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Transcriptional Regulation and Overexpression of gln4 Gene in Bacillus thuringiensis
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Abstract: Nitrogen metabolism is essential for bacterial survival, while glutamine and glutamate play an important
role in bacterial nitrogen metabolism. The transcriptional regulation and overexpression of the glutamine
synthetase gene of Bacillus thuringienesis was examined in this study. By constructing the g/nR deletion strain
and g/nA promoter fusion with lacZ gene, the activity of g/n4 promoter was investigated in the mutant strain and
wild type stain. The results showed that gln4 gene was negatively regulated by transcriptional factor GInR in the
case of sufficient extracellular nutrition source. Overexpression of glnAd gene in g/nR mutant increased insecticidal
activity compared to the wild type strain.

Key words: nitrogen metabolism; glutamine synthetase; transcriptional regulation
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TR E M GInR FA#5 . GInR J& T U5 -4 I8 e OmpR S5 85 [, 7] DA ] 52 Hiu s 31238 2 e (R ok 15
FURE B IS glnd BRI E B & AT, e FLERERE b th A A s e,
I, GInR 2l #EHE 2 ML 5 Saccharopolyspora erythraea” . R MHEIRIT I Corynebacterium
glutamicum™ VTR B ) ABC #ia RGN Ry BG ARAT L DR, 35 B AR T 7 1,

I WA (B. thuringiensis, Bt) J&— P 22 [CRHTE R, @ EAE 28 MOAT w5, 70 T8 BCF i i) [R] sy
FEAENT 2 B H b B @k # H Lepidoptera FS# H Coleoptera %5 B LR A H FYE R RAEH B i4. H
B CL T N AR il B P 2 s B e v U)o 9 25 o 2 T v v 2 D e £ s ) 8 1 ML A1 LA
NI AR EE A SR WARTE, AT AR Y1E B 0 i K BE Bt BERE HD73 JERAH, gind
FER a2 ARG bl , FE— PRI KIN, ginR BEN Gt izt e, SRS ZERA W gind K&
e EViF ginR JEFIYREEDR o T3 25 4 28 JUAT 1R 1) gind 5252 ginR B4R, HARRIRFE B glnR <3 gind
sk [, 1 RIE gind KEDH, W] DS BERR B % S PEAS 205900, Ui WA B LR N ZE ARG B &%
HE R e EH .

1 #8575
1.1 #5
L1 Bk ok AGRE By H Bk S R ILER 1.

R1 BEMRERK
Table 1 Strain and plasmid

Strains and plasmids Characterization Resource

PPk Strains

KA E. coli TG1 A(lac-proAB) supEthi hsd-5 (F'traD36 proA” proB") SER EAT A
KIGHFFH E. coli ET12567  F dam-13 Tn9 dem-6 hsdMhsdR recF143 zjj-202 Tnl0 galK2 galT22 aral4 pacYl xyl-5 leuB6 thi-1 S E AT
HD73 B crylAc FEDR RT3 2 4 0 AT o8 B A 700 g S AT A
HD73 HD73 BRI b AR AL S AT
HD (AsigE) Wk sigE FEIRI ) HD73 bk S A
HD (AginR) ik gInR FEIHI () HD73 T bk AW

HD (Pglnd) % pHT304PginA 34K HD73 1#Fk ENTSH
AglnR (Pgind) T pHT304Pgind BAKIY) AginR Wtk AT

HD (Ogind) T pHT315-gind #AM(¥ HD73 Witk AT
AglnR (Oglnd) & pHT315-gind BAKIY AginR VH bk AT

JUki Plasmids

pMAD Iz G 2 AT TR 5 AT 1 o AR I YU AL
pHT315 Ui 2 2 MUAT T 5 ORI B o AR A R e pearl
pHT304-18Z TR T lacZ v Rk #tk At
pHT304PglnA 1 Pglnd JE 51 [f) pHT304-18Z fili {5 K38 544 EN I
pHT315PginA © Pgind JA 8111 pHT315 Kik# ik PR
pPMAD-AginR HAT ginR JEHE ST Bt pMAD itk PN e

112 R fuiA £ LB R AN 10 gL, BEEHEEU 5 g/L, NaCl 10 g/L, 17 pH &5 7.0;
SSM }EFFEl0), T BB AFIRE N 100 pg/mL, 25 BRI N 5 pg/mL, FKIBEFEMBAAIRE N
100 pg/mL.

