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The Nasality Degree of Sonorant in Chengdu Dialect
SHI Xiujuan

Abstract The nasality contrast of four liquid initials and the intrinsic nasality of nine basic vowels in Cheng-
du Dialect were investigated with Nasometer. The results show that:1)the oral vowels have intrinsic nasali-
ty and the nasality degree of first classic vowels are related to the tongue positions . 2) the nasality degree of
oral vowels and [ z] are both less than 40,0f initial nasal consonants are more than 80,0f vowels preceding
final nasal are between 40 and 80 respectively, which reflectes the universal of nasality degree. 3) that for
the final nasal/—n/ is weak or lost preceding vowel is /a/. 4) the nasality contrast of Initials between nasal
and no-nasal is45, which indictes that the so-called mixed phenomena between /n/and /1/ is not only inter-
blended in the sound value ,but also in the phoneme distinction,/n/and /1/ has been mergered as one pho-
neme,and there are allophonic variations of nasalized-lateral and lateralized nasal depending on strike condition.

Key words Chengdu dialect, Initial , Nasality Contrast, Vowel, Intrinsic nasality
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