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Abstract: In order to explore the mechanism of flavonol synthesis in red flesh apple, we analyzed the
pathway-related genes using mature red flesh apples, and cloned a transcription factor gene MdNAC9. The
correlation between MdNACY and flavonol accumulation was explored by Real-Time PCR, yeast
one-hybrid and luciferase reporter assay. The results showed that the expression of MdNAC9 was
positively correlated with MdFLS, a key gene in flavonol synthesis, in fruit and over-expressed callus

(OENAC9) . Yeast one-hybrid showed that MdNAC9 could specifically bind to MdFLS promoter.
Luciferase reporter assay proved that MdNACY could promote the expression of MdFLS. MdANACY9 may
promote flavonol accumulation by activating MdFLS.
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KGR R Z, OFEEE R . RS, BAFEENEMEEMZEES, &
BTGRP IG B 2, ICREfRER LR, WA ZHIMBEAIRITEM (Amado etal., 2011; de
Souza etal., 2011; Yangetal., 2013),

SERPEFERZHE T AR RS (R 55, 20100, TR, S8 SR 0
RV RS B R, KA mmE 2 R mith S h BERZ . ok Z10—K Gk
k7 %, 2009; Liu et al., 2016). R2R3-MYB % 3K 1 & IRFERN G I+ i1 2 5 35 i B A At
(Stracke et al., 2007; Mehrtens et al., 2015). BfiJ5, 765 % 2 25 203550 45 5 e s A 21
FK V'wMYBF1 (Czemmel etal., 2009). TE#FHH, McMYB4 Fl McMYB7 TEAN R IR 4648 T Xk 5 i
BEE G AR E R E T (Wangetal., 2015, 2017). 7EREYIY, 3K 72K AEY &R E R EE
(Wang et al., 2017). CAIE NAC #xkH+25 7R ENEAM R A aikiE, i
B FER, NAC xR AENBUIEYZE THEENMHER (Crifo et al,, 2012). fEfkH, NAC
ek R R R AWM DGR R I RIA, FFRERE IS PpMYBI0.1, #i{EdAHE TR REE
W, 2015). fERRITH, NAC Hesk 0] DIWE IR T R G BUS 3 SRR IE R M B s i R 7,
AL MBW E&5 M EAER (Zhouetal.,, 2015). BRILZ AN, NAC #5178 HoAth A ATeE B
BEIRAEFI6e, EME I NAC 1 ULS 51t U ZE 0 A AR BIR R (Vroemen et al.,
2003), ITHHHBFR A, EIREITHERIE NAC FEK (ANACOI9. ANACO55 F1 ANAC072), W]
PURZ R I IR AR P2 (Tranetal., 2004). 7EZ5H) E, NAC #3018 N i &6 57 1
SEMIR, 5UETE C uiid & AR 3 S %k (Xie et al., 2000; Shan etal., 2012). —% NAC
wEAN LS A S B H AN NAC AHEAEM, TERRRECE 7R 5k, RIS RE(EA (Olsen et al.,
2003), IXLE[EHEE TR SRR LAY TCP % 5t R AH BAE F DL R 4% s IRl 2 8] i3 P 2H
W% (Singh, 1998).

AR AH A S SR R R SR T A, R 1 AR R R U B R S R T
NAC9 (Wang etal., 2018) FE[K, EHH A4 N MANAC9. RIFHTNIIHRIE, NAC HRH TS 5%
BRI IE S . FREARSE (2014) 4R 7 L0ASE SR SR S B Fh 2 b o B R EAR SR B 7 2 A AR
LA R, BRIG A BRI R L — A R RISRACH LR o A Fi v DLALASE R HAL G
AR R I, FEAT MANACY W5 5 A, FE e 15 e B 20 53 2 2 S QIR R ) R A &
BIEA NP %58 MANACY 5 0 i B AR AL EE (1) 5% 2 B9 S Al

1 FRS T

1.1 BRI SEE

WIET 20172018 HELE Ll AR AR KAV ED A= 4 [ 5 Byt SI2B6 55 % 1) AR A8 Tk vl e B SR
FREEHLEAT . 8 HIRM T4 x 84157 [MEASEARFEI 3 Mk (B 1D, 4 3 UCRHE,
FRUIE RS 10 AN RSL, BAMURIER 30 N RsSE. RAHBREREA K, 28R 3 mENEL,
T - 80 CLRAF#&H.

