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The British Media



How do British people spend their free time?
«c 000000000

e \Watch television

e Read newspapers

e Listen to the radio



The most popular leisure activity
«ce 0000000000001
In the evening, most — |
Britons settle down to :
watch some television:
96% of the population
watch TV at least once
a week.




The second most popular pastime

On an average
day, 90% of Britons over |
the age of 15 read a

national or local paper.
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The third most popular pastime

listening to the radio,
an activity

in which 73% of the
population engages in
on a weekly basis.




Brainstorming

. 00O
What functions do you think the media have?

Provide people with information about political and social
issues

Provide weather reports

Carry advertising

Used for educational purposes

Provide a forum for people to express their views
Seek advice

Give people entertainment

Serve for the political and economic system
Work as a monitor



The British media plays an important role in:

e In British political system: inform the
population about problems the country may
be facing and what the government is doing
to solve such problems.

e In engendering a national culture:

people from different field all share the same
experience, they could discuss what they
had read or seen——British are all part of
the British culture.



Newspaper
«c 000000000
e 1. Background
e 2. Varieties
e 3. Relationships
e 4. Restrictions
e 5. Challenges



1. Background: UK’s Newspaper
Industry

one of the world’s oldest established newspaper
industries

1. The long history of newspaper industry : beginning
to flourish in the late 18th century

The beginning of newspaper industry

-- the industrialization

-- the extension of the democratic franchise
-- the rise of literacy level



3. one of the highest levels of newspaper
sales per head of population;

4. 1400 different newspapers, 10 daily
national newspapers



The Observer

«c 000000000
» It first appeared in 1785.

» It is published every Sunday.
» It is the world’'s oldest Sunday newspaper.



The Times
. 00O
e |t began publishing in 1785.

e Itis the United Kingdom's oldest daily
newspaper.



2. Varieties

e 10 major national morning daily paper and 10
major Sunday papers published nationally, and
about 2,000 smaller weekly papers.

e In London , there is only one evening paper, the
Evening Standard (Fr{lENEHR) . It covers national
and International news as well as local affairs . It
circulates mainly within eighty miles of London.



e hundreds of regional and local newspapers and
some 7,000 periodicals:

Provincial Mornings (Yorkshire Post)

Local Evenings (Nottingham Evening Post)
Local weeklies (Hereford Times)
Freesheets (Trader Group, Midlands)
Political Press (Socialist Worker, Newsline)
Community Press (Leed’s Other Paper)



Two major categories

e Quality papers (broadsheets) Kk
e The tabloids (gutter press) /M
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Quality Newspaper-

Popular Newspaper-

Sizes double the tabloid- 16 by 23 inchese

Content- Long informative articles, wide | Human interest stories,
range of topicse sensational stories less news,

little discussion, little
international news, sport.«

Style- Objective  presentation, less | Easy to read, sensational tone,
sensational or emotive language, | emotive language., large
wide vocabulary and complex | headlines, photographs and
syntax. Less visual supports visuals. Short items.»

Pmpose- To inform about national and | To entertain, provide gossip

international affairse

stars, TV
personalities, politicianss

about Hollywood




Quality Papers

Backlash over
Blair's school
revolution
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1 heGuardian
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London’s dayofterror

the Guardian ( F#%)

—a national daily newspaper;
radical in politics and interested
In society and social

problems;

quite soft on crime and quite
feminist ;

shows great concern for green

nnlitire
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{the Observer)
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first appeared in 1791;
the world’s oldest
national newspaper;
published every
Sunday;
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bR e dSun XPHTK
| M read for their stories and other
. L | features rather than their news
l, ; ';. items.
WA great deal of space is

OUR SPIRIT w"]- devoted to crime , scandal and
NEVER BE BROKEN gossip partlcularly when it

Commmm concerns beautiful women
whose photographs can be
used to add sexual attraction to
the paper.
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the News of the World<<tt 5% 37 [#>>one of the tabloids
(the gutter press), Britain’s biggest seller; began in 1843;
It gives great coverage on crime, sport and sex stories;
By the 1930s it was Britain’s most popular Sunday paper,
selling 3.4 million copies each week; now sells about 4.7
million papers each week
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| FLEET
STREET

Fleet Street
«

a street in London, England
home of the British press until the 1980s
metonym for the British national press

"The Street of Shar_p” -




Who Reads What?
]

e “Class is to the UK, what race is to the US.”

e Media choices can tell a story.



