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Abstract: The bodies found in water are one of the most common types in forensic practice. The dis-
covery site of the body is often not the drowning site. However, the determination of drowning site is
vital for the identification of victim. Inorganic particles and planktons, such as granular impurities, diatoms
and bacteria, are valuable markers for the diagnosis of drowning. By comparing the granular impurities
and planktons in tissues and suspicious drowning mediums, the drowning site can be concluded based on
their similarity of types and distribution, which has practical applied value. In this paper, the research
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progress on determination of drowning site is summarized to provide reference for the peers.
Keywords: forensic pathology; drowning; review; diatoms; plankton; granular impurities;
place of death
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