1.1.3 KR F  2XTag Mix PCR SupperMix: b5t I M A P4 R A A $#24E; 2 X PrimerSTAR Max
Premix. PR A VIl . T4 DNA Ligase: F4EY TR CRKIE) H R A Al &4t BPIGEAF] & AxyPrep DNA
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Gel Extraction Kit. DNA 417 % AxyPrep PCR Cleanup Kit: 5% 23t AXYGEN A #) $24t; Jog% ik
FE: PRBRAYHE ARG A A1,

1.1.4 S|MEREFFIME AHRPTHGII R 2. 5196 Kl AT A TRA A 5E 8. FEF T4
DU b b v BT DRURL G it e B PRURE S A PR W) 52 B

®2 KFRABFAASIMRFT

Table 2 Primers and sequences used in this study

51¥4F Names JF#%1 Sequences (5'-3")
PginA-F CGCGGATCCCGTAAATTGTAAACGGATATACTT
Pgin4-R AACTGCAGAGTAATGATTTATGCGATTAGAA
AglnRa—F AGATCTATCGATGCATGCCATGGTACCCGGGAGGGCAGCATCATCACTTAATTGTA
AglnRa—R CCTCAAATGGTTCGCTGGCGCACTAAAGATAACTGATTC
AglnRb—F GAATCAGTTATCTTTAGTGCGCCAGCGAACCATTTGAGG
AglinRb—R GAAGGAGGAACTGAAAAATGAAAATTCCTCGTAGGCGCTCG
AgInRk—F GAATCAGTTATCTTTAGTGCGCCAGCGAACCATTTGAGG
AginRk—R GAAGGAGGAACTGAAAAATGAAAATTCCTCGTAGGCGCTCG
AginRID-F CCGATGAAAGAAGAYAGACGTT
AginRID-R TGTCACCTTGTCGCAATG
315ginAF1 GCATGCCTGCAGGTCGACTCTAGAGTGGGTTAACTTATTCACATG
315ginAR1 ATCGCCTTCAGAATCAGTTATCATCCATAACAATACCAATAGG
315ginAF2 CCTATTGGTATTGTTATGGATGATAACTGATTCTGAAGGCGAT
315ginAR2 TGTAAAACGACGGCCAGTGAATTCTACGAGTTGTATCAAGGGTTC

e T RILFRIREDI A
Note: Restriction enzyme sites are underlined.

1.2 ginR EFERKEHRIIGE

L Bt Fkk HD73 JEP4H Bk, AglnRa—F/AginRa—R F1 AginRb-F/AginRb-R 4514, PCR 43 5414
ginR FER 3 Fr B gInR-A RN B ginR-B. LA HD (AsigE) WRE AN, AginRk-F/AginRk-R Hy5|
Y 18 R IR 2P ER B kan. UL glnR-A. kan R ginR-B NAH, AginRa~F/AginRb-R 4514, PCR
P39 [RIYE A K v B gInR-A-kan—ginR-B. PCR F=#alifb 5, I HHIoEE v BRI G 1% i BOd 4 2 il i
HAK pMAD, A [FVEEL TR, fiv4a A pMAD-AglnR. %R M i N HD73 kR, (R4 HZMF
B Z BT A BRI IR T 28 38 Crpil 5T, Ik X 20 8 22 UBMH N R IR R = KPR R v
I FH )98 40 Be M5 14 AgInRID-F/AginRID-R 347 PCR %558 , FEX} PCR v BEE AT FR A , 3K glnR
FER R SR TE AR HD (AglnR)
1.3 E£Kp%NE