Who Reads What?
]

e Over half of people over the age of 15 read a
national morning paper and six out of ten read a
Sunday paper.

e Tabloid readers are usually from the middle or lower
class, only slightly more male readers than female,
clerical, skilled or unskilled workers, unemployed, old
people and pensioners.

e Quality paper readers are usually from the middle-
class, professional and managerial jobs, more male
readers than female, and more live in the South of
England.



Who Reads What?
]

e The majority of the press shows a bias
towards conservative values in general.

e The Daily Telegraph, the Sun, Daily Mail and
Daily Express usually support the
Conservative Party

e The Mirror and News on Sunday usually
support the Labour Party

e The Guardian, Independent and Today
occupy a middle ground.



3. Relationships
«a__ 0000000

e Relationship between newspapers and
politics

e Relationship between newspapers and
business

e Relationship between newspapers and
social people




Relationship between newspapers and
politics

Watch dog function:

> inform the electorate about politics
> keep an eye on the government ( a free press is

considered important to the functioning of
parliamentary democracy.)

Many analysts criticize the power of the press has
usurped(£L3¥) the power of parliament.

< |



Relationship between newspapers and
business

e Newspapers in UK are first and foremost
businesses to earn money, not public
services.

e companies use the press to sell products and
services.

e |ndividual people also use the press to look
for a job, buy house, and find babysitters.



The Advertising Code
]

e Ensure that advertisements are legal, decent,
honest and truthful.

e Have a sense of responsibility for consumer
and society.

e Respect the principles of fair competition.

PS: If enough people complain to the
Advertising Standards Board, the company
will be told to withdraw the ad.

<



The relationship between the
newspapers and social people

e Class and educational differences are
reflected in the newspaper people read.

e Britain has one of the highest levels of
newspaper sales per head of population.

e There are over 1400 different newspapers
which cater for a wide range of political views,
Interests and levels of education, most
people will choose to read a newspaper
accords with their own feelings.



Is British press totally “free”?

e While officially speaking the British press is
“free” from government control and censorship
and can print what it likes, there are limit to
what will appear in the dairy paper.

» The example of the former chairman of the
KGB, the Soviet Secret Service




The Restriction

e The laws
e The Official
Secrets Act




The laws
o« ]

e Many British laws limit the freedom of the
press

» Contempt of courts law
> Laws of libel and defamation



The Official Secrets Act
c ]

e The media is also affected by the Official
Secrets Act which stipulates(}i 52 )that all
government information is kept secret unless
the government says it can be released.

» The example of Sarah Tisdall in 1984



Changes
« 01

e Newspapers are now facing challenges

» The development of television and the
Internet provides us with more choices

» Decline in advertising revenue
Online editions of newspapers

< However ,many people still maintain their
habit of reading a newspaper



The Broadcast Media

Television and Radio



e Television viewing: 3.5 hours/day (including
videotapes)

e 97+% of Britain’s households: ownership of a
color television

e /3%: ownership of a videocassette recorder
(VCR)

e A radio/home
e /0%: listening to radio on a daily basis



Public Service
Private Service
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Public Service

BBC (the British
Broadcasting
Corporation 5[ 42
H]) (BBC 1 & BBC 2)

-- founded in 1922

-- TV/radio channels

-- public service




<+ BBC has 6 National Stations:
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BBC 3 DNE B

THREE
BBC News 24

BBC Parliament
: : - B]B|C
» 5 National Ra.dlo Ste.ltlons NEWS
<+ 39 Local Radio Stations

BBC World TV Channel
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-- N0 commercials/

advertisements on BBC 1 &
BBC 2

--The fee of a color TV license is
set to rise to £139.5/year & a
black & white license will cost
£47 from April 1, 2008.




