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A brief investigation on Gu Dehua, a female healer from Wuzhong in the Qing Dynasty LIN Zhen-
kun' | SONG Wenji*. 1 Guangzhou Hospital of Chinese Medicine , Guangzhou, 510130 ; 2 The Third Affilia-
ted Hospital of Guangzhou University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou, 510360, China

[ Abstract] The female healer is a special community in traditional Chinese medical professionals.
Since the Song-Yuan Dynasties, although the literati class holding the social voices and the male healers act-
ing as medical orthodoxy were always suspicious of the female healers’ behaviors and their medical morality,
and tarnished their images through all kinds of media. Meanwhile, the female healers were still badly nee-
ded on the account of recognition of distinction between sexes between both sexes due to the rising of neo-
Confucianism. An excellent female healer could still earn wide respect from the society. Gu Dehua was a fa-
mous female healer from Wuzhong in the Qing Dynasty’ s Daoguang-Xianfeng period. By investigating Gu

Delua’ s family conditions, deeds and works, and her career, the community of the female healers in the

i

Ming-Qing Dynasties can be thus understood.
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