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Tab. 2 The classification of the “war” behavior in the blog

of the Water Sprinkling Festival
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Pleasure without Morals: The Content Analysis of Tourists’ Carnival Experience in
Water Splashing Festival from Travel Blog

WAN Hui"’, TANG Xueqiong’
(1. School of Humanities and Law, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China; 2. Center for Cultural
Industry and Cultural Geography, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China; 3. School of
Landscape, Southwest Forestry University, Kunming 650224, China)

Abstract: The Water Splashing Festival of the Dai ethnic minority has become a main channel for
people to experience the minority culture ever since Xishuangbanna became a tourist attraction in the
1980s. The revelry features crowds, hot weather, dragon boat racing, and water fights. Previous studies
suggested that tourists’ experience of carnival is confined to the foreign land where the tourists deviate
from their everyday life through abnormal behavior. However, what exactly is unique about tourist
experience? Drawing upon Bakhtin’s theory of carnival, this paper studied the characteristics of tourist
experience in the Water Splashing Festival via content analysis of travel blogs.

Mikhail Bakhtin was well known as one of the most eminent scholars and thinkers of Russia in the
twentieth century. He centered his theory and studies on carnivals as they played an important role in
the medieval ages, when the church dominated everyday life and people followed rituals. Bakhtin
viewed carnivals as another aspect of life, where hierarchy taboos and commandments were breached.
He believed that participants in a carnival are free and equal, who should not feel restrained by the real
Christian authorities; therefore, carnivals are people’s second life filled with laughter.

The Water Splashing Festival demonstrates almost all characteristics of a carnival as described in
Bakhtin” s theory, including carnival laughter, carnivalized language, carnival square, and carnival
body. It is found that the Water Splashing Festival of the Dai ethnic minority, as a celebration that
encourages the participation of all individuals, has made conventions despised, hierarchies overturned,
and status broken down. The fact that tourists leave strict norms behind, enjoy the moment, and indulge
in joy during the celebration is also believed to be consistent with Bakhtin’ s description of carnival
culture. However, the core of Bakhtin’ s theory, which emphasizes the carnival’ s function of
challenging authority and subverting social order, is missing in the Water Splashing Festival. Tourists
are motivated purely by excitement but not political goals. Analyses of the tourist experience have
revealed two unique features not described in Bakhtin’ s theory, that is, war and sexual harassment.
Specifically, the war-like experience can easily stir up passion in tourists, making it a collective power
of mania. Female tourists are more likely to become targets of attacks that come in the form of sexual
harassment.

The current study concluded that it is the disenchantment and commercialization of the traditional
celebration that distinguish the Water Splashing carnival experience from those conceptualized in
Bakhtin’ s theory. Firstly, the Water Splashing Festival of the Dai minority is a grass-rooted carnival
that represents a denouncement over the dominant ideology. In contrast, the carnivals that Bakhtin
described serve the purpose of worshipping gods, which makes the revelry noble and mysterious.
Secondly, the Water Splashing Festival has indeed become more commercialized over the past decade.
Sex has become a selling point to attract more visitors and potentially generate more profit, which in
turn makes the festival brutish and coarse.

Keywords: tourists” experience; carnivalesque; Bakhtin; content analysis; Water Splashing Festival
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