PRE Bt FRPEBEFIZE 5 mL LB AR 78394, 30 C. 220 r/min ¥55% 8 h Jii, KF BRI 1%55 52 A N
Pk ) 100 mL Fréf LB AR FR5EH, 30 °C . 220 t/min 3537, M 0 W&, BERE 1 h BRI E AR 600 nm
WAL A (ODgoo) » 2l K hsk .
1.4 PglnA BN TFRAE lacZ BERRIEHIKRHE

PL Bt HD73 SRR, UL Pglind-F/PginA-R 45|14 18 gind LKA 81, PCR F=#4ifb)a &
Pst 1 A1 BamH 1 XEE V) FEERE 25 lacZ 5 FLN ) pHT304-18Z 4K Pst I A BamH 1 XY F B I,
tb E. coli TG1 kK, $RAFFELTR pHT304Pglnd, THLFRIZE PCR. BEVIFII 452, #4064 E. coli ET
PRAE SOk 2 FEAL, K 4Lk F o ik 2 Bt HD73 fIl HD (AglnR) B, 345 HD (Pglnd) Fl AginR

(Pgind) FHkk.

1.5 p-FIEEEEMESH

3 EL 1 mL & BEAL I HD (Pglnd) A1 AginR (Pgind) THEHE#:F)] 100 mL LB B5554, 30 C,
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220 r/min F5F2 5 T, I (To R0 B AR KIS A 0], Tn ok To BTG 56 N /NP, BEBE 1 h BUFE 1 IR, T,
Ty I HIEORE 8 mL, To LUSAFKECEE 2 mL, 12000 r/min 2.0, F& L3, WIET-40 CHALSH. f—F3,
B ISR e vk o, WS EHE 3 k.
1.6 HD73 & HD (AginR) # ginA B H IR EFHMKRIIME

DL Bt HD (AglnR) W N, LL 315gmAF1 Al 315gInAR2 J 513 ¥4 gind FR K 5 50§ %51, PCR
FEAiAL G, N TC 8% v R T r K 1% A BOE R B4 BamH 1 F1 EcoR 1 XUV pHT315 24K, #:4L E. coli
TG1 Wk, A5 H4H Fok pHT315Pgind. A FkZ PCR. BRI FL% €, ¥ALE E. coli ET WREAE 5
RL &AL, AR FE 4] roks Fi i 46 22 HD73 F1 HD (AginR) #ikk, 3713 HD (Pglnd) 1 AginR (PginA)
[E37/ 8
1.7 BRERREEEHNE

PkEX HD73. HD (AglnR) « HD (Oglnd) 1 AginR (Ogind) HEVEHAE LB WidAR: 7= 3L, 30 C.
220 r/min 5537 8 h Ji, HFREE 1% BIAH N BLTER 100 mL Bt LB WA 77360, 30 ‘C. 220 t/min £
F53 T, W3, 8000 r/min #5.0» 20 min, BA M/W 1%[1) KCI %H0ES5 2 VU5 MEEE K. I 30 mL 0.05 mol/L
BKIE—HC ZZpP (pH 7.0) = IFHA, A HE 20 min (Zh%: 400 W; TAE 1s, [A1E(3s) . 8000 r/min
MR ES L 30 min, B35 . 1 Spafiol iy il E S R W O BBE N - R E RN, S
WIS OGS ), BRI 3 IR,
1.8 HHEMENE

LL/NSZ Plutella xylostella Atk B HL, H T AW 00 2 I RPE A AginR (Ogind) « HD (AglnR)
HD (Ogiln4) . HD73 Al HD73~ (H#k HD73 A7P=4 CrylAc fiABR ) o BWHRAE LB BRI R R 4 Tas
I, W T, BUHFEADE R 5 SRR T8, HKEKRRE LT EE: 1.25. 2.5, 5. 10, 20,
40 pg/mL; K4 FIRASFREE () R ST R T HAR N 7 em GO F, TS, BT 9 em MRFFRIL
s REANERIRIL R 30 SRR 1) 2 W8/ Rik4 dl . 48 h G THE A IR R . TFE LCso, HdHARAT
B 3 Ko
2 SERE5SH
2.1 AEEFHITE HDT3 | gind EEMETE

