         Teaching Plan for 21st Century College English

(Book I, First Semester)

Unit  Six                 

Text A  Nerds and Geeks

Text B  Our Changing Lifestyle: Trends and Fads
Teaching Aims:

· Key Words and Phrases  

dedicate to do sth. , conform to, deprive sb. of sth. , not least of all, be held up as, stay afloat/keep afloat, lie with, stand a chance ; and the like, in/ out of style, out of date, go/ be in/ out of fashion 

· Writing Skill

Identifying Topic Sentences

· Reading Skill

Guessing unknown words and expressions, getting the main ideas.

· Structure focus

The “not until” pattern, the “be to do sth.” construction, the “as…as…” and “so…as…” structure.

· Word building

The suffixes –hood, -ship, -al and –dom, the prefix anti- and pro-

Teaching Difficulties: 
Guessing unknown words and expressions, getting the main ideas.

Time Distribution: 
	Periods
	1-2
	3-4
	5-6

	Teaching Task
	Text A
	listening & speaking
	Text B+ reading skill


Teaching plan for 1-2 periods
I
Teaching aims

· Text A explanation

· Key words and phrases

    dedicate to do sth. , conform to, deprive sb. of sth. , not least of all, be held up as, stay afloat/keep afloat, lie with, stand a chance  

II
Teaching Steps:
1.
Show students teaching aims of this unit 
How to understand the text, learn the writing skills.

2. Warming up questions or discussion

Do you know the terms “nerds” and “geeks”? If not, skim through the first two paragraphs to guess their meaning
3.
Pre-listening 
4.
Detailed explanation of Text A

III. Background information 

1. Harvard University 
Harvard University (哈佛大学) is the oldest American university, founded in 1636 at Cambridge, Massachusetts. It is generally considered the most prestigious university in the U.S., perhaps analogous to Beijing University’s status in China. The main university campus lies along the Charles River a few miles west of Boston. 

2.
Max Weber (1864-1920)
Weber was a German sociologist and political  economist, one of the founders of sociology. His ideas, which spanned subjects from economic history to the sociology of music, continue to be extremely influential. For a young person in the U.S. to be reading Weber would be a marker of a strong intellect.

IV
Warm-up discussion 

1.
Do you know the terms “nerds” and “geeks”? If not, skim through the first two paragraphs to guess their meaning
2.
Are there any negative terms or phrases in Chinese used in the A students?
3.

Have you ever experienced being called as a nerd or geek? How did you feel about it? 
4. Have you ever called your former classmates nicknames similar to nerds or geeks? Why or why not?

V
Language points 
1.
dedicate to doing sth. — devote (esp. oneself) to a special task or purpose
e.g.
Mother Teresa dedicated her whole life to helping the poor.

Martin Luther King, Jr. dedicated his life / himself to Civil Rights Movement.

dedicated—
very interested in and working wholeheartedly for
e.g. The medical student is dedicated to finding a cure for AIDS. 

The elderly gentleman was a dedicated teacher.

2.
conform to—act in accordance to, be in agreement with

  
e.g. Most people willingly conform to the customs of society.

I’ve tried to be conformable to your wishes.

Government actions should always be conformable to the will of the people.

3.
deprive sb. of sth. — to take away from, prevent from using
e.g. The young man was deprived of his bachelor’s degree.

The fire deprived him of his factory.

4.
not least of all — especially not (used after a negative statement)
e.g. No one seemed to pay any attention to the teacher, least of all the kids.
5.
hold up—v. to show with respect as an example
e.g. The old man often holds up his youngest daughter as an example of hard work.
Michael Jordan is held up by many American blacks as an example to follow.
6.
stay afloat/keep afloat —v. (of a ship) float instead of sinking;         
     
(figuratively) free of debt or get over difficulties
e.g. The company managed to stay afloat during the crisis.
7.
lie with — be the responsibility of, to rest with
e.g.
The report said that Dianna’s accident lies with the drunk driver.

It lies with you to accept or reject the suggestion.
8.
adapt to— make fit (as for a specific or new use or situation), change so as to be suitable
e.g. Some freshmen find it difficult to adapt to Sichuan’s 
 hot food.

Don’t worry. You will soon adapt to college life.
adopt—if you adopt someone else’s child, you take it into your family and make it legally your son or daughter
9.
stand a chance — to have the possibility of achieving something
e.g. If you get straight As, you will stand a good chance of winning the scholarship.

Unskilled workers will stand almost no chance of being reemployed. 

VI
Assignments 

1.
.Ex. Ⅳ 
2 
Word Building Ex. Ⅵ
3.
Structure Ex. Ⅶ,Ⅷ
4.
Cloze and Translation Ex. Ⅺ,Ⅻ
Teaching plan for 3-4 periods
I
Teaching aims

· Writing skill: Identifying Topic Sentences
· Listening : College English Listening and Speaking course Book 1 

             Unit Six  Part A, B and C  

· Speaking : When shopping, which do you give first priority to: color, price, quality, style or brand name? why 

II
Teaching steps

· Revision 

Ex. Check-up: Ex. Ⅳ, Ⅵ Ⅶ,Ⅷ,Ⅺ,Ⅻ
· Writing skill: Identifying Topic Sentences
· Listening

1. Unit Six  Part A  Getting Information

2. Unit Six  Part B  Recognizing Prices

3. Unit Six  Part C  Where Can We Find Women’s Wear

· Speaking activity

When shopping, which do you give first priority to: color, price, quality, style or brand name? Why
III
Assignment

1.
Recite Text A

2.
Review Text B 

Teaching plan for 5-6 periods
I
Teaching aims

· Reading skill

Guessing the main ideas

· Text B explanation

· Doing exercises in Text B

· Listening

II
Teaching steps

· Revision of key words and phrases

and the like, in/ out of style, out of date, go/ be in/ out of fashion 

· Reading skill introduction

1. Guessing the main ideas: finding out the topic sentences in each paragraph

2. Guessing unknown words and expressions from the context clues

· Text B explanation

· Listening

《大学英语听说教程》第一册 Unit 6  Part D  Science and Daily Life

III Language points

1.
and the like—a person or thing that is similar to another
e.g. The new music was built out of materials already in existence: blues, rock’n roll, folk music and the like.

2. 
out of date—not modern; old fashioned

e.g. A lot of words go out of date very quickly.

up to date— modern; as new as anything in a given period 最新的;时新的
e.g. We want our methods up to date so that we can finish the job ahead of time.

3.
in(to)/ out of fashion— popular/ unpopular (of  clothes, hair, etc.)
e.g.You know some styles never go out of fashion: jeans? They are still in fashion; and long skirts have come into fashion again.
IV
Assignment

1.
Do Ex. A, B, and C of Text B

2.
Writing: Sweet-apples in My Teachers
V
Bibliography 

1.
Oxford Advanced Learner’s English-Chinese Dictionary      6th Edition,   The Commercial press, Oxford Press

2.
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English,  Xiandai Press

3.
A Practical English Grammar, Zhangdaozhen, Foreign languages Teaching &Research Press

VI
Reflection  