HFBALREALN) M SEREHHSLL 14 d AR EIEH 05 mg - L' 6-BA Al 1 mg - L
2,4-D {1 MS K553t I, 24 CHERER;F%E.

8 RNA $RBGAFI G 5 BN 22 A F]; phusion BRI DNA ¥ g, 215 5Hbuk 7o Bl &
KW B Escherichia coli DH5a J& 52 2540 MUl B RAR AW FHEAL AR AR xR & . SYBR
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Jekb, BB MG & E. coli BL21 (DE3) WH A& AF.

E1 FER WA x ‘BO15° B3 NERERARMBRS

Fig. 1 Cross section diagram of mature fruit of three progenies of apple ‘Gala’ x ‘Zihong 1’

1.2 UPLC MEHF:R 3 MEK R EHEIEZLE &

#2103 ¢ RNHLSERE W BRI A, AN 2 mL FEE, SR 4 CTFEREFINE6h. i’
BWAEHEE 6 000 r - min™'y 4 CHATFE D 30 min. BIEHZ 0.45 pm WAL IS, 1 Waters
Acquity UPLC (3% [E 247 H1RE, Waters) #EAT 247 MBI K G A A 1% FHER GA7F B),
FE N 0.3 mL - min'e K C18 WA AL HEIT 0 B . B MIMIRMERERZ: 0~ 0.1 min, 95%; 0.1~8
min, 95% ~85%; 8~ 12 min, 85% ~ 79%; 12~ 15 min, 79% ~40%; 15~ 17 min, 40% ~ 10%; 17 ~
17.1 min, 10% ~95%; 17.1 ~20 min, 95%. T 584h—n] WA EE KA 350 nm A4S I 2 A B .
Z 8 Wang 55 (2017) PRI IEM NS, RS2 mi ke, REH . HAaME (Sigma,
St.Louis, mo, USA) 1EAbriE M.

1.3 SERTEEE PCR (qRT-PCR) SiExERERILS

SR 2 E B AE A SR CFX96 jE BAXAS, B R BAA R K SYBR Green PCR Master Mix it B 43,
£13% 10.0 pL 2.5 x Real Master Mix/20x SYBR Solution, 7 pL ddH,0, 1 pL #ik% ¢cDNA (50 ng - uL™),
o F#EI& L ul (Spupmol - L™, it 20 uL. B475%M: 95 CHIASH: 1 min; 95 CASME 15 s;
58 CiBK 15s; 72 CLEf 10s, BLIdFE 45 MEH . AP E 3 NPT BLER MdActin {EN
W%, MANACY Fix ik &FIFH 2247 79 (Livak & Schmittgen, 2001) HEAT 553 #7.

®1 34951

Table 1 Primer sequence
E SRS FFE (57-3"
Gene name Primer sequence
MdANACY F: CGAATGTGATCCTACTACCT R: CTGAAGAAGAACCACTCCT
MdAFLS F: AACCACTGTGAACAAGGATA R: CATAGTCGTACTTCTT
MdLAR F: CACCGTCAAGTCCTTCAA R: ACCTCTTAACTGTACCAACTG
MdAANR F: CCTGACAACCACAAGAAG R: GATCACAGCCTGCTATTG
MdActin F: TGACCGAATGAGCAAGGAAATTACT R: TACTCAGCTTTGGCAATCCACATC

14 MAINACY %[&RK ‘T ERAGLALEREL
FIFH Sal 1« BamH 1 BEVIAL S H051Y0, DALLAISER cDNA N, phusion = {f B Y 1
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MANACY (&35 : LOC103410856) MIMISHEST S| (P2 b %+, LBt e Hik fa Bl
H 40, WIEEE ST 8E (VT205) (&R, MFELER. 205X PCR PRI £ IA 3
& pRIT01 #EATXUEFY], DAAY 2 5 20 Ik 248 pRI101-MANACY. ¥ 5 2 Uk 5540 3k A AT B JOZ 25
M (LBA4404), HIE4 50 pg - mL™ FIHE VA1 50 pg - mL™ RIBE RN YEP A 973 30 mL 5%
FEREAL AR AT ELALUFRL, % ODeoonm i£21 0.6 I, 10 000 1 - min™ B0y, AIA 30 mL ddH,0, 2%
Rz

¥CEM SEREGAHLURKBEH 100 pmol - L ZME T F B AT 1 E A FRR e, T
FEIRIRY RN 30 min. B EGHS AT 5 05mg - L' 6-BA Ml 1 mg - L' 2.4-D 1y MS 553 |
BALTRE 2 d, JEHERERING 50 pg - mL RIATEEM 250 pg - mL RN FHH RN MS [E ik
L.