MR EERIFE Bt HD73 JENZL ERIHES, S5 SR 2 AT B 168 kKT gind JER AL T IR P H1 E X,
7E Bt HD73 WAk &I —N 5 A HD73_3986 ML, it 4 &k i& & iy, L it R HD73_3987 4w
T4 R W A B T GInR, —#EIE AL 412 450 SR 2EMUAT1H 168 WY glnRA 9\ T 1A

(B 1) . BEBRHEXEEER, HD73 3986 Al HD73 3987 Akt 25 MuAT 4 168 tH 43 & Wit & i GlnA

FIAS S BT £ RIEIIEL T GInR AIAYES) 51 86.50%Fil 62.40% o HE Bt HD73 H11) glnd Rl glnR HE[H 1]
A2 5 AR AR 812
2.2 PglnA BHFHREMESHT

N T WS glnAd FER P L s i, M T ginR JERS R TRAZRE I glnd WA ) F-RlG lacZ FER HIERIA

T AT RHD73
100% 100%
FEEZF AT 168
62.40% 86.50%

B 1 FoeFETEMBEFRTET gind ERADR
Fig.1 Analysis of ginA from B. thuringiensis HD73 and B. subtilis 168
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BAR, ol N HD73 R B AginR AT ML, SRAFBME HD (Pglnd) LK AginR (Pglnd) . &,
ME HD (AginR) SAFRIMRI AR ML, g5 WK 2, LfEEFRF N LB Haskt (H24) , Bt
TRAE TR S SSM R gREErh (K 2B) , 5 HD73 kWAL, HD (AglnR) RAZHEMRH 4K
A B UEBH glnR FEPRIRIS 6 AN 25 52 e 1) e bk 1) 1E 3 AR .

SEFUREE BRI E R W] (B 3A. 3B) , To~T; NI, fEE IR+ 5 M LB Bifrdkrh AginR (Pgind)
WIARI SR TR PR = T HD (Pglnd) Wik, MAEEFEANTIRTI) SSM #5372 561, AginR (Pgind) BHFE
[R5 HD (Pglnd) BWRRMILL, WA RN, WU IRER N GInR TR gind FERE: S,

B

Sir S If
o o

—©— HD73

—&— HD (AginR)
0.1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.1 I I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 |

o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
I 1] Time (h) I 1H) Time (h)

A: LB K773 Luria-Bertani (LB) medium; B: SSM £57%3& Schaeffer’s sporulation medium (SSM)
B2 HD73 HARME ginR SRR RAEAREFEPHEKEL

Fig.2 Growth curves of wild-type strain and g/nR deletion mutant strain in different mediums
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Z A —@— AginR (P gind) 2z B
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HUFERS ] Sampling time HUFERS 1] Sampling time

A: LB K773 Luria-Bertani (LB) medium; B: SSM }53%3E Schaeffer’s sporulation medium (SSM)
B 3 Pglnd %RELSR

Fig.3 Analysis of transcriptional activities of PginA

2.3 gind IRIEEKRSDBRRS KEETE HNE
T Wi gind WThRE, NS RNG G B RS TR AT T oA, HC LB £33 56 T, I Tk HD73 .
HD (Ogln4) « HD (AgInR) FIAgInR (Oglnd) , W& ARG 5 B fEIS J1. 45 T, B LB 85557
S, AHACTHPAESY HD73 Takk, HARRAR IS 2 G A i i s A i (B 4) o REEFR A
JERIEDL T, ginR HEDK )RR S B 2B AR glnd ik & 1T, HRESEMESE R —3 (B 3A) .
2.4 ginAd BRI RIEEREYE LD
N TS glnd FE DR A5 X 95 20 4 28 HAT 1 (1 2% S s S, S SO ) AR 905 1) HD73 HD (OglnAD
AglnR. AglnR (Oglnd) A1 HD73 Hkk, X[/ 2 W40 b7 WS thdl . LL#dk HD73 ™4 Bt
W HeMhghdt 48 h JG b BT %, IR LCso 4iRKH], H5EAEMBEMAHLL, B HD (Ogind) « HD
(AglnR) I AginR (Oglnd) WA MG 5, Hh AginR (Oglnd) BMEIUCA W2, Ui RIX glnd B
P = s bk HD73 (R S (R 3) &
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#3 gind EEFRIE Bt FHRIT /NI R RIFE
Table 3 Bioassay of Bt strains expressed g/nA gene against Plutella xylostella

