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% @ Topics for discussion:

@ 1) Discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of the fact that people
are getting more and more dependent -
on computers.

@ 2) Have you ever read any science
fiction about the future world? Please
. name a free and tells us one of the
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& Additional information about the author®

& Isaac Asimov, the author of the text, is an
American biochemist and author. He was
born in the former USSR on January 2, 1920.
He was taken to the United States at the age
of 3 and brought up in Brooklyn, New York.
He graduated from Columbia University in
1939, and got his Ph.D. in the same university
in 1947. He taught biochemistry at Boston
university, but he is most widely known for

, | his science fiction. Some of his best known -4
3 works are I, Robot, published in 1950 and The a

___{;__.__J_‘_N_?Egg%dation Trilogy, published in 1951-1953. | ;;
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@ Part One: (Paragraphs 1) the
background of the story

@ It tells us the exact date on which the
story occurs (May 17, 2157) the name of
the leading character (Margie and
Tommy), and the real book around

. which the story evolves.




& Part Two: (Paragraphs 2-31) the longestai
the most important portion of the story, wi
a somewhat long conversation between the
tvao leading characters running through most
of it.

@ This part informs us that Margie, a girl who is
eleven years old in 2157, always strongly
hates school, for her teacher is a mechanical
one and she has to learn at regular hours and
put her homework and test paper in the slot.
And through the talk with Tommy, a boy

_ who is 13 in the year of 2157 and who is
e familiar with the book about school hundreds
A of years ago, Margie gets to know about the
-~ kind of school where human beings served as
\| ¥t@achers centuries ago.
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@ Part Three: (Para. 31-35)

@ This part tells us something about the school -
room and the mechanical teacher. Besides,
Margie’s psychological activities are also
described. She was thinking about how nice
the old school was and how the school kids
must have loved it in the old days; she was
mediating on how fortunate they were and
what great fun they had. What’s more, this

: part reveals indirectly how children in the

- distant future dislike school with a

| mechanical teacher only and how they whish
‘haye human teachers teaching them.
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@ 1. “Margie’s grandfather once said that
when he was a little boy his grandfather told ~
him...”; “it was awfully funny to read words
that stood still”; “Tommy looked at her with
very superior eyes”; “He added loftily,
pronouncing the word carefully...” [F] I tHiE
T HEALINERIS, SO HIRZ 4NN,
PRIA )T P 5E R fU: “And all the kids |

- learned the same thing?” Xl A5 4 Kk |k E
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« @  head:

@ 1) lead; be at the front of; be at the top !
of

@ e.g. The president’s car headed the
procession

- @  She will head the cast.
- @ 2) be in charge of

e.g. The Commission of Inquiry
_ed by the pre51dent of the Board of




@ 2. Crinkly: having many thin folds;
hair) curly

@ e.g. My shirts were all crinkly when I
got them out of the suitcase.

@3.”...and it was awfully funny to read
words that stood still instead of moving
the way they are supposed to---on a

screen.”
@ Paraphrase: “----- and it was very |
amusing to read words that were

m.gonless instead of movmg the way };j
*they ought to---on a screen.’ &
ra— {,.) 7/ y /™ (@) [ b5 k2 K 2



@4. be supposed to

@ 1) have a duty or responsibility to do
sth.

@ e.¢. Everybody is supposed to bring a .
bottle to the party .
@ 2) be generally considered to be

@e.g. | haven't seen it myself, nut it is
- supposed to be a very good film.




@5. “When you are through with the book)
% just throw it away, I guess.”

@ Paraphrase: “When you have finished
reading a book, you merely cast it away, I
believe.”

@ 6. through: '“‘

@ 1) in at one side, end or surface, and out at the
other; all the way.

& e.g. The guard at the gate wouldn't let us
through.

02) from the beginning to the end, to
o complet10n
"_‘f?=:__- O "’f) You should read the article through

N -befmjgyyotg; {;cf/nslate it.
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@ /. scornful: showing contempt for; show1
o5 strong and sometimes angry disrespect
towards sb. or sth. that is regarded as
worthless.

@ e.g. His scornful laugh greatly embarrassed <
me.

&
& 8. “"What's there to write about school?”

@ Analysis: This is a rhetorical question,
which calls for no answer. A positive

. rhetorical quest10n is negative in meaning. ¢
_i fhfexfélt means “there is nothing at all to write

aboutssch_@ﬁg
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&9.”.. .the mechanical teachér calculated
% mark in no time”

@ Paraphrase: “----The computer which served =
as a teacher immediately worked out the
mark.”

@10. in no time: very quickly; immediately; at
once

@11. “She had been they would take the
teacher away together.”

@ Paraphrase: “She had been hoping they
would move or carry the mechanical teacher
- to another place once for all. Here the teacher
' was a computer, which was large and black .
. —_..andhugly, with a big screen on which all the

78

¢lessons are shown and questions asked. e ﬁ
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@ 12. smart

w @ 1)neat and stylish in appearance
@ e.g. You look very smart in that new shirt.
& 2)clever, quick in thinking

& e.g. If heis as smart as he says, why did he fail in ‘
the test? 4

@ 13. light up

@ 1) ignite; cause to start to burn; give light to

@ e.g. The Stage was lit up by several powerful
spotlights E

@ 2) cause to become bright with pleasure or ik

~ excitement.

e.g. Her face lit up with joy when she saw him
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