BlB[C

www.bbc.co.uk/

the BBC website informs, educates and entertains
-- wherever you are, whatever your age.




The BBC website began its official life back in
December 1997 with this very simple design.

BB - Homepage
¥ BEC. £ 0.k
are— =1
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They have taken loads of work to do and finally
achieve today's success. It contains news, sport,

TV, radio and a whole lot more.
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bbc learning English
http.//www.bbc.co.uk/worldservic
e/learningenglish/

In this part of the site you can improve and
practise your English with activities that
Involve listening and watching.

As a program providing real English, it is really
an excellent resource for ESL learners.



~2Private Service

> | ITV = Channel 3 (Independent Television Network
Limited 2837 42 7]) 15 franchisees (Its G
operates a breakfast network service.) approxi Itv
33% informative and 66% light entertainment

> Channel 4 (Channel Four Television Corporation
S DY S FL A 28 /) is a hybrid public service &
minority interest service, also raising revenig
advertising sales.

» BSkyB (British Sky Broadcasting Group 4 [E K45
AT



Popular Programs

e Reality TV (B A\75) — Pop Idol (AT |
Big Brother (% K%}

e Game Shows — Weakest Link {ik55 8
nR - BEHE T

e Soap Opera










What Soap Operas do British people
watch?

e Coronation Street 14 #7

colloquially known as Corrie, Corror
or The Street

a British prime-time soap opera set in f Wi
the fictional town of Weatherfield | \““L ki

first broadcast on 9 December 1960 Ba™ :
irst broadc A \ t\L

In 2012 it will become the world's
longest running television soap CORONAT!ON

opera currently on the air and most o STR EET %
watched British soap opera.




Shot of the Coronaton Street exterior set



"We don't make life, we reflect it".

Creator/producer Julia Smith

e East Enders #/X A

a long-running, popular British television soap opera
first broadcast on BBC One on 19 February 1985

storylines examine the domestic and professional
lives of the people who live and work in the fictional
in the East End of London. The series primarily
centres around the residents of Albert Square.

ranks as one of the most watched shows in the UK




British Favourite TV Shows

Are You Being Served? (1972)

Bless Me Father (2001)

Fawlty Towers (/R ki) (1975)

Yes, Prime Minister (1986) BBC

Blackadder (2 gj+:) Starred by Mr. Bean

The Naked Chef (fHFEH T RK—=aMEK)
Sherlock Holmes

West Wing (A& Xz )

Friends (/) (Made in the US but very hot in the UK
on Channel 4)

Sex in the City (2 #1) (Shown on BBC)




Summary
«c 000000000

e Newspapers in UK ( history, types, features)
e Broadcast in UK ( services, programs)



Questions for after-class discussion
« ]

e what are some of the characteristics of
British newspaper culture? In what way is it
different from the US?

e “ The media are central to British leisure
culture.” How to understand it?

e \What are some of the similarities and
differences in term of the function between
the British media and the Chinese media?



References for further reading

«ce 0000000000001
o Times (RIE L)
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/

e The Daily Telegraph (% H HLTHHR)
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/

e The Guardian { 4
http.//www.guardian.co.uk/

e The Financial Times (&:ghir %)
http://www.ft.com/home/asia

e The Observer (M ELFHH)
http://observer.com/




Some tabloids

«c 000000000
e The Daily Express (% H R4
http://www.express.co.uk/

e The Daily Mail %} H BB
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/ushome/index.html
e Daily Mirror (%} H &)
http://www.mirror.co.uk/

e The Sunday Express (& #H )
http://www.express.co.uk/news/sunday