FEf Sample LCsp (ng/mL) 95% EFIX[H] Confidenc (ug/mL)
HD73 16.822 12.794~23.688
HD (Oglnd) 12.098 9.300~16.376
HD (AginR) 12.469 9.441~17.273
AglnR (OginAd) 9.004 6.895~11.703
HD73" NA NA

7E: NA WAWE. Note: NA was no activity.

T 3 3 iie

3k - EMG T ZEMUAT R T, DA AR EAR
. il WA 1 CodY. GInR FI TnrAP!, GInR #1 TnrA

L —_ T A B B #9017 51l 5'-“TGTNAN,TNACA—

39200 Yo, SR T ginR FED B T4 &k
J¥t & I RE R glnd 1 B3, A glnd BEDRI L[R2
ginRA P, RN, A2 WA
. W ) W) s 52 A s s T . AR RUE A E N, GInR

HD73  HD (Oglnd) AglR AglnR (O gind) S A S A o MR- IR eSS R, L
TRIAMIE R SN T glnRA01I F glnRA02 45
£, NI ginRA 1S AHFSEE I 37 505
PEI3 M R IAE Bt TR AR A2 2 LG & 1l 2 X gInA
TEE IR E N2 H A KA 7 GInR $#%, 1485 B SRR, 5 28 AT B AH A

Kloosterman 25 E17E 45> PG S 1 505 1 T 48 3K B8 AORIF ST b R B, ginA 2k S8 A8 R 35 T- B A6 70 i ke
ARG IS, LA 0.5 mg/mL (A2 WEZ I 2 AR . RN R IS AR BRIV e BEURG B ) 52 3]
TARKBIsEM, HXET Detroit 562 NSRRI 5z 40 M (UK A Ve W 2 FRAIG, RIS W% & 18 GlnA 7l
R TV R TP YR LM (0. ABFSAE Bt WK HD (A glnR) " id &Ik gind KM )G, 54
BIEARAR LG, R SR Z 0. 0 glnd AV RES 5 208 o & 2 AT s /e B AR e B, A
VAP I E . A, Young I Monroe 25U VI 5% 46 W 5 25 4 2 MO 1 1 PO £ 4 80 2 15 T F 28
My R, B A s AR A (RISk AR R BTG, A 15%IHE IS Ak B 2F B
CLRT AN AL, X L8 8 [ 002 thiE 2 2 25 TR A B o R 30 glnd IR 40 M vl e 2 B8 4 Mo R FH B 2 v
IR, REORUEAEI RS A A RINAA R T4 M B ar A A7 . X Boh$Em Bt R LB i3t 7
iy

AHFERIN glnd T2 Hof 5 R GInR () AR — R4 R sk N1, 7R 22 95 2% IR 40 B 1)
FER A, HBAFAE ginR FEDH, GInR S 7 R HERE A P S e 1Y, & Re g A4S & s ot B 28 [0 520 1l
FpAEAPO GInR AU S5 BRI P 0 LU R AT R A, IR SRR Pk 2 A s R AR gt
AR UL S AN A AT AR A SO PP, AT AR KR ST GInR # s Y7 T iodkisE, (HILLE Bt il
AR

B} J) Enzyme activity (U/mg)

4 ARERERSMEEEN

Fig. 4 Glutamine synthetase enzyme activity
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