA RN T sV i, Fodh
PO B A T AL 119°47' ~ 120015 Fidb 46 27°36 ~
27°50" Z 8], s E AR A 2302 km® (E 1) 3% /K PR b
A HE K RS K E ML E B KR R 3 3 r4
A, 9 1 2 TR N 3 XK 709% B /K B IR, ARk S
WK E] M4 500 207 N E, G #TT A K EREK O
1 20% LA b s s VT RS Fr b 1 b 2T 381X | 4458 2 2
SELHE A O A et R O FOKRS
+ (HFEREEE, 2016) . /K U5 M X 38 22 41 (1950—2013
4F ) SF-H KB R 1880 mm, SR FEK KBCN 149 d,
Ro T e AF N 43 TBE AS 389 50, 759% 14 W 7k 26 Hh 7E 4—9
AR B H R EIORAE X B 4 31 R 19.6
°C, 1887 f I 83%. WHE K JH M A JFE 4 £, H

) R IR SR B B K R AR UK DX 1T RS L K R
BUK 1) e T ) 38 2 S0, 7K LK K s ik b 37 e
TR AT B PR I, B4 T SR A B 5 X
L) ERERBE LN 264 km?, FIH A 1
HiR 2 A 2 B 43 Sk bR B b | 8235 FH b D A )
FH #3551 o 90 38 T ALY 64.9% .32.1% 1.8% Fl
1.2% (Kl 1). B 2007 4 LI, b5 X A B8R T
VERHEDE, SR T3k N Tolk Aok B A% | #7520 4h
i AE R TR 0 37 20 3038 AR IR IR S
S, K IR BUATIAS A U AR 4l CHER CGRELLI) 2 IX
IKIRBE L5 A eI A S A A (2011—2020 48) )
AR M T BER K A 214 B ) 7K 5 D A 7w
2010—2013 4FF & A JE Wi A& 15 2052 8 757 & b
FOK MK ER TN & F B AR T

N
A
27°500'N}
o
27°40'0'NF
; Pl 51
m R SRR M A LA AR
" A SHEAIUK ST %
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i ke
EIRR Bt
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Fig.1 The map of sampling sites in Yu Quan River watershed and the river water quality and hydraulic characteristics of different sites

3 HIES5FiE(Data and methods)

3.1 #HiE

2010—2013 4F[H] {4 T SR 18 B A /K ot W 0 25 41
FIIHE 7K 2 7 12 5CH0 3k M i SR A ) X 401 A 2
JRERAE A AR RN 1 Y- mon ™", JiE B W I A R
R 1 dTUTN MR B SR B A B R A AR A k- 52 A0 o
JEOCEEIN A, T 5% 182 A 1000 DR T 7 e ok T AR L A
P EAT ).
3.2 LOADEST #&#!

R T i R K BT 0 S A ke = 1 T AT R R
gy fh A AR SR TR) B, SE E ML SR IR R BE R T
LOADEST # %1 £ #H Ji/ i FORTRAN #2 ¥ ( Runkel
et al., 2004 ) ) T SE 1) I 5 RS IR0 7K 5T W 4

P, LOADEST BLAYBEAE 17 Bl 7 % H IRl 37 43 1 Ao
W Ge 175 # , i il AAR 5 H /A /2274574 45 i
() RUBE T (35 4 B far (I 8, 2017) AR HL A
BARMIPEAL SR B, 25 0T 5 A S LR

T, 7 SEOTFERR AT

In(L,) =a, + a,In(Q,/Q,) + a,In(Q,/Q,)* +
a,sin(2mw(t —t,)) +ayeos(2mw(t —1t,)) +
as(t —1,) +ag(t-1,)° (1)

K, In S HRXELG LK ¢ H OB SRS e

(kg-d™") ;0,0 ¢ HEYGLE (m*s™" ), Q ALY

Uit e A BOE AR B, o AR B o

WHC o F o, 73 SR 78 37 0 T B SR R R &R,
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o, Ml o, TR R 3543 i fi i S BT A OC 2R s Ml o
Gy R IR AT S T C R,

LOADEST 7 Py #3575 7T LIAR 4l Akmke {5 5.
HEN] ( AIC) FI Sehwarz posterior probability ¥ N
(SPPC) AT 9 B B X rh i B fe A 7 0P
AR T S5 /N X 25 (LAD ) J5 % AR KARSR
flith (MLE ) AT A R BISR A1+ (AMLE ) 3 Fh 2%k
R IR RO A% A3 454 ( Runkel
et al., 2004).

