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Abstract There exists an inherent link between upward and downward continuation of potential
field data. It is undoubted that the upward continuation procedure can give a stable and reliable
solution. Based on this excellent property of upward continuation, we propose two methods to
obtain a stable solution for downward continuation of airborne gravity data using the information
of upward continuation. Then a point-to-point analytical model and a least-squares analytical
model of downward continuation are established. The key view of the new approaches is that a

downward continuation process can be transformed to an upward continuation procedure and the
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computation of vertical derivatives by means of Taylor series expansion. The effect of data noise
on the solution of downward continuation will be suppressed by the operation of first step. And a
stable solution of downward continuation can be obtained by the operation of second step. So we
avoid the ill-posedness problem of downward continuation successfully. The solution accuracy
and applicability of the new models are analyzed and discussed. Finally, a numerical test using a
synthetic airborne gravity data set from ultra-high-degree geopotential model EGM2008 has been
made to prove the reasonableness and validity of the suggested models. It is shown that the new

methods are practical and easy to be realized, and will be of great value to the application of

airborne gravimetry.
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2" X2 s T ) S B LR 1) S R B
PR EA L AE R 5 X, & % B F] EGM2008 7 1
TUAE 5% ] Hby X H AT B /5 ) 3 O (AR R AF L 20095
Pavlis et al. ,2012). % X YU )& T #u ¥ 25 1k HL A R 201
R XA RCR HA — R . B EGM2008 fi;
RER 58 25 v (A% EE ) 50 B9 8 X8 (Heiskanen
and Moritz,1967)

nt2 M
) SV[(C;,cosma + S, sinma)P,, (sing) ]} . (24)
m=0

|
SR E 11 AR T - = R+ h, BRI B 2" X2
WO A% T S B Ags Corw) [ I 5 km 55 3
I (rs =R-+hs) FRYIEERFEL R 3FIET 4 A
Ivi) 72 B2 1T 1 9 EGM2008 3 5 (361~ 2160 B &)
BRETE I R G EE R R 4 FI T Skm & BT
T O A G4 R AR SCR IR
BRIy BL 5 kg A S S = 0
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R I T S R Ags Ctru) 2 B TR UL L A U R
AT 18] T SE AR i Ags (trw) 73903158 4 km,
3km.2 km.1 km F1 0 km & E i FE LR
(AgY (cal) \AgY (cal) \Agy (cal) .Ag™ (cal) \AgY (cal)) s
B H S5 AN B A B Agi (trw) (2= 040 4)
R HEHR » AT AR A5 0T 7 S2E 7 A5 5 i SRS 1) Tl 2
®3 TRAREAUEEREENREGRITER
(BL:10m-s7?)
Table 3  Residual anomalies from EGM2008

on different flying altitudes (unit: 10 °m « s72)

3 € (lem) fe/ME I ON] FHE BT R
0 —107.09  189.19 —0. 44 34.28
1 —88.22 162. 05 —0.39 30. 26
3 —68. 34 120.33 —0.33 24.07
5 —55.22 90. 66 —0.28 19. 56

x4 SkmBEEERRSESEITER
Table 4 Vertical derivatives of anomalies

from EGM2008 on 5 km altitudes level

(T BOME O mORM FME HIIR
—Br(mGal « km™') —3.45985 2.09489  0.00589  0.94238
ZHr(mGal « km™?) —0.28745 0.49396  0.00049  0.09966
ZHr(mGal « km™%) —0.08566 0.04196 —0.00022 0.01449
PUBT (mGal « km™*) —0.01119 0.01833  0.00006  0.00287

