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Abstract: This study was conducted to evaluate the expression patterns and polymorphisms of
LHR gene in the hypothalamic-pituitary-ovarian axis (HPOA) and its association with litter size
in Small Tail Han sheep, and further understand its effect on lambing traits of Small Tail Han

sheep. The real-time f{luorescence quantitative PCR (qPCR) method was used to detect the ex-
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pression of the LHR gene in reproductive and brain tissues of 6 Small Tail Han sheep (3 polyto-
cous and 3 monotocous ewes from the FecB + + genotype) in this study. The 380 Small Tail
Han sheep and total 380 sheep for Small Tail Han sheep, Tan, Sunite, Cele Black, Hu and Prai-
rie Tibetan sheep were selected, and Sequenom MassARRAY® SNP assay was applied to detect
the polymorphism of 7 single nucleotide polymorphism sites (SNPs) of LHR gene. Then the as-
sociation between L HR and litter size was analyzed in Small Tail Han sheep. The results showed
that LHR gene was expressed in the brain, hypothalamus and ovary tissues, and highly ex-
pressed in ovary. The expression of LHR gene in ovary, brain and hypothalamus of polytocous
Small Tail Han ewes was extremely significant higher than that of monotocous ewes (P<C0.01).
The genotype frequencies and allele frequencies of the 4 SNPs were extremely significantly differ-
ent between monotocous and polytocous sheep breeds (P<C0. 01). Population genetic analysis in-
dicated that 7 SNPs showed moderate polymorphism in most sheep breeds (0.25<CPIC<C0.5);
The result of chi-square test showed that 7 SNPs were in Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium in most
sheep breeds (P>>0. 05). Association analysis showed that the polymorphism of one SNP in the
LHR gene were significantly correlated with litter size in Small Tail Han sheep (P<Z0. 05), and the pol-
ymorphism of 2 SNPs were extremely significantly correlated with litter size in Small Tail Han sheep
(P<C0.01). The preliminary results of this study showed that there was a correlation between the poly-
morphisms of 3 SNPs of LHR gene and litter size in Small Tail Han sheep, and the LHR gene may be
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involved in the regulation of prolificacy in Small Tail Han sheep.
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Table 1 The primer information for qPCR

2R F1¥FEH) (5" —>3") TR N/ bp
Name Primer sequence Product size
LHR F. ATAACCACCGTACCAGGAAA 134

R: TTTAGCTCCAGGGAAATCAG
Bactin  F: CCAACCGTGAGAAGATGACC 97

R:CCAGAGGCGTACAGGGACAG

1.5 ZLRREEE PCR

FIF Roche Light Cycler® 480 [ B %¢ 5t & &
PCR X #EAT 20 E A, UL factin B2 N2
P, AR R BIRFRA 20 ul: forward primer
0.8 pl., reverse primer 0.8 pl, SYBR Premix Ex
Taqll 10 pL, RNase-Free ddH,O 6. 4 L #l cDNA
2.0 pL, PCR ¥ :95°C HiAEME 5 5;95°CAEHE: 10 s,
60°C 30 5,40 PEIR,
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g. 75747421 A>C, g. 75747646C>T,g. 75748150A>G,
g. 75748191A>T Hl g. 75748200T > A {of 543 1, % H
SequenomMassARRAY® SNP 5 AR % ik 7 47 5 47
BEAIBRIAGIN o3 BIAE Al DNAL B MER 20 pL, DNA
W& 40~80 ng * ‘ulfl R
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S 2T SR LER 354 9 X4 5 15
J SPSS 19. 0 B Bl 98 47t 25 1 23 A B 1A
E I E M Cone-way ANOVA) gE474H 7] L3¢, A
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HATZHILEK,

W Microsoft Excel 2016 #4414 ¢ LHR
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SR (Ne) 8 (He) . ZEF B &/
(PIC) J PN BB R A A5 07 5 PRI R Bt #2247 Hardy-
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Fig. 2 Expression of LHR gene in different tissues of Small Tail Han sheep
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Fig. 3 Genotyping of different SNPs of LHR gene
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Table 2 Genotype and allele frequencies of different SNPs of LHR gene in uniparous and multiparous sheep