1.5 MANACY Tt 4R E i

WIS FR I PR RN R IR RS 100 pmol - L ZFE T HER Jeimih, T RIERG RN
30 mino KGVEA R ECFAET MS 55373 FHEBEANE 1 ~2d. RAERED BN,

B2 g BN CEM ERGGALET 10 mL 40EEEFR T, BHEHE S 30 min, T =EHE
EIREEH 12 h, BRERSIBBUR AR, ISR WS Solution (0.3 mol - L' MES 1.333 mL;
1mol-L'KCl1mL; 5mol L' NaCl6.16mL; 1mol-L" CaCl,25mL), 84 (75 um FL4%) it
PEJRAE A . 5B HIIEREZ 500 1 - min” B0 10 min, FF _F3EW, F 10 mL W5 Solution EARITIE,
BT Uk _F 30 min, Z&H HRVUERE, A 2 mL MMg Solution (0.8 mol - L™ H & 100 mL; 1 mol - L™
MgCl, 3 mL; 0.3 mol - L MES 2.667 mL) ¥ fi#t, Tk E&H.

1.6 MdNACY B H} 8 2L 35K 36

R MANACY Wigmis e 58— X 5149 5'-ATGAGCAGCAGCAGCAGC-3'. 5'-TTAATTAAAG
CAATACTTACTAGAGATCAGAGT-3'. 7E 5| Wi 1E [ Al S 17153 5 51\ Nde 1 « BamH 1 BEVIAL 5,
i HATOHERAT PCR 4710, S 574081 pGADTT 4} BT WY, UM pGADT7-MANACY
HAFM . W EHABAE DG LS = O E A )ik pHIS-FLS. pHIS-LAR, pHIS-ANR %[
AL R EE Y187 2 AS2HM, 2% pGADTT AE AR X HR . Jifiik H BAA #01) pHIS2 #ifk B & 4K
(¥13-AT(3 - &3k - 1,2,4 =W, 2 HIAE S 3-AT(100. 120 A1 100 mmol - L™ f#) SD/-His-Leu-Trp

(ZHER. TR2R. AR SRR LR, AN %R E5H X-o-gal &
657 F1 3-AT [¥) SD/-His-Leu-Trp ~F-# A .

1.7 MANACY K EEIRE IR

¥ MANACY 5% 1) CDS FE3i%E$H:3] pHBT-AviRpm 1 24k L, 1E AT, TolEf) MAFLS f2
3 PCR /“#J4fi A pFRKI1-LUC-nos #fk b, fENRE . # 1 uL UBQ-GUS WZ. 3 uL
pFRK1-LUC-nos HEAH A K F . 6 pL #H S F L RIFAHETE 2 B0 AR B H A JE AR
e, 1E 40%5%K £ FEIREE T, X EA AR TR Ak . 7E 24 CFRM 6 h JE, 2R
Begsllil LUC A1 GUS BI%E 4 (Victor X4, PerkinElmer, http: //www.perkinelmer.com/). | LUC
5 GUS iR A SR TR B 3 FiE 1 .
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2 RS0

2.1 ERIANKREETEZES S MANACI RIEE DT

UPLC #lI5E 3 M3ERPE AR B8.B32 Al A19 RELMIHHARIH >, A19 MR B AT S EMEERZ,
i B8 th A S E &AL (K2, &2).

100
90
80
70
60
R 50 f SR S Py ey R HRECH
40 + Hype roside Isoquercitrin Guava Phlorizin
30 | Xﬁ /
fg ! ‘A 0 0710.86 ﬂ13.29
0 -&J,AL AN A
6.00 8.00 10.00 12.00 14.00
H I&H [A]/min Retention time
E2 FERREELS UPLC AIEE
Fig.2 UPLC liquid chromatogram of flavonol components of apple
®2 ERIIMGREWERAS SR
Table 2 Content of flavonols in three strains of apple ug - g’
W& ST St B At AT BEE
Strain Hyperoside Isoquercitrin Phlorizin Guava Total content
B8 6.71+1.62b 1.80+£0.57b 9.65+2.82b 035+0.30b 18.51+3.30 ¢
B32 10.45+4.16 b 324+0.960b 29.72+244 a 0.63+0.59b 44,04 +3.28b
A19 61.87+5.59a 21.00+4.46 a 3338+8.54a 1.58+0.24a 117.82+8.12a

E: FSIPARF/NG FREROR UPLC MGESE R T Mg SR 2R EE (P<0.05).

