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Progress in research on the anti — cancer stem cell effect of salinomycin
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Abstract; Salinomycin,a potassium ionophore antibiotic, can suppress the proliferation, metastasis and induce the

apoptosis of diverse cancer cells. The specific anti — cancer stem cell (anti — CSC) activity of salinomycin has e-

voked excitement at home and abroad. In view of recent findings, salinomycin could deplete the proportion of CSCs

by >100 - fold relative to traditional chemotherapy drugs. The traditional methods of surgery and chemotherapy have

proved to be difficult to prevent recurrence of metastasis of tumor. Fortunately , it is possible in theory to cure cancer

radically and prevent recurrence of metastasis of tumor by specifically killing targeted tumor stem cells. Many stud-

ies have confirmed that salinomycin can fight against a variety of cancer stem cells. Through consulting a large num-

ber of literature at home and abroad, this paper systematically reviewed the role of the anti — CSCs activity and its

possible antitumor mechanism of salinomycin, in order to provide the basis for developing anti — tumor drugs.
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