LHRAHT BEEME SREHDE BERMDE
SRR AR IR R R o gy (RS S P S B s
A= 3t 7Y Genotype Genotype Allele Allele
Loci Genotype frequency in frequency (P L A frequency in  frequency in (P
multiparous  in uniparous X test Allele multiparous uniparous 1 test
sheep sheep (P value) sheep sheep (P value)
2. 75741060A>C AA 0.43(240) 0.38(162) 0.424 A 0. 60 0.58 0.471
AC 0.44(250) 0.46(11) C 0. 40 0.42
CcC 0.13(72) 0.16(6)
2. 75747399C>G CcC 0.91(512) 0.97(197) 0.030 C 0.92 0.97 0.021
CG 0.08(48) 0.03(7) G 0.08 0.03
GG 0.01(3) 0.00(0)
g. 75747421A>C AA 0.08(47) 0.10(21) 0. 380 A 0. 26 0.24 0.658
AC 0.24(125) 0.19(39) C 0. 74 0.76
CcC 0.68(359) 0.71(146)
2. 75747646C>T CcC 0.65(365) 0.81(166) 0. 000 C 0.73 0. 84 0.001
CT 0.30(167) 0.16(33) T 0. 27 0.16
TT 0. 05(30) 0.03(5)
2. 75748150A>G AA 0.81(433) 0.94(192) 0. 000 A 0. 84 0. 94 0. 000
AG 0.18(94) 0.06(12) G 0.16 0.06
GG 0.01(10) 0.00(0)
g. 75748191A>T AA 0.90(508) 0.98(201) 0.001 A 0.91 0. 98 0.001
AT 0.08(47) 0.02(3) T 0.09 0.02
TT 0.02(7) 0.00(0)
g. 75748200T>A TT 0.29(161) 0.37(75) 0. 000 T 0. 48 0.57 0. 007
TA 0.37(208) 0.49(99) A 0.52 0.43
AA 0.34(190) 0.14(30)

P<C0. 05 /R 25 W3 P<<0. 01 RN 2ZFMWE; P>0. 05 RINEFAWE
P<C0. 05 indicates the difference was significant; P<Z0. 01 indicates the difference was highly significant; P>>0. 05 indicates the

difference was not significant

M 3 Al A, LHR JE K1) g. 75741060A>>C F
g. 75748200T> A i i 7E/NB I M TR R FR
SRR I DL R SF (g, 75747646C>T 7
/INRRFEE IR JE R E TR ) R AR g T5T47421A>C
TE/NEFEL MBI FE PR b E 28 (0.25<
PIC<C0.5);g. 75747399C > G, g. 75748150A > G
g, 75748191A>T fE/NBFEE ML T e FEF .
TR BB W DA S R R B B SE L g. 75747646C>T
FEMEE 1S DA R RE R RS (g, T574T421A>C fE

WS IR A2 TR ) B R D R R SRR 2 rp 2 S
HAREZ 5 (PIC<C0.25), Y4, K57 i & Y 5
SR BR T N FE R B B R M R A
. T57T4TA21 A C o 1 B AE 8. 75747646C>T {if
FOORB R EAE g 75748150A>G L, 1 F /N

FEE M AE g T5748191A>T i i, /NRBFE
EAE g T5748200T>A Fl g. 75747399C>G i i vh b
F I ARIRAA S AT A7 R 2 LA M (P<C0. 05) , HoAx 7 5
FE A5 db P X A0 T A AR AR S PR S (P>>0. 05)



501

/NRBIEF LHR SR B3R5 2 35 B 5 7 S5 bR i S 186 0 A

F T A

!

(premioy paire]) M %)

820 €81 §% "0 ¢e "0 G€°0 G970 (8)C1°0 (02)8¢ "0 (¥2)97% "0 dodys yoelq 2[00 o i Ml 2
62°0 671 €€ 0 LZ2°0 12°0  6L°0 (12)80°0  (LZDTE0  (192)¥9°0 desys uey e[ [[PWS = FEH [/
780 vz 1 610 81 "0 11°0 6870 (D100 (02)02 "0 (08)62 0 dooys ny [l