2.2 ANEBAERETELR

T RGN A SE S AR R i X C6) BT RACR 1
Sl EAEBUr (D) B Ags (trw) 35313157 6 km,
7 km.8 km.,9 km F1 10 km @& E i@ F R E 2%
(Agy’ (ca) \Agy” (cal) \Agy” (cal) \Agy’ (cal) \Ag)f (cal)),
SRIFFAL 5 AR X DL FAE” Ag, (tru) (0= 6,+++,10)
fR . 22 L A A5 0 1) b A8 3 AR R A RS B PR A L LA
R 5. Kb R RGO ¢ =307 8 T
Ul /N R G 300 2 N X VA 25 2R B 2 e 3 X0
2% 3030 B 9 1 5088 AR S ok BE 43 BT 3 A X301 B
PEBAFEZSINT — LB N R CT D,

RS MEEAEBETEBERZ(EM:10m-s7?)
Table 5 Accuracy test of upward continuation model

(UCM) on different altitude(unit:10" m ¢+ s7%)

i (kem) Be/ME PN FHE 77
6 —0.27 0.28 —0.01 0.10
7 —0.21 0.23 —0.01 0.08
8 —0.17 0.19 —0.01 0.07
9 —0.14 0.16 —0.01 0.05
10 —0.12 0.13 —0.00 0.04

HIZ 5 2550 . 25 L K AN A7 75 e A 40
IR i) b S0 AR B 2 2R AT LAk BAR R BE UK
L B Thm f RE 40 B2 22 L IR 2 A T
0. 3 mGal. 73 I KE A 11 715845 2 (14 6 w55 B 1T 119 1)
AR S SR CAg (ca)) FIKAT R BE R 4 0
S5 8 Ags Cerw) AL T 2E #i3HH 20 6) . /]
SRATAH X IO 3 e B2 22 1 9 1] 1 B 3 ) SR
Agl . (cal) = 2Ag; (tru) — Ag®. (cal)  (25)
R ERIEE Al (caD (i = 1,++,5) M
“EAH” AgsCtrw) B9 5 28 AT A5 B i) R SE 355X
C6) R LA, BRI L3R 6.
R6 mymmTEAREITHEEERZ
(Bf:10°m-s7?)
Table 6 Accuracy of point-to-point downward

continuation model (DCM) on different altitudes

(unit:10™°m « s72%)

R (k) /M KA X {H BT
1 —0.34 0.28 —0.01 0.10
2 —1.86 1.01 —0.01 0.36
3 —4.45 2.50 —0.01 0.88
4 —8.19 4.61 —0.01 1.61
5 —13.21 7.40 —0.02 2.59

%6 B & 2%k dkm XY T 5 T AY
JER G —Dkm. g1 6 45 R A, BRI I L8 B
U R 2 B T e B 38 R ) o AL X A
Tia) I~ SO S TR 1) T SR B B AT e B 2 1 KT R
I - 00 B 1) T B 3 55 AR 118 DR 1R 2 X AE 4 1T 5 4
AR, HA Y = 22 /0T 3 km B %45
RIS BE AT 1 mGal. X 1 A 4 358
S50 LA 5t A 3 36 B840 VR T ) I ) ) 3
FEARAE T &, WS DL 0. 5 mGal fE Jy B350 1% 2% B 2
B B2 AEFE 1 BT 5 1 JIr A 228 4 55 15 2 Y L PN L 4 AT
DA 25 DY i 3 1) i S B0 0 5 e (R L REAE 2 km
o B 2 DA 2 Y ) R S5 RO R L 2R A
PR ACTEF) 1 mGal, B4 ] W 2= = B 3 14
B ) T v R 2t T A N BE R F 3 k. ANHER
o BRI A e 53 6 B R R e 4.

R T ik — 2 A L W R K 1) R SE A A
SRR X BN R 7E B B Ags (truw) HH4)
BMA £1 mGal, £3 mGal #1£5 mGal (1 [ 75,
XoF o7 A S = £ e R 00 S O AR T 5
AL R A B b R R 25 5 Y 0 A A
70 R FE AT AR A 2 (Alberts, 20095 fiv e
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W%, 2013 BRFH 7K S8 25, 2013) , PR b H G 36 45 6 B
A S T SC AL W 5 S L 55 3 5 AR R Y i L
S AR R T ORS BE A A% 45 2R X B HB i 22 37
HRAEL Crms) R [RD A1 EE 7 B 55 3% 6 AH X 9 1]
S SRR TSRS B AR AL A R NSk 8 PR,
x7 BEZWMTHEEEHRREZAFTIRE
(BAL:10°m - s7%)
Table 7 Accuracy (rms) of UCM with noisy data

