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What I1s arisk assessment?

Risk assessment is the process where
you:

Identify hazards,

analyze or evaluate the risk associated
with that hazard, and

determine appropriate ways to eliminate
or control the hazard.



In practical terms, a risk assessment is a thorough
look at your workplace to identify those things,
situations, processes, etc that may cause harm,
particularly to people. After identification is made,
you evaluate how likely and severe the risk iIs, and
then decide what measures should be in place to
effectively prevent or control the harm from
happening.

For definitions and more information about what

hazards and risks are, please see the OSH
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Why Is risk assessment important?

Risk assessments are very important as they form
an integral part of a good occupational health and
safety management plan. They help to:

create awareness of hazards and risks,

iIdentify who may be at risk (employees, cleaners,
visitors, contractors, the public, etc),

determine If existing control measures are adequate
or if more should be done,

prevent injuries or illnesses when done at the
design or planning stage, and

prioritize hazards and control measures.



What Is the goal of risk assessment?

 The aim of the risk assessment process Is
to remove a hazard or reduce the level of
Its risk by adding precautions or control
measures, as necessary. By doing so, you
have created a safer and healthier
workplace.



How do you do arisk assessment?

» Assessments should be done by a
competent team of individuals who have a
good working knowledge of the workplace.
Staff should be involved always include
supervisors and workers who work with the
process under review as they are the most
familiar with the operation.

* In general, to do an assessment, you should:



identify hazards,

evaluate the likelihood of an injury or iliness occurring, and its
severity,

consider normal operational situations as well as non-
standard events such as shutdowns, power outages,
emergencies, etc.,

review all available heath and safety information about the
hazard such as MSDSs, manufacturers literature, information
from reputable organizations, results of testing, etc.,

identify actions necessary to eliminate or control the risk,
monitor and evaluate to confirm the risk is controlled,

keep any documentation or records that may be necessary.
Documentation may include detailing the process used to
assess the risk, outlining any evaluations, or detailing how
conclusions were made.



When doing an assessment, you must take into account:
the methods and procedures used in the processing, use,
handling or storage of the substance, etc..

the actual and the potential exposure of workers,

the measures and procedures necessary to control such
exposure by means of engineering controls, work practices,
and hygiene practices and facilities. T_

By determining the level of risk associated with the hazard,
the employer and the joint health and safety committee can
decide whether a control program is required.

It IS Important to remember that the assessment must take
Into account not only the current state of the workplace but
any potential situations as well.




How are the hazards identified?

e Overall, the goal is to find and record
possible hazards that may be present
In your workplace. As mentioned, it
may help to work as a team and include
both people familiar with the work area,
as well as people who are not - this way
you have both the "experienced" and
"fresh" eye to conduct the inspection.



To be sure that all hazards are found:
look at all aspects of the work,

include non-routine activities such as maintenance,
repair, or cleaning,

look at accident / incident / near-miss records,

include people who work "off site" either at home, on
other job sites, drivers, teleworkers, with clients, etc.,

look at the way the work is organised or "done" (include
experience and age of people doing the work, systems
being used, etc),

look at foreseeable unusual conditions (for example:
possible Impact on hazard control procedures that may
be unavailable in an emergency situation, power outage,
etc.),

examine risks to visitors or the public,

Include an assessment of groups that may have a
different level of risk such as young or inexperienced
workers, persons with disabilities, or new or expectant
mothers.



How do you know If the hazard Is

serious (poses arisk)?

Each hazard should be studied to determine its' level of
risk. To research the hazard, you can look at:

product information / manufacturer documentation,
past experience (workers, etc),

legislated requirements and/or applicable standards,
Industry codes of practice / best practices,

health and safety material about the hazard such as
material safety data sheets (MSDSs), or other
manufacturer information,

Information from reputable organizations,



results of testing (atmospheric, air sampling of
workplace, biological, etc),

the expertise of a occupational health and safety
professional,

Information about previous injuries, illnesses,
“near misses//E5", accident reports, etc.

Remember to include factors that contribute to
the level of risk such as the:

work environment (layout, condition, etc.),

capabillity, skill, experience of workers who do
the work,

systems of work being used, or range of
foreseeable conditions.



How do you rank or prioritize the risks?

Ranking or prioritizing hazards is one way to help determine
which hazard is the most serious and thus which hazard to
control first. Priority is usually established by taking into
account the employee exposure and the potential for
accident, injury or illness. By assigning a priority to the
hazards, you are creating a ranking or an action list. The
following factors play an important role:

percentage of workforce exposed,

frequency of exposure,

degree of harm likely to result from the exposure,
probability of occurrence.

There is no one simple or single way to determine the level
of risk. Ranking hazards requires the knowledge of the
workplace activities, urgency of situations, and most
Importantly, objective judgement.
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