L ) LL LD 20 L<<O979.7.6. "8
160 20°1 20°0 20°0 10°0  66°0 (L21) 00°0  (£€) 200 (1) 86°0  dodys ueidqu], ourerd o Wk iy il
00 "0 6z 1 0Z "0 810 68°0 I1°0  (61)98°0 (1) 600 (2) 60°0 dosys ue], £y
7S 0 1271 120 61°0 210 88°0 (0) 00°0 (§) ¥Z2'0  (91) 9270 doays aung 4 A
00 °0 €71 6T°0 LT°0 68°0 T1°0  (¥FF) S8°0 (8) 0T 0 (£) 90°0 deays speig 9190 o s [ 3
00 "0 LY T 280 120 08°0 0Z°0 (652)69°0  (98)€2°0  (€8)60°0 doays ueH e, [[eWS P FEFH |
I1°0 L9°1 07 "0 2€°0 2L°0 820 (9%) S¢S0 (¥E) FE'O (IDTT°0 deays nH [

o) \% 20 )Y \AY O<<V1gVLvLSL 8
16°0 20°1 200 20°0 10°0 6670 (0) 00°0 (€) 20°0 (8SD) 86°0  dodys ueidqry, Sureld o M il i B
780 01T 600 800 €00 $6°0 (0) 00°0 (2) 60°0  (02) 16°0 dodys ue], <L
280 011 600 600 00  S6°0 (0) 00°0 () 01°0  (61) 06°0 doays ayung L4 Al
6€°0 ez 1 61°0 LT°0 I1°0  68°0 (0) 00°0  (IT) 1Z2°0  (I¥) 6L°0 doays spoe[g o)) of Hi I 3
10°0 90T 900 90 "0 €0°0 1670 (2)00°0  (12)S0°0 (L88) ¥6°0 desys uey [1v] [[PWS FFEH [/
18°0 61°1 910 Sro 60°0 1670 (1) 1070 YD) 9T°0  (¥8) €8°0 deays nH [

9] o) 09 90 20 D<CD66ELVLSL S
680 96 °1 6% "0 LE°0 €v°0 4870 (0€)61 0 (84)8%°0 (€9)€e°0  dodys ueidqlY, SuIeI ] of Mkl ¥ B
620 7S 1 Ge 0 620 €2°0  LL7O (2)60 0 (92270 (P1H¥9°0 dodys ue], i
ST°0 16T 9¢ 0 0€ "0 v20 9L°0 (0)00°0 (OD8Y0  (I1) 25 -0 dodys 2ung Al
690 06T LY 0 9€ 0 860  29°0 (LET "0 (92)06 °0 (61)2€°0 dodys ol 2120 o il 2
€60 18°1 §¥ 0 ce 0 FEO 9970 (IS 210 (P €v°0  (¥8D) S¥°0 desys uey [iv] [[PWS g HEH [/
99 °0 06T LV 0 9€ 0 6£°0  T9°0  (FD)ET0  (0%) 05°0  (LE) LE°0 deays ny - ffk

D v D0 oV \AY D<<V090T¥26. 3

@nEa g)  (ON)HIP[®
1891 NX Jo requnu (PH) (L) HHoMen
uonewWIONUl  Aouanbaiy o[y Aouanbaiy adLyousxn) posig 1007]

Wy omond ORORIOPIH - dsowsod s g MH T 6 ok G 7 1 e 5Ty
o W el 3y H A B
£ (052454

spaaaq daays JudIdJJIp ul JudS YT JO SANS IUIJJIp Jo sisAeue d1jouag uonendog ¢ d[qe],
WEEHTY A thi WL eV DET) SINS B EF IHT € %



