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Fig.1 Space—time structure switching mechanism of tourism dialogue
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Tourism: A Spiritual Dialogue through Time and Space

TAO Yuxia
( College of Tourism, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China)

Abstract: This paper discusses the essential requirements, the internal structure and the expression
mechanisms needed for the construction of a proper tourism dialogue. A genetic method and a number
of theoretical frameworks which comprises dialogue, spatial and defamiliarization theories were
applied from the perspective of psychology and aesthetics through a logical and a phenomenological
analysis of the cognition and expression of the individual regarding tourism. As a result of the research,
we have concluded that tourism activities are carried out in a variety of ways, but there is a constant
dialogue able to transform physical space-time into psychological space-time. As a kind of spiritual
dialogue through time and space, tourism intertwines physical and psychological space- time with
physical and psychological distance; then completes the construction of a psychological distance by
converting space-time into a dialogue space and ultimately time-travels to make the physical become
psychological and thus to form a spiritual dialogue. In other words, the spiritual dialogue through time
and space is the core contradiction of tourism. The nature of a tourism dialogue is also a kind of attitude
and a human way of dealing with the relationship between the self and the world. In tourism dialogue,
the tourist transforms the dialogue into a self-real object by means of a time-space conversion, while
this “time-space conversion” is what is usually known as “time-travel”. Through “time-travel” we are
able to turn a utilitarian perspective into an aesthetic perspective. The establishment of an aesthetic
perspective requires a psychological distance; the establishment of a psychological distance requires a
defamiliarization process with everyday objects; and the realization of this psychological distance is
accomplished through time-travel. Therefore, “Time-travel” is a kind of deconstruction, but also a kind
of reconstruction: it reconstructs a psychological space-time by deconstructing a physical space-time. It
allows the individual to meet the past, the present and the future, covering all the possibilities of
imagination. The essence of tourism is a kind of “time-travel” dialogue which is based on a physical
time-space conversion; it is a dialogue process with its symbolic meaning through the representation of
space- time. Time, space, time- travel, mental states, dialogue spaces, defamiliarization, psychical
distances and so forth expressions constitute the basic structural elements and concepts of tourism
dialogue. Tourism dialogue is a structure that stimulates the tourist to travel towards destinations
constructed by an objective certainty of the destination and the uncertainty of its symbolic meaning.
Based on the establishment of a psychological distance caused by the transformation of space- time,
“Time-travel” can be achieved, and then the personal ideal of a dialogue field is established. Through
the tourist’s ideals and actions towards the possibility of realizing unlimited significance in their own
tourism experience, time-travel characteristics and the required structure provide the function to meet
the needs of many different experiences in tourism. This structure mechanism tells us why tourism can
carry out a valuable role, while explaining how tourism dialogue may achieve different functions.

Keywords: tourism; dialogue; time-travel; defamiliarization; appeal structure
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