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Collision between Postmodernist Writing and Classics

Narrative Art of Metafiction in Dunyazade

ZHANG Hong-yan,ZHAO Zi-lin,CHEN Shi-dan
(Jiangsu University of Science and Technology , Zhenjiang 212000, China )

Abstract: Dunyazade by John Barth,a typical metafiction,draws attention to the status of the artificial fiction. Metafiction is the
fiction that refers to the fiction itself, cares the process of story writing. Exploring the art of narration is superior to narration itself in a
metafiction. A variety of narrative techniques of metafiction such as exposure, parody,and regressive frames are employed in Dunyazade
to rewrite the classics Arabian Nights,which is the collision between postmodernist writing and classics.The interpretation of the narra-
tive techniques of the novel can not only reveal the Barth’s concept of postmodernist writing,look for a form of novel that strengthens the
relationship between the fiction and the reality ,but also embody the consciousness of introspection advocated by postmodernist writers.

Key words: postmodernist writing; ~ John Barth;  Dunyazade; metafiction;  narrative art