50 #

A

A

502

wniqInbs 319quia g -ApIRE UL ST SNOO] 9Y) $91BIIPUL G() *0<J

SR e S LIV B G 7 o WAL R T M 60 "0<<d

8L°0 261 8% "0 9€ 0 070 09°0  (SZ)9T°0 (6L)67 0 (L9)6e°0  dooys uwaql Surtedd ok M i ¥l
6€°0 002 050 L€°0 870 2570 (18170 (€1)6S°0 (8)€2°0 dooys ue], L
96 °0 161 7€°0 82 °0 12°0  6L°0 (1)60°0 (L)EE"0 (€1)29°0 deays oyung e A
2.0 681 9% "0 ce o 9¢°0 7970 (921°0 (82)87°0 (12)07 "0 doays el 919 ok i [ 26
00°0 68°1 LV 0 9¢ "0 29°0  8€°0  (9LD)EVT0  (ESTISE0  (LL)BT 'O doays ueq [ie], [[ewS |
210 vl G€°0 62 0 €2°0  LL°0 (8)80 0 (0€)0€ "0 (€9)29°0 doays ny [t
Vv L NAY A LL V<1.00Z87/.G/. 8
160 201 20°0 20°0 10°0 6670 (0)00°0 (€)20°0 (86186 "0 dodys ueyaqr, Surread o M i 7
00T 00 °0 00 "0 00°0  00°T (0)00°0 (000 "0 (22)00°1 dooys ue], Lo
00°T 00°0 000 00°0  00°T (0)00°0 (000 "0 (12)00°1 doays oyung &4 A
200 121 L1°0 910 01°0 0670 (2)¥0°0 (9210 (F1)68 "0 dodys ol 2[00 o i Ml
10°0 1 010 010 S0°0 G670 (11070 (9€)60°0  (69€)06 0 doays ueH e, [[eWS |
10°0 L0°T 100 90 "0 €00 L1670 (D100 (6)S0°0 (5676 "0 doays npy
L v LL NAY vV L<VI6187.G. 8
8.0 70T 700 70 0 200 86°0 (0)00 "0 (Y00 (PS1)96 '0  do9ys ueiaqr], o1Ttex of Mk i ¥ wr
280 01T 600 80 "0 00  S6°0 (0)00°0 (2)60°0 (02)16 "0 deays ue[,
3L°0 ST T €170 2170 L0°0  €6°0 (0)00 "0 (V10 (81598 "0 doays oyung <= &f A
10°0 611 91 0 er -0 60°0 1670 (2)70°0 ($)01°0 (F9)98°0 deays el 9190 o i [ 2K
220 221 810 91 "0 010 06°0 (9)20°0 (C9HLT0  (F1€)28°0 dodys ueq el [[pwS |
96 "0 1e°1 vZ°0 120 IO 98°0 (2)20°0 (r2)¥Z 0 (SLTL°0 dooys nH [t
) Vv 9 ov vV D<VO0S187LGL "8
70°0 LT°T ST°0 Y10 80°0  26°0 (€)20°0 (02)2T°0  (8€1)98°0  dodys uwiaqly, Surexd o M iy il v
9% °0 Te°T ¥Z2°0 12°0 IO 98°0 (0)00°0 (9220 91)€L°0 doays uev], L
€670 €91 6€°0 1€°0 92°0  TL°0 (2)01°0 (LEE"0 (Z1)L8°0 deays oyung =44 A
@EnEa g)  (ON)HIP[® P
e NN Jo doqrun H) uonewWIOyUl  Aouanbaiy o[y Aouanbaiy adLyousxn) posig 1007]
(B d) QAT A1SO84z0I1919
wstydrowdod s i [ P T & e I il [ 5 iy 5T
o AN H A Ry
£ Nl

(penunuo))

¢ X%



34 TS NBIEE LHR SR 414158k 2 AR 77 26 MR 0 640 B7 503
2.4 BELHRERASHTMNASNMNEEFFERHY g. 75748191A>T Hl g. 75748200T> A ) £ & 1

EF

M2 4 WAL LHR 3K g, 75741060A>C [ £
SHS/NRIEFXE 37 LW F ML (P
0.05) ;g 75747421 A>C 2B S5/NBIELE 2
772 RO 5 A 6 (P<C0. 01) , g. 75748150A>G f1)
ZEMES/NRIELE 1.2 Hm B8 m 8 ¥ M
(P<<0.01), 1fii g 75747399C>G . g. 75747646C>T,

x4 LHRERAARMUEREERRNEEFTRYENZ

HNEBEELEKR T HEHHYERAREFEML (P>
0.05), g. 75741060A > C, g. 75747421A > C

g. 75747646C>T Fll g. 75748200T > A {if s % 7% 4l
BRI REBE RS TS 8, W
g. 75747399C>G, g. 75748150A>>G il g. 75748191A>T
B R AE A ) 7 RO TR AR B8 2B T
(77 S RO AR AL T 8 22 ) Bl .

