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[Abstract] Since the concept of shortened dental arch (SDA) was raised more than 30 years ago, plenty of studies
have suggested that the shortened dental arch could provide enough function including mastication, comfort, and
aesthetics, and would not have negative effect on the stability of occlusion. However, some effects of residual teeth
can be found with SDA in clinic, included more mobile teeth, lower alveolar bone levels, periodontal disease, fur-
ther tooth loss. and tooth wear. The aim of this paper is to review the effects of residual teeth of SDA in order to

provide a reference for further study and clinical application.
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of occlusal units (black teeth represent

occlusal units).
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Table 1 Estimation of the minimum number of teeth needed to sat-

isfy functional demands of modern man
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