33 HFEEERATSBESR

331 HFREERSNEE HFUEWEET S
HB AR B U8 i oR 50K A 38 b 3R L AR A 11 e A
F T SR AR S T 2 B, ST M AR
TR LU o3 B BT B B H R T AT o 25 AR R
Al A AR A B UL (Amold et al., 1995;
He et al., 2016) .Nathan % (1990) B %A F iz 4 A
W BE TN b 2 F Ok BUS T8 2558
AESR  BEE T EHLE AR M LR, B TES 50w
BT 0k W B AR AE K SR U AR B T Tz 5
(Bosch et al., 2015 ; Longobardi et al., 2016 ; X Hi A
452017 R4 2017) . Eckhardt( 2005 ) £+ Xf £ 4¢
B UE I T R UEAT T otk , 51 AR K H 4 () A
I RIELAG B (BFL,,, ) , #2 ) Eckhardt’s 205 IE
(ERDF) , fifi %5 57 98 19k 35 370 43 81 B R A 52 B 107 ) v
FM A . ERDF AR A R .

(1 -BFL_)ag,_, + (1 - a)BFL_0Q,

B 1 - aBFI__ (2)
KA, 0,0 ¢ FFZIART (m™s™") ¢, 00 ¢ T2 FE 7
(m™s™) ;BFI, AERIERIER(LEN) ;0 Hik
IKEE(TCEN).
332 HFREERAETSBEBEX WK
3 e o BT /KA 3% 3 P R 38 3 e R
Hb e B AR IR Y UL A R LB 1 9% 40 VR A7 T T
i FERR SR AT B S AR B R S AR K, Dk
ShIRIZL, SO AR 3R 43 D B 8] 77 4] 01 8 T
(1 5 decsit, DAL AT LA A s A0 5 5 AR AR I 75, i
T2 BT K B VR A, L0 i B L A 1
FEor e BE AR RauaE , TR I, 69 77 40 3R e 1) e 47
ARARR B R/ A SR, T LB VR AR 5 (fi] 2%
FRAE, 2017) KRR BR A, T 9% 43 67 4o ik B[R] P
FRT LA AR AR A0 (5 5 A 28, i) 36 U, 507 ik
e H A FLAT I FH 60 97 o 43 0 0 B4R B

ARHFFEfE % ERDF BT =X, 507 0 I 3 9 £ o

q,

Sr B R E R P
l ( 1 - BLImax )ﬁll,—l + ( 1 - B) BLImaxLI
- I - BBLL,,

(3)

o, LR o 2RI TN fa i (kg-d ™) 50, R ¢
20 B L TN i (kg-d ™) 58 4 i far 4B %
(o 49) s BLL,, A B R ER I A P 4 (o) .
333 WRESHEITERE HHBEFIEE LR NT
o 43 FIVRL R 2 T JIT e AR R 114 S e ) 02 1 SR AR 7Y
S8 B M BLIL, A SCHEBCR AT kit g
BLI F%L(A.

DB 3 XoF T3 B0 A 1 1R 0 7 1 7 36 AL 15
#|. A2 LOADEST B30 i 328 H ] 3 TN 1 oy £ s
(] )3 5] v ki s 7R G 9 £ U AR A R AR a0 R &
BN TR 5 T HE AR TR 2 i A] A a BE 3
T TH IR A R R 5 (Linsley et al., 1949 ; Halford
et al., 2010) .

N=0.834"2 (4)

o, N I IG BRI L KA, A N AR K
AR AR 13 g R 0 i T 1R Ao R G A2 7 for o
i P61 722 Ak AN Wt 2 B R o, O HLRR 2 KRR AP KT
G5 dAESEBRI A b R = K 8 0 00 4
P A DX IR R - G e R A R A
AT RETC TR BRI H A 3 B JE U 171 Aoy i 1R 2 AR AE
DORIG GG, JE3 B g 1 IR 1 R R R BT LA Y
Pl DL Tk ) — s B 0 i I B T R
P IETTEE S G AT T AR AL DL L O AR R DAY
[ A28 5, HEATHRBEU S (y=be ™) , e RIS FAFi 1
R H %L B.

QTEME B IERE b S5 = Fh
ST JE A8 5 BLI, ( Collischonn et al., 2013;
Miller et al., 2016). J ] 3§ i B 325 J B 1 L SC ik
Collischonn % (2013) , ML Ab ] 247 44 BLI,, B iH5

Mo R K IR T T AR A LA A 5K

l, = (5)

K,k ¢ BRI SR SR T fr i (kg-d ™) 50, N
=1 B LR IR o Ty it (kged ™).