(unit: 10 °m » s %)

7 (km) 6 7 8 9 10
1§75 =1 mGal 0.26  0.21 0.17  0.14  0.12
I 7% =3 mGal 0.70  0.56  0.45  0.37  0.31
I 7% =5 mGal 1.18  0.95  0.78  0.65  0.54

RS BEXMWMTHAXEAETERRE
HWARE(EAM:10 " m - s77)
Table 8 Accuracy (rms) of point-to-point

DCM with noisy data (unit:10™°m « s7?)

1 22 (km) 1 2 3 4 5

7 =1 mGal 0.25 0.41 0. 89 1.61 2.58
I 7 =3 mGal 0.70 0.67 1. 00 1. 67 2.62
I 75 =5 mGal 1. 16 0.97 1.10 1. 66 2.58

XL 5 RIER 7 BB SE AL AT LA B L
Mg 75 50 i) S T B 4 SR 5 AR N LT AN AR
RS GO RAE (| R AN [ B o U iR (S K A
U A B VR AR S B . i — 2B Xt R 6 Fn k8 4
T LU o A9 25 ) 08 A TR0 40 3] s AT R 7 Y
OO BRRE » SOR ST R SE B R S A5 R LT A
SR WL M B AR S, A SE R 22T 3 km
F 1 B AT AT 3RS 1 mGal 2845 TN .
2.3 BRMZERMBMERTHEKR

T IS EE T A 2R (200 H AR A A AR AL AG: 56
[ R 225 i 3] e /N 3 filk A 4SRN g A KR AR 1 R
BORLVEHSETE S km RATEEEEM U5, LL 0.5 km
F18 1) o 28 B 20 > 11 58 oy B T BRIV 530 v 2 A i )
15 km) o fff F i) B S BL43 20 (T L B Ags (trw) 4351
R XN F Ed® 20 @ EmEMEN S
CAg CcaD) si = 1,205 AT & 115 1 1Y B2
AT ED . LU — A 2" X 2" [ Rg S A T
I B R TE AR B 0 ] — SEAE A R R 20 4
& S EARA 200, A 54T 2 A X 1) ) R
I 1) i 5 IR AR A (D) it — 2 A e
{18 S 1 =5 R 2 (5 T ) 30 TBCTEL AR [ R AT SR 7548
BER ] R LA (H. SR R T A S A X R B

.92 o AT 3 /N IR A BT A AR R RS BE B
T A R 0 Ay O 00 8 A i b S 0 SRR —
of 3 9 P 9 SO D AR [+ 5 ) S i R R
X 1) T S R A B 45 R A — S R R R
A B X A8 A1 20 BT - AR 4 5 0 B B TR
Z R AT ) 8 A5 R AT 2 A Ja e B MR T
ERL SN acR R PRI RS € iR @ R TIPS
A iR (UL R 38 B — s RO e BT A AR
TR . e B G RO A i A R T
R T SR R8s b YRR R O N =1
M N=2,ff/H 55 km & 10 km & E BN K 10
A WL K Fh B AT 3k ) g 2 R ARE BOR. SR
B N =3 FI N =4 i), 5580 i 5545 51 19 72 1k
N m A AN [] o7 DX 0 . PR ) b SE 4 e B
BRGSO AR ) b S0 4 50 SRR R A ARG B
I 4 o) T S0 A AL TR0 i) b A v R AR A L
Kot B AT B v A SO RE S I A0 R A — 8 3
I RCHE BT 23 A — R R b AR AR 1o T S 4 A5 2 4
BOREEE. MU ERE N=3 F1 N=41 [ T %4 B
TUI S FATS BAT 20 Ao JBE TG A9 00 00 K o R AT T
U e AR 7 km % 14 km m BN Y 15 4100
A 2 T iy S 1] 5 R B 3K AR U
e 17 ff 7 AR R BT IR O - N= 1.2, 3. 4., 70 5l i 5745
B A4 ZH AR X R A [ N HE R R AL 4 A ASE Y i BT X
O PR i) T S 1T AORS BE A AZ A R Ik 9 P,
R RN _FEBAERRENFTR(EM:10m-s77)
Table 9  Accuracy of least-squares DCM

on different altitudes (unit:10 " m « s72)