T ERREIR

Table 4 Least square means and standard errors of litter size of individuals with different genotypes at different SNPs of LHR gene

in Small Tail Han sheep

% 1k % 1k %2 R %2k 5% 3 HE % 3 ik
[ e ki A %L ¥ 3¢ A K PR AL 7R
Loci Genotype No. of the Litter size of  No. of the  Litter size of  No. of the Litter size of
1st parity the 1st parity  2nd parity  the 2nd parity  3rd parity the 3rd parity
g. 75741060A>C AA 157 2.15+0.08 150 2.3440.07 59 2.76+0. 14°
CC 40 2.25+0.13 40 2.3840. 14 13 3.46+0. 30"
CA 155 2.1240.07 145 2.2940.08 60 2.73£0. 14°
2. 75747399C>G CcC 331 2.15+0. 05 316 2.33740.05 122 2.8240.10
CG 20 2.15+0.19 14 2.29+0.22 9 2.8940. 36
GG 1 2.00£0. 84 1 2.0040.91 0 0
g. 75747421A>C AA 12 1.75+0. 24 11 2.0040. 28" 3 2.33£0. 64
cC 259 2.234+0.05 246 2.38+0.06" 104 2.90+0. 11
CA 45 1.98=+0. 13 42 1.934+0. 14" 13 2.46+0.31
2. 75747646C>T CcC 224 2.1040. 06 212 2.324+0.06 80 2.74+£0.12
CT 111 2.2340.08 106 2.3440.09 46 2.9640. 16
TT 17 2.1240. 20 16 2.06+0.23 7 2.8640.41
g. 75748150A>G AA 288 2.2140.05% 273 2.41+0.05* 112 2.8840. 10
AG 42 1. 8340. 13" 40 1.90+0. 14" 15 2.47+0.27
GG 4 1.5040. 424 4 1. 7540. 45% 1 2.00+1.06
g. 75748191A>T AA 321 2.1740.04 304 2.36+0.05 122 2.8740.10
TT 1 1. 00+£0. 84 1 2.0040. 89 0
TA 30 1.93+0. 15 29 1.93+0. 17 9 2.224+0.37
g. 75748200T>A AA 66 2.32740.10 67 2.37%0.11 27 2.56+0.21
AT 136 2.1540. 07 128 2.3840.08 54 2.8340.15
TT 148 2.0940. 07 137 2.24+0.08 52 2.9440.15

ab FRZER B F(P<0.05);A.B FREFH B FH(P<0.01)
a, b indicates the significant difference(P<C0. 05) ;

A, B indicates the highly significant difference (P<C0.01)
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3.1 LHR EEMIFRZE

Wi 7L 20 W %) AR A TR B 22 A2 R B LR M R
ShAR S BA R B9 . GnRH 18 5 400 3 0 1 15k 2% 4n
M5y i B FSHLFSH 5 H 2 R A0 45 & & A H
HRREERCH GRS Bl S LHR 454,
AT 32 B 00 ) 7 R 38 3 — o 2 %k 2l 4 B0
PR 1 8 5 R 2R Y. Nk, BB LHR
mRNA 754 78 2% B B A XF 26 38 B 0 BF 9T 4 °F £ 26
BLHIA 4 EE AR L, 72N N A
L, LHR E 28 8% E 55 75 51 55 20 2304 52 240 it A 4 o
T B 700 1 R 40 i b 63k . i Wei 2RI Wohl-
res-Viana 255 % 4 22 R A4 (O BF s L R WL LHR
(1) 2 38 7K P23 52 1w B9 90 1) . DA 52 ) 3 4 1) 6
FAVERE . AW KB E/NRIEFE T LHR B TE
PR AL PRIk, 52 A5 A — B B LHR 3
[K 7 51 L 2 2 = Rk X /N FE AL 7 e R —
M EVER . 53 5k, Chen % [ Huo %™ FlH
ARSI R B LHR B T 784 4 45 53 (0 7 i
FEA A CNBR 8 K3k R TEPE IR AN O — 8 1Y 3%
IKIFHENIE AT B2 5 R AE A4 9 B kg . A
SR, LHR 76/ 2 FEF 1 K AT i b A —
SE 261k, M Chen %57 Huo %7 A g %7
HIRF T 25 A — B0 (H 2 LHR R 76 ik 40 23 i
ESuy R URIRAS A I EGE N OR YT R iR NS Y =R 41
WFFEUEN] . LHR &R 7E JE 0K 008 /D i 2 218
JLF A &5, 5 Chen %Y Huo 459 Al #A B
SR — 2, B W AE S 6] ) 4 b AN ) g 2l 4L
LHR MR KB WA —E M2 7. LHR BF1E
/NRBIFEEZERERINE T ik K 2 43 A R AR
W3 T /NB IR EREAR(P<<0. 0D, Ui LHR
SRS /N IE L 205 M ERCE B B X 4
() BB B A A IR ZI B 52
3.2 LHR ERSRFFEHZEHBXR