Note: Different lowercase letters in the same column indicate significant differences in flavonol content under UPLC measurements (P < 0.05) .

E AR & B =) A19 MR R MANACY 5 MAFLS 395 EFIAE (B 3), T vl i s

60 mpBg mB32 OAI9
5.0 a
=}
S
mmﬂ% 4.0 +
X &
&30
5 20¢ a a
-te% b b ab . a 2 a
- 1l il
0 L L L L L L L J
MANACY MALFS MdLAR MAANR

B3 3MERFKARIABEXEKRETFEENRBESREBERREAR
Al — A NG FRERORZ2 5 3 P<0.05,
Fig.3 Expression of transcription factors and flavonol synthetic structural genes in 3 apple strains during fruit maturity

Different lowercase letters of the same gene indicate significant difference at P < 0.05 level.
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K B8 kR P HRIA BN BR, MdLAR 1£ B8 R R RIERERK 5, X MdNAC9. MdFLS
Lk 5k 2P S A M HIARE R BB 8, T MALAR 52K —50. MdANR WIZEILTE 3 Mk &
HESRAEE.

22 ‘EW ERAGEALAITRIE MANACY SRR S AR

W 3 P, A CER SEHZ (WT) ik FRiA MANACY HiifiHa 4y (OE) " MAFLS.
MALAR . MdANR 1351k &, i Fik &G H 20 MANACY AR ik =2 B AR 18.91 1%, MAFLS
JE 429 1%, T MdLAR 1 MdANR 584 RINE R 2R,

£3 IW ERAGAAFER (WD) fidRiE MdNACI (OE) EEFRIEE N
Table 3 Analysis of gene expression of wild-type (WT) and over-expressed MANAC9 (OE) in ‘Orin’ apple callus

WAL Callus MANAC9 MAFLS MdALAR MAANR
WT 1.00£0.17b 1.00+£0.16 b 1.00+£0.14 a 3.06+£022a
OE 1891+ 1.24a 429+027a 121+0.15a 1.00+0.13 a

I A—EEARNGFRRREZREE P<0.05.
Note: Different lowercase letters of the same gene indicate significant difference at P < 0.05 level.
ik MANACY W4 (OE) b, Bfily & &8 2 m THAR, S 28 AN 30 £,
Forp G 2 W EAIRR B HF 70 0 2 B AR LR 19 50 34 1 (R 4) .

F4 I ERMGARKFER (WT) fZRIE MdNACY (OE) EHNE SRS
Table 4 Analysis of flavonol content in wild-type (WT) and over-expressed MdNAC9 (OE) in ‘Orin’ apple callus pg - g

X hEEA ST bRlibas AT R MEE

Callus Hyperoside Isoquercitrin Guava Phlorizin Total content
WT 0.02+0.25b 0 0 0.06+0.24b 0.08+0.23b
OE 0.39+0.40a 0.10 +0.47 0.03 +0.49 2.06+0.07 a 2.58+0.16 a

e RSP ENG FREFOR A A H R S 2 R 2 (P<0.05).
Note: Different lowercase letters in the same column indicated that the flavonol content of the two callus was significantly difference at P <
0.05.

2.3 MdANACY &R MMERIEM D
) P B RE B 2 A5 486, B3I MANACY Zwtil

()8 (A1 MAFLS. MdLAR. MdANR {E R JHISLS )
P 15 B G R R S v . 4T :

pGADT7-MdNACY = 2 J5 #4351 F1 26 40 5 f

pHIS-FLS ., pHIS-LAR, pHIS-ANR JLHER% B ISLAR
IS ’
Y187, BRI FARS AL TR -

BEH X-o-gal WEOFFR DR TR, WEERzE:

[ AR HIS-ANR
iR (Kl 4) E7x, pGADT7-MdANACY 73

-pGADT7 -pGADT7-MdNAC9

%IJ —I_j pHIS'FLS N pHIS'LAR ;Hi“ ﬁ %’T’K%ET} ’ -X-a-gal -X-a-gal +X-a-gal
CIRYSYIE ~E = Sb¥eeseg SRRl ap e == i 5 B4 MINACO BB
B R BB B s pGADT7-MANACY F1 Fig.4 Yeast one-hybrid in MdNACY

pHIS-ANR FLHAGES, BRI %2 2R REAE K,
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KRR O 1284k pGADTT 731 5

