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Fig.1 Deluxe hardcover book decorated

with gilt edges
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Fig.3 Press the bookblock flat after gluing the spine
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Fig.5 The form of gilding boards
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Fig. 6 Lift the book and gilding boards into the press
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2.10 #HYIETE

(NN 2 K (e prRe S R LR ot ep 3 47
HHNFAI T, NP 12, ST R 1 % 0 KUY 377 i ik
1o PG ERH Sy s, 2EAE S Sl o8 iU 1),
TEARER 2GR R B

AT SR 4 932 [R) el 4 T A A 48— [7)
B TT ko RSO G b G TS 2 BRIA Al
AU HOR MR 19 4 9 4%, D BE AR X g .
VL IIRFS 3 s St S N D BRSBTS SR Y e/ N U
PN B AR, ol 0 DU AR TR R L X R AL
AT LA T 4 A R O
2.11 HFE&eE

FHEERIX A3 O AL, 205, LiRfe—i#Ek

12 GHERUIERMED ]
Fig.12 Gilder’ s cushion and knife

o Ml RN AT A2 | — 2 R 4 REAE I iR AR

K

TR0 N < 9 IR B A P R, LT LA 4 9 A AR
0 P o, B AR AR RS = A5 10 L7, X v B
(O 07 B, 1 ) ISP TR 2 9 Mkl B
AT, Pl TSR DK T B AR T B < 2 bk it o
Wi B ) e A T L, T 13 MR SEFEIS A0 L T
PR AL E B 2mm RS, XAEMUE N TS
HTEE, &R &SRS, TR PR,
HEBDBOWSHEE R XT3 L%
J7, A ICRR T BUNR LG T B AN . ]
INBEETRANBORLR BT A0, L RORE N i A
WRBIE MGG 0 L ISR 2 B R OB ™ AR /Y
1530

13 HiREH
Fig.13 Lay the gold leaf

2.12

SRR, X 2R, B2 H
X IR 25 AR B 5, TR DR Dy ik 26 DX 1 2 9 T
TR S A B2 MR B ORI i, x4
DSR2 Wt AR - ARG o K I R — /N AL 1]



2 ST 5 R

%30 &

X W I B 4 SR A T AR A A T, LA <65 0 5 11 i
— LRI N 14, FZRI, T A O — e 2
2 I — v, R 3 ~4 0, TR 1 ] g

B 14 KAL) 6
Fig. 14 Press the edge lightly by using a cotton ball
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Traditional European technology of edge gilding

HU Po, PEN Fu —ying
( National Library of China, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Edge gilding is a traditional manual decoration technology used in hardcover book binding in Europe.

Gold leaf was applied to the book edge to give it a golden — mirror look. In recent years, domestic restorers are en-

countering more and more western ancient books that need to be repaired. It is necessary to study this technology

and to review related traditional conservation methods. In this paper, we discuss in detail the brief history, main

process, tools and materials used and the technical parameters of edge gilding, with the aim of providing a refer-

ence for the repair of ancient western books.

Key words: Edge gilding; Hardcover; Bookbinding; Ancient books repair
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