T3 77 43 17 Ay Ak 580 0 B 1) 08 0% PR BR TR
mr.

(6)
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Ao, 1 i i B 1) B IS R ¢ I 20 3 R 03 A
i (kged™) 51, A S ] PR Y -1 B2
FEFR IR i (kg d ™) WP RBT R G — K1Y
I3 ST R A S 1o U A1 AR AR (L, T LA A T
HH S8 B 1A 3 B fer L R B, P FR 2 ) 308 30 i O £
R LS B 5
3.4 REEREITMIER

K UE ZB(RY) 9N R %L ( Nash-Sutcliffe
model efficiency,, NS) PP 154 8 ) B 4DUKG B, — & L
A AXT

> (P - P)(0, - 0)
R = |- : (7)
2 (Pi-P) 2 (0,-0)
i (0, _P[)z
NS=1-" (8)
Z (01 _f)>2

K, n HEEARECH ;0 A1 P 43540 32 S0 B 4 A
VB (/) - 548 5 0,81 Py SIARERES @ A S Eds
L Ei
3.5 HiEAESERHE

i & USGS JF & By FORTRAN & J7 i
LOADEST #54 ; )i il MATLAB 2014a 4 f S P1

= ®
EI#A\

175

1 2 3 7 8 9

4 5 6
TitEER

THAR M2k A ShPke B s ) 8 I B s oA Bl Ak 1
FIF Microsoft Excel 2007 414 58 il ; % F ArcGIS
10.271 Origin Pro 9.0 Z {4 IVEF JE K.

4 ZERE51TFi8 (Results and discussion)

4.1 SARBRATTER LOADEST &l
FIH E RIBE R 20102013 4E% H TN % JiF
BRI R /K 5T W BB 3t B 4 , S B LOADEST
BRI MLk ] 7 B S8R g @ 1 AIC
SPPC U] BT 5 F A4 O il [l )51 0y 7 v gk 5 A A
1975 FETE X (Runkel er al., 2004) 1€ 2 W 5 HAh
IR A, WS EOT R ALC A1 SPPC {EH /),
FIZ TR I Fe i i93Z H TN 47 fup B [8] 9 5 A& 9F
H,Z A 7 R 5% 25 17 51 AH 56 2280 (SCR) ARAI, i BH
BEHEER 22 Z A B M ST, 5 A8 v b S ) 2% e AN A AE
JPHIAE . LOADEST A3 8 A i i vy, 40U R 5|
a, ~ ag W BUAE 1+ 73 B B, LOADEST £ 7 [y
FORTRAN F2£/& H1 N & T LAD MLE #1 AMLE 3 Ff
T T B 3RS ECR 5 B BUE I RE % 3 B L
AN NG T2 T SR I A X R BL(PPCC)
LR T 1 RABIUSR 245 6 IE R0, AR St
JH AMLE J5iE#- T 2 80R € , & S 800 8 H L%
LN 1 AT AR W ag 1 a, B3 (E 20 50 4.1133
F10.9762 , t-ratio AXTEH KT 1, FRUAZFE 5%

—46 —

1 2 3 7 8 9

4 5 6
TitEER

E 2 LOADEST #% 9 #1512 A Akaike 15 2 4N (AIC) 1 Sehwarz posterior probability i1 (SPPC)
Fig.2 AIC and SPCC values of nine equation forms inhere in LOADEST model

1 ERZEZRHTN AfTEHEN LOADEST HE SR EHE

Table 1 Calibrated LOADEST parameters for TN loads in the Yu Quan River

ZH F-HIE b2 t-ratio® b HERETPANY
o, 4.1133 0.0972 42.32 0.0000 AIC® =1.505 SPPC! =-36.440
@, 0.9762 0.0613 17.16 0.0000 PPCC®=0.9758 SCR'=-0.0151

TE:a: t-ratio 8XHE/NT | RUSEAFEE R ATEM b, p HRT 0.05 RMSET 0 ZMIAFAFERFE 2R c: Akaike 5 BN
(AIC) B fE/)N , FFERL M ; d; Sehwarz posterior probability #EN ( SPPC) , BUE /N, 5 B TE FMAR s e HER M £ A1 R L (PPCC) , PPCC
ST 1, RUIBAY YR 22 IR NARHE IEZS 340 5 £ R 227 SIAHC R A (SCR) T K 96 5% 22 02 A5 AF 757 AR DG M, SCR BB/ , 13 B 5% 22 22 1A AH L.