5 )% 22 (km) 1 2 3 4 5
N=1 0.21  0.54 1.00 1.62  2.41
N=2 0.07 0.16 0. 30 0. 50 0. 80
N=3 0.06 0.14  0.26  0.42  0.65
N=4 0.07 0.18  0.33  0.56  0.87

oI 9 45 L e/ Rl AT A 4 R Y
SRR 2 I T 1) i 5 0 e 85 I O IBAEL 1) 39 D T 3 20
1 (S B U R B N =4 T ROR BE ST A
JI T W X AN 2R — 7 T U 0 s B X R i A
A S2E A1 AT (1 T RS A AR T ) — T T
U P g i O 22 x4 O 174 SR A
e AR T R PR S R IR X AT T
2" X 2"y B i B E il T EGM2008 B Y e 12
B 2160, X I f B4 43 Bk %6 AT 5 <5 s
o e P A9 0000 0 9 3 0 kAN B B ) R R
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9 25 R Ul B PR A Bl U RE A SR E = B
Lo CATT B0 2 1) i 5 0. = B A b g B 0 £ SR 45 R 1
A REPETCEEAS B ORAIE L R O B B0 U A A BR
F18 e AR 23 AN A2 L 23 Hh =B LA b e B A L 52
Pr b XbHE R 2 I 4 45RO HER AL dl U
Pa B i 5 50 A B R RHE O g /b Tt R R 22 PR 2
AR EEOR L il 25 O I B A s B 30T 5 0 D 24 A 1
Bz 3R 6 MK 9 S5 ] LA L 7E 4 km
19 JSE 22 LA o RS i ik AT S2E 0 5 TR 1 T B0 R JEE
LT — Wi i /Iy 3 fift 5 TR 3k A 45 2R 5 i T 9
A 4518 BV P A9 — B Aol 2 A 1R PR SR R AR
e S 45 TR ) 2 TR A W) 5 1.

R AL T AN R AT AE S AR R Y A g
B AEBERUI B Ags Crw) F 4R BIINA £1 mGal,
+3 mGalfil =5 mGal (1 WM SR J5 5 52 /Y 3
SN LS A A AR I AN M R S L 53R 9 R X
P 1) T S 4 TR - BEORG EEA AZ 25 SR ANk 10 B, &
11 A e 8] 1 2 N =4 i 000 7 7 531 B
4 0 mGal.1 mGal.3 mGal #1 5 mGal (YR FEE T
(1 AN TR) 5 T i i 2 K500 H 5900 2 A % 45 8 GHF i
5k 4 BHHE ¥ IR,

F10 REZWMTH&E/NREAEEIREHFRE
(BAL:10°m - s7%)
Table 10 Accuracy (rms) of least-squares DCM

with noisy data (unit; 10 °m + s7%)

1 22 (km) 1 2 3 4 5

N=1 0.22 0.55 1.01 1.62 2.41

N=2 0.11 0.27 0.48 0.78 1.18
M7 =1 mGal

N=3 0.10 0.25 0.45 0.71 1.05

N=4 0.18 0.47 0.89 1.49 2.31

N=1 0.25 0.59 1.07 1.69 2.49
N=2 0.19 0.44 0.76 1.16 1.69
17 = 3 mGal
N=3 0.28 0.66 1.17 1.83 2.64

