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The Help-seeking Networks of the Poor Families and Its Policy Implication in China
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the State Council, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract: The traditional kinship is still the most natural and fundamental help provider, the
official social assistance system plays a more important role than civil system in helping the poor
families in contemporary China, while neighborhood and friend play a complementary role when the
kinship and official system fail. The different urban-rural governance structures at grassroots level
lead to different help-seeking networks of the poor families, and the help-seeking networks of
migrant families are relatively more diverse and balanced, but to some extent they are excluded or
ignored by official social assistance system. Among the family factors, family size and the
qualification of receiving minimum living allowance have significant effect on the structures of the

help-seeking networks of the poor families both in urban and rural areas. The social assistance
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system in China should combine official and private sectors, introduce diverse collaboration, and
encourage shared responsibility.
Keywords: poor families; help-seeking networks; urban-rural differences; familial factors; social

assistance.
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