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Gender Differences in the Effects of Sibship Size on Educational Attainment

LI Xu, LIU Hua
(School of Labor Economics, Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing 100070, China )

Abstract: Gender differences exist in the effects of sibship size on educational attainment, sibship
has stronger negative effect on female’ s education but it’ s effect on male’ s education is not
significant statistically. During the period emphasizing educational equality, the gender difference in
the effects of sibship size is small, while it becomes larger during the period characterized by
competition and efficiency. The gender difference is much larger for rural residents than for urban
residents. Given the sibship structure, the negative effects on educational attainment are stronger
for female, particularly when there are younger brothers. The analyses indicate that the effects of
siblings are mainly due to family’ s budget constraints and son preference.
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