N=4 0.48 1.26 2.41 4.04 6.25

N=1 0.27 0.63 1.09 1.70 2.48

N=2 0.23 0.51 0.85 1.28 1.82
% 7 =5 mGal

N=3 0.48 1.14 2.00 3.10 4.45

N=4 0.82 2.14 4.10 6.85 10.59

Hi 2 10 Z5 SR Y UL G 7 ) fi A SaE 4 45 0 31
SO P2 1Y 52 o ot 3 17 i 3 S50 19 80 P9 8 g R
0 e A R M I S A ) AR A 5
— 2 R AR B I UL AR ) 0 R O S o i
£ R LU A A T 0 3 A AR Al L IR R A Y B 22

k11 FAEMXEORSPITEBERZ
Table 11  Accuracy(rms) of vertical derivatives

of different orders

— B B =k 74 F

i 3 2 (mGal *+ km™ 1) (mGal « km™?) (mGal « km™?) (mGal » km™*)
g i =

*F" 0.05106 0.02993 0.00986 0.00223
0 mGal

I P —

*P‘ 0.13599 0.07969 0.02575 0.00420
1 mGal

I —

,XF" 0.36271 0.21603 0.07029 0.01077
3 mGal

lsh e —

%Fj‘ 0.62214 0.36530 0.11789 0.01778
5 mGal

JE DAV B 4w FH 1) o A0 45 8, 5 PRI Ik, TG 7k E A 3
5 T R A R e S A AR I 8 O R 1 s Ak
FRAET 5 A 24 500 W e 75 /N F 1mGal B, 3
P Bk N =3 [ fift BT 4E 4 58 B A S 45 3000 - 75
DU 02 6 R B R BT IR N =2 1l AT A A AL 3R
10 ASXE Y FE AR B Y14 ff A 08 H 5 750 %o SO0 ) e e
IS 10 2 /N 1 U 0 3 41K 2 v B U A
TR HG S A SRR R T i SRS . 5
B 23 5 7 0 2 O A AT 3l G 2 52 0L g S 1
P, F 5 B AT 3% 1~5 mGal (7K o B 7R 52 B
7 FH R A e N =2 14 £ BT J2E 4 45 7 2 B A AR
(. BEAh XA AT 11 N 2, [ I EK R O AR
9 fIFE 10 XN T N=4 BB G458, AR
s BR T B RS EH A S RN Hx g Rk
255 5 LA HoAb = A B O S 8RR 1A A
FEA ST W T 2R 2 T A Y e 2= B 2 L AR R R 25 5 R
SHO NG B BOR Z R 20 6 &R

h T R R B A 2 (20) — (22) 43 3K il 25 B
i 3 o] i 5 B0 S R RO B L ) T 4 A R
RN JEE 5 ), AR SCHE 8 20 (20) A 5345 31— B F0
TR SRR R b — A R (21) A (22)
A3 BT =B R DU B e S s 5 BRI 0 O X5
JIG T 1) AR 50T SRS B R I R A R 5 ROR 1 R
.3 12 M3 13 /550 T 53 10 Figk 11 # Xt
IO 114 3 6 0 BO(E A 6 445 S o DR V9 R B vk o ik
— B R B S RO S AR A 22 S R 12 HB
N=3f1 N=4 1§ T Xt g5 1. 3£ 13 W& N=
4 W A B EC 1 mGal.3 mGal #1 5 mGal = Ff
5T B[] B 0 28 ) i 5 500 T 53005 B A A 25