pHIS-FLS. pHIS-LAR, pHIS-ANR t [l # ¢, ¥ 2,

I, 76 SD/-His-Leu-Trp MR HERE 236 | ot R

TR T 22 )
N T RS MANACY %F MAFLS HIS2, #) 23

7 358:MdNAC9 FI proMdFLS:LUC i 8 26 EE o)

ok, BIMIRRCEREL T R AL c |

(S A A, R BgAR AN 2 LUC F1 GUS i MANACY P

L R IEINA MANACO TR i — 2L A coteel

T proMdFLS (136 H4 B AR HEEH B5 MANACY HXTOREBE SR

éldzl:% ( @ 5 ) % Eﬁ MdJNAC9 Xﬂ. MAFLS % E(] Fig. 5 Analysis of relative luciferase activity of MdNACY9

Ja A EIEER

2.4 MANACY B9 L 40 B8 E {iL

HiE 6, A WTLLEH, % GFP MR/ VA P REM S RIL 09 MANACY-GFP
Rl R IE AR A BRI P RIS 0O, HOE AL T AL

B CCENR SEREGALN IR, X MANACY #EATWAHRE N /3T, BBl 6, B K,
7 GFP TEBEAF A A BT RE M B 4% (90 MANACY-GFP R RETEANAZ Pl g2 21580k, X5 E
TR FH e 2SI A R A A R 2

4 sREFN HEEIL I 4 sREFN I=F;
Bright field Bright field GFP Overlay

A

Bl 6 MdNACY FEFBLARE (A) MFERFERE (B) HHITHENR
Fig. 6 Sub-cellular localization of MdNAC?Y in onion cells (A) and apple protoplasts (B)

3 e

WAt G RA C6-C3-Co FEAFH., Ky 5MEMRE NN —RUEY, effEA
SR 2 AEME, FE A THE . KRR FEYH, w0 8 i, 5o, EEEALT R U7
B &, 2016). TEAEYIH, SEEHEE )& B 72— RS MR R A 2 1 s R 7SR AR AR (R
A, 2016). AMFRHDBELE T 1A NAC BEF RN TFHRE MANACY, ARYEEEZ A=
IR FILE S B A AR R () e Lo B, 1 s R 6 T 4R M A% o JE 0 T B R 2 S R O S R R S
Y, KIL MANACY9 BEH:455 IS MAFLS Ja 20T R 1E MR S B A 2R, 1 RIE MdNACY 13
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REHAR, HAETR SRR T,

31 HEEEEES5 MANACI RiEENIR

FEETRRE S B m vk R s, FESR N FIEIK MANACY FEEHREE A 45 FE K MAFLS 3%
REIR R MR IR S BRI R, WEREERRK, XU MdNACY 5 MAFLS H—
R EES H SRR & S — 2 B PR, HEI MdANACY T eSS BRI .
KL, B RAFE AN TR MANACY BRI @A H L, X MANACY it FKIEH A AL W& &
DL A G HE R Rk T M, 4558 OF NACY @ 4V LT B £ MAFLS #Hx ik B g w,
it ik A A R B AR & B B A AL 30 1% . 47 b, MANACY W RSB MAFLS 258 FfE A .

3.2 MANAC9 %} MdFLS iR M%ES

FLS RSE R RE A g A B 45/ F ) (Wang et al., 2017). Wang 25 (2017) W5 K
MYB22 5 MAFLS JA5) ¥ B#ELE, ARG R IEE. WETTT, AMYBI2 It E N
il B e S PR s TR, 9 HoX — G5B AR R b 1) e 6 R W ARIESE (Luo et al., 2008). %)
(I 640 ARG 2 B PWMYBF I S 35 B B A Rl 1 (VVFLS1) KIRESYERGET, I 5 9 EREE & ke
KERMEFAH KR (Czemmel et al., 2009). NiHE—LH 5T MANACY 5 MdFLS MR R, &
WA R AT, AL 4T R pGADT7-MANACY 1 pHIS-FLS [HEEREEAL T IFE &4
X-o-gal [f] SD/-His-Leu-Trp EFMERE 7RI I S B BE, UiBH MANACY v] LL45 & ) MdFLS A
EET e T HE— B 5E MANACY Xf MAFLS R J8 3 7% Pk B2, A 5¢ Ot a5 iE B
MANAC9 Xt MdFLS WRIEGBIETER - 8 LT, MANACY ¥ %K 166 B 45 & MAFLS 7R 1)
B, It HACEE MdFLS FENFFRIE, {238 2 B A A
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