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Social Interactions of Lifestyle Tourism Entrepreneurial Migrants

XU Honggang', MA Shaoyin', JIANG Liao’
(1. School of Tourism Management, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China;
2. Shenzhen Tourism College, Jinan University, Shenzhen 518053, China)

Abstract: Various mobility patterns can be observed in recent China. In particular, tourism-led migration
based on vocation, retirement and leisure has increased rapidly. In this context, lifestyle tourism
entrepreneurial migrants can be defined as those who migrate to tourist destinations in the search for a
particular type of lifestyle. Their migration motivations are similar to tourism consumption- oriented
migrants. However, with fewer financial resources, they have to create incomes to sustain their new lives
at the tourism destinations. Hence, running small tourism related businesses becomes a key choice for
such migrants. These lifestyle entrepreneurs often have multiple roles, as tourists and locals. Although
host- guest relationships have been the focus of extensive research, little work has been done on
examining how this particular group of tourists manages to interact with others in the local environment.
Thus, this research attempts to address this issue by examining the tourism lifestyle entrepreneurs in Dali,
one of the earliest touristic towns in Yunnan Province, China. A qualitative method was adopted to
inquiring into the phenomenon under consideration. The field work was carried out between July 2011
and Aug. 2012. Data were collected through the observation and in depth interviews. Fifty-four lifestyle
entrepreneurs were interviewed. The study found that the daily activities of lifestyle tourism
entrepreneurial migrants can be categorized into shopping, socializing with friends and participating in
leisure activities. In particular, formulating a social friend circle is crucial for their continuing stay in Dali.
There are three features of their social circles. Firstly, these are formed with spontaneity and homogeneity,
and the circle comprises the outside entrepreneurs without any representation of the local residents. Yet,
anyone can join the circle if he or she feels that shared beliefs and values with the others in the group
exist. This social circle is described as “quanzi” in Chinese. Secondly, the interaction amongst those who
are participants within the circles is very limited as to the leisure activities, which include dining together,
playing cards, talking, performing and organizing parties. As such, the study did not find any formal
business cooperation amongst these entrepreneurs. Thirdly, the traditional spatial layout of Dali comprises
small lanes and the yards of households. These spaces are easily accessible, but the yards also enable
some privacy. Thus the spaces of Dali enable these social circles to participate in their activities. Overall
for lifestyle tourism entrepreneurial migrants, the main function of social circles is to circulate
information and provide members with the emotional support as well as a sense of belonging. This
research contributes to tourism literature by identifying “quanzi” as a major social interaction group for
these tourism entrepreneurs. This circle provides a buffer for them to enact the roles of local residents and
outsider tourists. The study also contributes insights of value to small businesses research. Finally, the
study highlights the need for the local governments to provide more support to the tourism entrepreneurs
by improving their social interactions in addition to offering them financial support.
Keywords: lifestyle tourism entrepreneurial migrants; daily life; social communication; social circles;
Dali, China
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