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[ Abstract] Joseph James Kinyoun (1860—1919), an American bacteriologist, was the first direc-
tor of NIH ( National Institutes of Health). His interest in bacteriology and the work of isolation of the chol-
era organism laid the groundwork for the present health research program of NIH. In 1900, Kinyoun identi-
fied and confirmed the diagnosis in an outbreak of plague in San Francisco. In addition, Kinyoun contribu-

ted a lot in the prevention and antisepsis of diphtheria, the spread of knowledge of bacteriology, and re-
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search of public health.
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