L 7R B R A4
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SEUE AR EERMG  ao M o, 5 0 Z[AAFHE B E 2
SHE(p < 0.05) , BAGIT=E L HE 3 TLUE T,
KBTI H ) TN 67 fif 5t 5200 5 LOADEST #5275
BHUE 2 [R]f R*H1 NS B R 0.72 AR PG AH SCHE T, 24
NS > 0.65 s}, BAY LI L5 o 4 AR 24 NS >
0.80 Hif, AR (1) A5 4D 45 SR M AH 25 K5 1 ( Borah et al.
2004 ;Shu et al., 2008) .25 [ frids | T #5710 WS4
LOADEST BB AR BT, v] LI B AT £ IR
B H TN i far i A 55 2 B L H R REE Y TN 47 fif

=R I
T 5[] 7 1.
10000 .
R*=0.72, p<0.01 I
NS=0.72 4
f; 1000 | n=46 g
Z o
100 | X Yo
& .'.’
G //
Z 10 o .- °
=" -
1F ,®
7
4
,/
01 k2 1 1 L ! |
0.1 1 10 100 1000 10000

WP TN e i A(kg-d ™)

3 ERZE TN AEFEMHER LOADEST BRI R
Fig.3 Plot of LOADEST modeled and observed daily riverine TN
loads of the Yu Quan River

4.2 BFREERATSIENSHITHE

HRFE AR DG e W A5 B AR it Hr 2 1 1]
h 3 A HE KR 22 AR Y B K R ECH 149 d, [
- A R A B, LI 071 iy T AR o i 0 SR AR R 4k
KEKToET 5 d STk, W 2 AE N SRR
2010—2013 4 TN £ faf i I [B] P Z1 Fp BE Y 1 2% 1
THAR Hh 2 AR 00 & ih 2 B SR 735 A JE 03 £ far 119 70
R ER RPN 0.62, TCi A5 H A BRI 671 far 714 1 4
B(E 4 b) Fiei 1 fay iR i B R R BUOR T 5%
T4 d af AR E Y 3 ZRTHAR ik, LAl A h &y R
A3k 0.92 062 F1 0.98, F5 %R Y B 4351 N
0.74(e™*) 0.23(e™ ") F10.85(e™"*) (Kl 4 a~4
c) P ASIFoT BE 30 £ A T 1R R A 2 hy 4 d.
PR R, SEFREE T AR 1 AR AN ] A A B —
o> M2 AR, IF HL i T Hb AR J 0 R K i
#hFE (Eckhardt, 2008 ) , 233 AU 2] ) 5 37 T 7o 1
SES U /N R L Nl S (RS /AR TR S BI= P U e 9753
IR E R R e RPN, S8R 0.85 (RIEE I
AR I R A 2 ) 1 Ry 67 A 1 AR 8, LA ARIE
P () 17 g T4 1R il £ B8 0% A G R AR 2 U B B 1Y
R A R E B 25, B AT g A
2 5 R AR 4 BLL,, = 0.62(&1 4 d).

600 a. . 2400 b. . .
=609.68¢ 02 y=97553¢71478¢ 1200 y=12738¢019%¢
o 2__ an 2 an 2__,
Duol @ R0 3 R=0.62 g =098
< < 1600 £ 1000 [
i L i} i
300 e 1@
i * S st 2 soof
150 |
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0 ! I L | # I I | 1 J
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80001~ 4 BLI,,,~0.62 B
z — RN
2 6000}
Z
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1 1 1 |
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&4
27—2012-06-30 1 faf {H1R # 4L, d S R A fr 46 450

HFrREERATSBEESHITE (2.2011-06-16—2011-06-20 T4 7H1E 5 %, b.2011-08-09—2011-08-13 11 fuf {8 % %L, ¢.2012-06-

Fig.4 Estimation of parameters in digital filer baseflow load separation model ( a.2011-06-16—2011-06-20 load recession constant, b.2011-08-09—

2011-08-13 load recession constant,c.2012-06-27—2012-06-30 load recession constant,d. maximum baseflow load index)
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AT R B B 2k A e P A DL
P, BRI 1 075 S BRI bR R 2 I R A T e
(PREEFRSE, 2011) , B 1 H2 0 BRI T A 2 1)
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Fig.5 Results of baseflow TN load separation during 2010—2013 in the Yu Quan River watershed
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Fig.6  Verification of baseflow nitrogen load separation result
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Table 2 The annual riverine TN loads in Yu Quan River during 2010 to

2013 tea’!
an S B priog i B
2010 168.68 106.00 274.68
2011 84.39 56.82 141.21
2012 141.75 87.00 228.74
2013 115.93 73.97 189.89
Sy 127.69 80.95 208.63
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