Test 8
Key to Test A (For reference only)

Part I Listening Comprehension (35%)

Section A
1 C  2 A  3 D  4 C  5 A  6. D  7. A  8. C  9. D  10. D  11 C  12 C  

Section B
13 B  14 C  15 C  16 C  17 A  18 B  19 D  20 C  21 A  22 B  23 B  24 D  25 A
Section C
26 intelligent    27 achievements    28 palaces    29 knowledge    30 rewarding 
31 only     32 villages  

33 They lived in small huts with no windows  

34 Most Maya lived a simple life close to nature  

35 They may have left because the soil could no longer grow crops
Part II  Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning) (10%)
36. Y
37. N
38. Y
39. Y
40. N
41. Y
42. NI

43. substance abuse and sexual assault


44. keep mails / keep track of mailings

45. new /or not exotic

Part III  Reading Comprehension (Reading in Depth) (20%)
Section A

46. G
47. N
48. L
49. J

50. O
51. E
52. H
53. C
54. A
55. F
Section B

56. B   57.C    58. D    59. D    60. B    61. D   62.C    63. D    64. C    65. A

Part IV Cloze (10%)
Section A

66. C   67. A   68. B     69. D    70. B 
71. C   72. A    73. C    74. D    75.D
Section B
76. B   77. D   78. A     79. B    80. C    81. A   82. D    83. B    84. A    85. C
Part V Translation (10%)
86. vision, determination, self-control, optimism, self-respect 
87. These hands spoke of the stubbornness of mankind 
88. such gifts are beyond their wildest dreams
89. They broke into cheers 
90. never feels ashamed of it
Part VI Writing (15%) 

Omitted
21st Century College English (Band 1)

Mid-term Exam (A)
Part I  Listening Comprehension 
Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 12 short conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer. 
1. M: Hello, Mrs. White, what can I do for you? 
W: I don’t know what’s the matter with me? I’m always feeling tired, I’m usually worn out at 
the end of the day. 
Q: What do we learn from the conversation? 
2. W: What do you think of the apple pie? I made it myself. 
M: Very delicious indeed. Even my mother’s cannot match this. 
Q: What does the man mean? 
3. M: The music is so beautiful that I’d like to dance. But I don’t know the steps. 
W: It doesn’t matter. No one will be looking at us in the crowd. 
Q: What does the woman suggest they do? 
4. M: I’d better read one of the articles for our political science class.
W: You can’t read just one. They say each presents a different theory.
Q: What does the woman tell the man he must do? 
5. W: Mary is always complaining about her job. 
M: Maybe if you try typing letters every day, you’d see what it’s like.
Q: What does the man mean? 
6.  W: Where did you say you found this bag? 
M: It was lying under a big tree between the park and the apartment building.
Q: Where did the man find the bag? 

7.  M: Wouldn’t you get bored with the same routine year after year teaching the same things to children? 
W: I don’t think it would be as boring as working in an office. Teaching is most stimulating. 
Q: What does the woman imply about office work? 

8.  M: I was terribly embarrassed when some of the audience got up and left in the middle of the performance. 
W: Well, some people just can’t seem to appreciate real-life drama. 
Q: What are they talking about? 

9.  W: Oh, it’s so cold. We haven’t had such a severe winter for so long, have we ? 
M: Yes, the forecast says it’s going to get worse before it warms up. 
Q: What do we learn from the conversation? 

10. M: You were seen hanging about the store on the night when it was robbed, weren’t you? 
W: Me? You must have made a mistake. I was at home that night. 

Q: What are they talking about? 
11. M: Hi, Jane, do you have some change? I have to make a call on the pay phone.
W: Pay phone? Why not use my mobile phone? Here you are.
Q: What would the man most probably do? 
12. M: Can you tell me the title of this oil painting?
W: Sorry, I don’t know for sure, but I guess it’s an early 18th century work. Let me look it up  



  in the catalog.
Q: Where does this conversation most probably take place? 
Section B

Directions: In this section, you’ll hear 4 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D. 

Passage One
Questions 13 to 15 are based on the following passage.
       My father woke me up early one morning when I was fourteen and announced: “Get up! You’re going with me to cut grass.” I felt proud and excited because my father thought I was responsible enough to help him in his business. Still that first day was really hard. From sunrise to sunset, my father, my younger brother and I cut and stacked a very large yard in a well-to-do part of the city. By the end of the day I was exhausted but I felt good. I put in a hard day’s labor and had earned six dollars. One day my father spotted some weeds I had missed cutting and pulled me inside. “Cut that section again,” he said firmly. “Don’t let me have to tell you again.”  The message was very clear. Today I stress the importance of doing the job right the first time. And every job I have held，from cutting-lawns to washing dishes, to working a machine on a construction site, I have learned something that helps me in my next job. If you look hard enough, you can learn from any job you do.