XF e 10 fIER 12 v UG H o A 0000 1t s B
1 mGal [ N=3 —F 1§ , fc /> e & AR A 11 31 0 kG
JE WS T o2 s oAb I TR J5 3 #— Bt Fan &, 0
TN T A S A R O B L AR ST
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x12 FRENSTRNDFEBTREIRE
HHRE(EM: 10 m - s77)
Table 12 Accuracy of step by step least-squares DCM

with noisy data (unit:10 " m « s72)

i B 22 (km) 1 2 3 4 5

N=3 0.10 0.29 0.63 1.18 2.02
I 7 =1 mGal
N=4 0.10 0.29 0.62 1.18 2.01

N=3 0.15 0.38 0.73 1.28 2.11
I 75 =3 mGal
N=4 0.15 0.38 0.73 1.28 2.10

N=3 0.22 0.49 0.84 1.35 2.12
73 =5 mGal
N=4 0.22 0.49 0.84 1.35 2.11

®13 WEFHSENTEAMRERRSE
HERBERZ
Table 13 Accuracy (rms) of vertical derivatives

of different orders from step by step method

—Br B =B iy

1 5 2 (mGal « km™!) (mGal « km™?) (mGal « km™?) (mGal * km™*)
I i —
. 0.07080 0.04387 0. 05575 0.00311
1 mGal
g P —
%Fj‘ 0.12940 0.04944 0. 05685 0.00311
3 mGal
I e =
XF" 0.20243 0. 05504 0. 06466 0.00314
5 mGal

T N=2 0 e/ e B AR i RAF 8 i 7 2
0 28 B POBOR T SCH0 R B = A0 DY B 6 4R R 1)
T HE RS B2 S R RS B 5 5k 4R fHL AR 10 Ak
12 XJ L85 R © bW L o 45 i 53 07 1 B AT 40 o W P
TR TR E PR AR AT T 2 LAY X —
M 1T FI 13 1545 R A9 AT Bl AE A 21 58 3iE.
T S F A5 R0 o S T = i M Y i R i 22 BT DA 5
5 JBE B R SR, 3 2 R A A B 48] v 9 = o A DY
My 5 R (e /0 T 5 R 22 2 2 i sk
SR B RN CRIR L 4 13 13 8] i BUE 45
H A BPAE R FH 20 4 Ak 507 3 0k HE R 7 7
Hh BT R A g B O 3 X 24 S92 B E O I 3 4 72 Ak
R PG B L S 5 B A WL 5% 22 10 .l S 75
O A0 R SR RE RS 45 AR 1) T SESR I AR

3 #5it

BT [r) L 0 e e R AR T S AL R
PR ARSCHR T A B b S £ R S B S 1)
I S SRR AR A P T 3 L A S T X T
I AT S R R /s SR 1) T A A A A R
TR T A B 23 BT RO T S A 56 WA LA S

AL

(1) ) FH 28 ) 50 T AL o 6 3 1] N 4 41
il B Ao R B 4G Ay iy S B A A e i 5 A5 R
AT T RO ) B O I MR X g B 2 B
P 50 b A R T 1] T S A R S A R 3 A T
U, HAT 8 R 0 52 A

(2) g% A ) A AT S 4SS 70 fige B 2o R T PR )
11 TR BE O TR G2 0 — B B S 78, AR ) 35
T BE 22N T 2 km BARES ) SE # [0] 30 Mg 5 %)
I A SRS BEAG T 1 mGal,

(3) fe/N 3 1] T fife Br 40 1 455 80 A O i R o AR
W 52 % AR TE ORGSR )T FE AR AE
ORI e 7 PR 2% 1 T 3 e B R I e 5 B
] I AT A F AT Y L 5 R Ry 3 mGal B X
T4 km 5 BE 220 10 R SE T EORE B T A 1 mGal.
52 o 5 Ty LI 3 1) AR Ak R AE L BB L H AL
BRI 158 22 B, 0T 2% P8R 4 20 R R IR
A o] i 3 50 DA 2 e e AR R Y AR

(4) TESEBR N s S T BN B A B i 4 8K
WL ) 5 0 [ g ke PR K00 SO 00 X S A 0 0 A7 7
75 [ DX | A ) B T 7 I R el R R e B o A
B EGM2008) 1524 2% 37 . LA AR 1 4 41 2 1 4K
VB Ay 1) T S 4 ik 5 1 000 B il (RO 45, 2014) LU
235 WL E ) S A 25 DR RN o e RO SR Y
THE 5 BRSR i ] S 3 0] 50040 1 %
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