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The De-localization Tendency of Tourism Streets: Based on the Perspective
of Institutional Disembeddment

SUN Jiuxia?, HUANG Xiubo"**, WANG Xueji"*
( 1. School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China,
2. Center for Tourism, Leisure & Social Development, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
3. School of Geography and Tourism, Guangdong University of Finance & Economics, Guangzhou 510320, China)

Abstract: Both conflict and integration exist between tourism development and special local
characteristics. Tourism emerges from unique local characteristics, but also promotes the rapid
modernization and globalization of local areas, thus gradually eliminating local characteristics and
creating more places with placelessness. As for the typical case of Yangshuo West Street, this paper
discusses the trend toward non-place of this featured street at a tourist destination based on an analysis
of theories on local characteristics and non- place through observation, in-depth interviews and text
analysis, and analyzes the causes of the emergence of "de- Localization" from the perspective of
institutional embeddedness. The results show that with the changing conditions of tourism
development, the original local landscape morphology and spatial functions of West Street have
changed fundamentally, homogenized space practices have disconnected the local area from local
history and social traditions, and the significance of local culture has also changed over time. Therefore,
the local area shows trends of non- place, and institutional disembeddment can be deemed as a
theoretical explanation for such a trend. Formal institutional disembeddment reflects a lack of
government regulation and informal institutional disembeddment mirrors a lack of local culture, both of
which have accelerated the emergence of the non-place of West Street. This study, which focuses on the
trend of non-place faced by featured streets at tourist destinations in the context of modernization and
mobilization, serves as an empirical supplement to theories about local characteristics and non-place
and helps to deepen the understanding of the relationship between tourism and local characteristics,
thus promoting the sustainable development of tourist destinations.

Keywords: place; non-place; institutional dissmbeddment; tourism characteristics block; Xijie Yangshuo
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