13.  How did the speaker feel when his father asked him to help cut grass? 
14. What did his father do when the speaker missed cutting some leaves? 

15. What did the speaker want to tell us in this passage? 
Passage Two
Questions 16 to 18 are based on the following passage.
     I’m living in a small village in the country. My wife and I run a village shop. We have a very peaceful life, boring some may say. But we love it. We know all the people in the village and have plenty of time to stop and chat. I have plenty of time for my hobbies too, gardening, fishing, and walking in the countryside. I love the outdoor life. It wasn’t always like this though. I used to have a really stressful job, working so late in the office every evening. I often bring work home at the weekends. The advertising world is very competitive. And when I look back, I can’t imagine how I stood it. I have no private life at all, no time for the really important things in life. Because of the pressure of the job I used to smoke and drink too much. The crisis came when my wife left me .She complained that she never saw me and I had no time for family life. This made me realize what was really important to me. I talked things through with her and decided to get back together again and started a new and better life together. I gave up tobacco and alcohol, and searched for new hobbies. Now I am afraid of looking back since the past life seemed like a horrible dream.

16. What did the speaker use to do for a living? 

17. What do we know about the speaker’s life in the past? 

18. What made the speaker change his life style? 
Passage Three

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the following passage.
     Around the year 1000 A.D, some people from Northwest India began to travel westwards. Nobody knows why. After leaving their homes, they did not settle down again, but spent their lives moving from one place to another. Their later generations are called the Romany people or Gypsies. There’re Gypsies all over the world, and many of them are still traveling with no fixed homes. There are about 8 million of them, including 3 million in Eastern Europe. 
Gypsies sometimes have a hard time in the countries where they travel, because they are different. People may be afraid of them, look down on them, or think that they are criminals. The Nazis treated the Gypsies cruelly, like the Jews, and nobody knows how many of them died in Hitler’s death camps. 

Gypsies have their own language Romany. They like music and dancing. And they often work in fairs and traveling shows. Traveling is very important to them, and many Gypsies are unhappy if they have to stay in one place. Because of this, it is difficult for Gypsy children to go school, and Gypsies are often unable to read and write. In some places, the education authorities try to arrange special traveling schools for Gypsy children so that they can get the same education as other children.
19. Why did the ancestors of Gypsies leave their home?

20. What is the attitude of some people towards Gypsies?

21. What measure has been taken to help Gypsy children?

Passage Four

Questions 22 to 25 are based on the following passage.
      As the car industry develops, traffic accidents have become as familiar as the common cold. Yet, their cause and control remain a serious problem that is difficult to solve. 

Experts have long recognized that this discouraging problem has multiple causes. At the very least, it is a problem that involves three factors: the driver, the vehicle, and the roadway. If all drivers exercised good judgment at all times, there would be few accidents. But this is rather like saying that if all people were honest, there would be no crime. Improved design has helped make highways much safer. But the type of accidents continued to rise because of human failure and an enormous increase in the number of automobiles on the road. Attention is now turning increasingly to the third factor of the accident, the car itself. Since people assume that the accidents are bound to occur, they want to know how cars can be built better to protect the drivers.
22. What does the speaker think are the causes of automobile accidents?

23. What measure has been taken to reduce car accidents?

24. What remains an important factor for the rising number of road accidents?

25. What’s the focus of people’s attention today according to the passage?

Section C Compound Dictation

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 26 to 32 with the exact words you have just heard. For the blanks numbered 33  to 35 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write the main idea in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
The Mayan Indians lived in Mexico for thousands of years before the Spanish arrived in the 1500s. The Maya were an (26) intelligent, culturally rich people whose (27) achievements were many. They had farms, beautiful (28) palaces, and cities with many buildings. The Mayan people knew a lot about nature and the world around them. This (29) knowledge helped them to live a better life than most people of that time, because they could use it to make their lives more comfortable and (30) rewarding.
Although the cities that the Maya built were beautiful, and the people worked hard to build them, very few of the people lived in them. Usually, (31) only the priests lived in the cities.
The other people lived in small (32) villages in the forests. Their houses were much simpler than the elaborate structures in the cities. (33) They lived in small huts with no windows. The walls were made of poles covered with dried mud, and the roof was made of grass or leaves. (34) Most Maya lived a simple life close to nature.
Around the year 800, the Maya left their villages and beautiful cities, never to return. No one knows why this happened. They may have died from an infectious disease. (35) They may have left because the soil could no longer grow crops. Archaeologists are still trying to find the lost secrets of the Maya. They are still one of our greatest mysteries.
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