e LHR 52N 235 5 B v AR Sy m, £
LT 5 e 2E B R R 8 LHR WA 2 4
SNPs o7 g1 fH A [7] B P RUAS A ] 7= 6 80 25 7 AR I
FoookE I TER AR U R A B LHR S
KAE exon 8 |1 24507 55 BHH R AR A A7 AE SR
Kathiravan %P 48 buffaloes £ #9112 L HR 3t
KLY exon 11 Y 23807 55 BREPER A & AH ¢
M, AW, LHR 3 [H g 75741060A > C I

g. T57ATA21 A™>C A o5 1) 35 PR 784 451 358 71 465 37 5 D)
RIER . ZE MR Z R AR E (P>0.05);
g. 75747399C>G v o5 22 57318 3] g 7K - (P<C0. 05)
Q. 75747646C>T.g. 75748150A>G g. 75748191A>T
Fl g, 75748200T > A {i s 22 S 8 2 (P<C0.01)
H1 20 3 W3k 26 037 i3 5 40 2 1 B IR A — o 1Y R
B 53X 7 AL S AN [l S7 3 A S (] 45 2 i o o
1) 18 F 90 BE A — 20, ] BB 2 i T A B 4 S st
e Z2 FEVE T = Bl 15 1 45 i il 850 S TR) A i PR e
. 75 Ah, g 75741060A > C, g. 75747399C > G,
g. 75747421 A>> C. g. 75747646C>T . g. 75748150A>G,
g. 75748191 A>T Fl g. 75748200T > A {if S5 1E K
oI S U Sl O RN A (S (- TR /NN
(P>0.05), P2 3 KA A ZE AL 9 . 3X 7 N7 83
TE 38 NPk T TE AR X 1 a8t A O A 1 A T R
g. 75748191 A>T v i 4 W3 F I3 J& 5 3 Th AT 4T
far 2 AR Y, AT BE R 5 2% AR AE R PR 2 L TR R AR B
BORPE X R AR R DA . R T &
ML LHR 3K g 75741060A>C [y 280 5/ NEFEFE
o5 = AT 26U 2R G (P<<0. 05) 58, 75747421A>C
251 5N R JE 5 IR T AR B W M OC
(P<<0.01), g. 75748150A>G £ &1 5/ & %€
F— T G EOE R A B AR O (P<C0. 0D) L 11
. 75747399C > G g. 75747646C> T, g. 75748191A>T
il g 75748200T>A W Z M5/ NRIE LK™ E AL
PG A E MG (P>0.05), (H8EEWE,
g. 75741060A>C Fll g. 75747421 A>C #B R A2 4 &
AU P 60 TEF A 25 R T g, 75748150A>G J2
Y Al 5 BB 7 G R0E TR AR Al AL, BT X A
MRS A — E R LR T E R S R
T35 M0 € A8 24 W XF 77 05 RE 1A — 2 1Y HI 89
g. 75747399C>G . g. 75747646C>T.g. 75748191A>T
1 g, 75748200T > A i i 1) 45 L K 78 55 = 22 40 2 [A)
(R IR BT AN dob 3 4RI 3 4 7 5 T BE I AN A2 5% 1 4
7 B R A

4 &

AT &, LHR JE ) 3 4~ SNPs i 55 1) £
B /NRIEFEA M R B % B, R H v i
Z 5 T/NBFEEZ LW R IRARR L H )
REXf/NRELEMMERN T BEA —EMS %
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